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JAMES DRAPER

“No amount of patience will
ever persuade an idiot.”

– Mark Twain
•

WE never pass on a
good pun, so when the
Kilgore Boys & Girls Club
invites us to ‘Chip in fore

the Kids,’
we’re
there. Re-
scheduling
their third
Reverse
Draw
Down
for, most

likely, next spring, the
club’s board is organiz-
ing their first fundraising
golf tourney for the youth
outreach.
THE event’s set Satur-
day, Aug. 10, at Tem-
pest Golf Club. The four
person scramble is $120
per golfer for green fees
and cart, lunch, com-
plimentary beverages
and special challenges.
There’s a$30 bonus ticket
available: two mulligans,
‘Buy a Drive’ and a
Hole-In-One contest with
$10,000 on the line.
SPONSORSHIPS are still
available – all proceeds
benefits Kilgore-BGC,
helping cultivate Kilgore’s
young minds into corner-
stones of the community.

•
KUDOS to Sonya Wa-
ters and her crew of City
of Kilgore employees
who executed the bash.
Thanks for an excellent
fireworks show, too, es-
pecially from those of us
who can’t be trusted with
small explosives.

+
SADLY, there’s only one
of her, but City Hall’s
Josie Atchley – call her
the ‘Flash’ – has stamina
and speed beyond that
of mortal men. Blink and
you’ll miss her whenever

INSIDE
SPORTS: Clark wins men’s 
club title as Classic nears.

See Page 8A

SHOPPING SMART: Look 
inside for money-savings 
specials from CVS Pharmacy, 
DeHart Veterinary, Skinner’s Lakeport 
and Walgreens.

Facebook: Kilgore News Herald
Twitter:@KilgoreNews

forHiway80
Rescue Ministries

FREE
Dental
Care

J. de Graffenried Dentistry
is out to bless the men, women, and children
at Hiway 80 Ministries! We’re offering them a
free day of dentistry, August 14, 2019.

Be a part of the blessing
by donating:

Drop off your donations to
238 Lawrence St., Kilgore

903-229-4705

COLLECTING NOW!

• water bottles
• school supplies
• can goods

www.HomesInEastTexas.com

903-987-1242
Caryn Couch

No matter whose sign is on the lawn, I can show it and I can sell it.

julie woods & associates
real estate firm

caryncouch@msn.com

Realtor

By JAMES DRAPER
jdraper@kilgorenewsherald.com

As it stands right now, when 
Kilgore firefighters respond to a 
hazardous material spill on Inter-
state 20, it’s local taxpayers who 
foot the bill for the clean-up. The 
same holds true for structure fires 
or motor vehicle incidents just 
outside the city limits.

It’s par for the course statewide, 
but costs stack up, and Kilgo-
re City Council members are in 
the initial phase of a discussion to 
have some of those costs covered 
by insurance companies.

“A lot of times in our depart-
ment, we make responses to people 
who are outside the city,” Kilgore 
Fire Chief Johnny Bellows remind-
ed the elected officials last month. 

“We’re the ones that clean it up and 
make things right.

“Currently, our Kilgore taxpayers 
are subsidizing the emergency ser-
vices our non-taxpayers are using.”

A proposed relationship with 
Emergency Solutions would see 
the city bill whichever insurers 
are linked to an ‘out-of-district’ 
incident.

“The goal of this program is to re-

coup just some of the costs that are 
involved when we make a response 
to people who are not taxpayers and 
non-taxpaying businesses.”

Per Emergency Solutions, no in-
dividuals are billed – only insurance 
agencies.

Locally, about 25 percent of 
Kilgore FD’s call volume is tied 
Interstate 20 and unincorporated 
areas of the county.

“That comes to about 600 calls 
a year,” Bellows noted. A motor 
vehicle collision runs about $600 
per call. If just 30 percent of the 
related expenses can be recovered, 
that’s an estimated $90,000 per 
year, he added.

Council members will resume 
the discussion during their regular-
ly-scheduled meeting Tuesday and 
may take action on the proposal.

Out-of-district fees may defray emergency expense

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

A Kilgore company has been ac-
quired by a New York-based aero-
space electronics corporation.

According to July 1 press releases, 
Astronics Corp., of East Aurora, NY, 
acquired Freedom Communication 
Technologies for $22 million.

“We are thrilled to join the As-
tronics team.  Their extensive tech-
nology base, deep presence in the 
defense and aerospace markets, and 
dynamic corporate culture make 
them a perfect fit for Freedom.  
We’re very proud of the leading mar-
ket position we have built, and as 
part of Astronics we know we will 
make even greater strides in the years 
ahead,” said Ricardo Viloria, Free-
dom President and Chief Executive 
Officer, in an FCT press release.

Peter J. Gundermann, Chairman, 

NY aerospace
corp acquires
Kilgore comms
tech operation

Sixth Special Needs VBS leaves guests 
of all ages ready to leap tall buildings
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HAVE A BLAST – Fireworks explode behind one of the community’s star-topped derricks Thursday evening during 
the City of Kilgore’s third annual Fourth of July Extravaganza at Kilgore City Park. Sponsor-supported, the event 
drew thousands of people to the park, city pool, splash pad and downtown for Independence Day.

Participants of all ages and abilities sing, dance 
and fellowship during the opening night of First 
Christian Church’s 2019 Special Needs VBS. See ASTRONICS, Page 2ASee VBS, Page 2A

By JAMES DRAPER
jdraper@kilgorenewsherald.com

There was a crowd of superheroes danc-
ing to the beat of their own drum in First 
Christian Church’s gym this week.

They came to join the ‘Jesus League,’ 
to become super-followers of Jesus in the 
sixth annual Special Needs Vacation Bible 
School hosted by the Main Street congre-
gation, and they found many sidekicks 
waiting to celebrate alongside them.

“We do buddies for every couple of kids 
or every kid depending on their needs,” 
says Meredeth Brown, who spearheads the 
custom-made, faith-based initiative with a 
team of volunteers. “Anything of a typical 
VBS, we adapt it per person, per guest. If 


