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KILGOROUND
JAMES DRAPER
“Sometimes I wonder
whether the world is be-
ing run by smart people
who are putting us on or
by imbeciles who really
mean it.”

– Laurence J. Peter
•

THE city’s opened the
pool, the library’s kicked
off its summer series

and Texas
Shake-
speare
Festival’s
on the
horizon.
Tip of the
iceberg,
of course

– Kilgore has a lot to of-
fer during summer, and
we’re grateful for all the
people working hard be-
hind the scenes.

•
OUR friends in Japan
know baseball, and so
we’ll borrow a bit of
their battle cry on behalf
of the Bulldogs:
GANBATTE!

•
AMONG the new-
ly-renovated amenities
of Kilgore City Pool
are the LED-lit porthole
lights under the water-
line. Importantly, they
can make the water
glow a number of colors
– such as blood-red,
which would be perfect
for a dive-in showing
of “Jaws.”
GRANTED, it’s not
quite family-friendly,
so we welcome any-
body who wants to pitch

INSIDE

DIVE IN JUNE 8

City hosts free 
movie at swimming
pool Saturday night

SEE PAGE 4

SPORTS: Previewing 
today’s Kilgore-Sweeny 
state baseball semifinal, 
starting at 1 p.m.

See Page 8

SHOPPING SMART: Look 
inside for money-savings 
specials from The Back Porch, 
Bodacious BBQ and Circle Cafe.

Facebook: Kilgore News Herald
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903-987-1242
Caryn Couch

No matter whose sign is on the lawn, I can show it and I can sell it.

julie woods & associates
real estate firm

caryncouch@msn.com

Realtor

Potential customers 
are searching for 

your business.

Spot yourself in this space:

Advertise Today! 
903.984.2593

NEWS HERALD photo 
by J.M. JONES

West Rusk 
School Police 
Chief Paul 
Thompson 
sends senior 
Imelda Jose 
to her seat 
in Bradshaw 
Stadium, while 
next-in-line 
Diego Zuniga 
waits his turn. 
The Raiders 
graduated 
Friday evening 
and are the 
largest class 
in the school’s 
history.

By JAMES DRAPER
jdraper@kilgorenewsherald.com

Twitter had Kilgore’s 
B.J. Owen breathing a sigh 
of relief Tuesday at Texas 
Gov. Greg Abbott’s social 

media pledge to plumbers 
the state will plunge into 
a quagmire of its own cre-
ation and fix the flow.

Owen, Kilgore’s special 
services superintendent, is 
still a bit antsy, of course, 

after the Texas Legislature’s 
failure this session to en-
sure the state’s certified, 
licensed plumbers would 
have necessary regulation 
and oversight.

“Right now I’m having 

meetings with local in-
spectors,” he said, “and 
we’re working on a meet-
ing with plumbers and in-
spectors to find out what 
they expect us to do.”

During the 86th Leg-

islative Session – which 
ended May 27 – a mea-
sure to extend opera-
tions for the State Board 
of Plumbing Examiners 

Lawmakers’ lapse sends regs down the drain

See FRIDAYS, Page 6

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

Kilgore is kicking off summer 
with a splash as the city pool fi-
nally opens to the public.

On Saturday, June 1, the city 
held Splash Day, the official 
opening of the pool for the 

summer months.
Josie Atchley, administrative 

assistant for Kilgore’s Depart-
ment of Special Services, was at 
the pool opening to greet visi-
tors, keep an eye on swimmers 
and show off the pool’s new 

Kilgore kicks off 
summer with splash 
at renovated pool

For Sonya Waters, it’s ex-
tremely important to draw dif-
ferent types of music to down-
town Kilgore, the better to draw 

more and more members 
of the communi-

ty to the Main 
Street District.

Ac c o rd i n g 
to the city’s 
community re-
lations manag-

er, “We love to 
provide live music. 
We do that at a 

majority of our events,” includ-
ing KilGogh, the Fourth of July 
Extravaganza, Oktoberfest and 

more throughout 
the year.

The next gig 
features a Ty-

ler-based band June 7 in their 
first Fridays After 5 appearance: 
the Matt Raker Trio will start 
the show at 7 p.m. on the Win-
ter Elder Stage of the World’s 
Richest Acre. The concert is, 

Main St. concert invites music
lovers to chill Friday on Acre

See PLUMBING, Page 2

See POOL, Page 5

NEWS HERALD photo by LUCAS STROUGH

Kilgore City Pool lifeguard Clayton Simmons keeps watch over swimmers as the public beats the heat in the recently 
reopened pool. Saturday’s Splash Day event welcomed the public back to the pool, which had been closed since 
2018 for extensive renovations. (Below) City Pool patrons enjoy the new diving board and waterslides on Splash Day.

By JAMES  
DRAPER


