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KILGOROUND
MITCH LUCAS

INSIDE
SPORTS: SFA hit with sanc-
tions; Rotary Scholar 
awards presented.

See Page 5A

SHOPPING SMART: Look in-
side for money-savings 
specials from Charburger 
Stockade, CVS Pharmacy 
and Walgreens Pharmacy. 

“Do things with style, or 
don’t bother doing them.”

- Me, as 17-year-old 
Mitch, back in my se-
nior-year yearbook for 
1988. Since then, by the 
way, I’ve decided that hu-
mility, accuracy, politeness 
and intelligence should 
probably be considered, 
as well.

■ ■ ■

GRADUATION ACTIVI-
TIES are everywhere in the 

coming 
weeks, 
scattered a 
bit thanks 
to all the 
coronavi-
rus mess.

Kilgo-
re High 
School’s 

graduation will be Friday, 
June 19; Sabine’s official 
graduation will be Satur-
day, June 6, at 10 a.m. 
at R.E. St. John Memorial 
Stadium in Kilgore (al-
though they do have a vir-
tual graduation at 4 p.m. 
today online… see below).

West Rusk’s graduation 
will be next Friday, May 
29, at 8 p.m. at Bruce 
Bradshaw Stadium on 
campus.

Overton High School 
seniors graduate on cam-
pus at Coach Chester Roy 
Stadium next Friday, May 
29, at 7:30. There are 
guidelines: Each senior 
will receive five tickets, and 
seating for each family will 
be determined by lottery. 
The graduation ceremony 
will be streamed live on-
line; pictures will be taken 

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Kilgore veterans are extending a special invi-
tation to anyone who would like to celebrate 
Memorial Day – and the lives of those who 
made the ultimate sacrifice.

Monday, of course, is the United States’ an-
nual celebration for those brave individuals, 
and there will once again be a program here. 
It will be held at the U.S. Veterans Memorial 
at the park on Harris Street, near Stream-Flo 
softball field and Driller Park.

The program, which will include a speaker, 
music, honoring of the flag, veterans in atten-
dance and a special recognizing of those who 
lost their lives for this country, will begin at 

9 a.m.
Unfortunately, due to the coronavirus, there 

will need to be social distancing. The entire 
community is welcome, but those who attend 
should bring lawn chairs for themselves, and 
should keep virus social protocol in effect: 
about six to seven feet apart.

Rain will cancel, and is in local forecasts for 
Monday.

Anyone having their own Memorial Day 
get-together is encouraged to pause for one 
minute at 3 p.m. for a moment of silence in 
honor of those service men and women who 
gave their lives for this country.

The American flag flaps 
in wind Thursday morn-
ing at the intersection 
of Kilgore and North 
Streets downtown. 
Kilgore, like the entire 
nation, will celebrate 
Memorial Day on Mon-
day. There will be a 
ceremony, as usual, at 
the U.S. Memorial wall 
at the park on Harris 
Street at 9 a.m. Mon-
day, although rain will 
cancel.
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City to mark Memorial Day with ceremony

By JESSICA HARKER
Jharker@kilgorenewsherald.com

Although the auto industry was 
labeled early as an essential business, 
many of the local car dealerships 
have been negatively affected by the 
COVID-19 outbreak.

“During the first month, with 
the shelter in place order, our traffic 
slowed down considerably,” said All 
Star Ford manager Paul Rowland.

Rowland said that due to the na-
ture of the auto industry as a com-
mission-based sales job, the dealer-
ship has lost six sales representatives 
due to the lapse in business.

“If they can’t make commission, 
they aren’t making any money and 
they have had to move elsewhere,” 
Rowland said.

He said that since the end of the 
shelter in place order, the dealership 
has seen a rise in traffic again.

Tim Capps, owner of Gabriel-Jor-
dan Auto Group, said that the au-
to group, like most businesses, was 
negatively impacted by the virus 
outbreak.

“During the first month our sales 
were down by about 75 percent or 
more,” Capps said.

However, Capps said that they 
worked on a company-wide plan to 
focus on supporting the local com-
munities, and retaining all of their 
employees.

The auto group has a location not 
only in Kilgore, but also in Tyler, 
Henderson and many others in East 

Texas.
“The virus has affected us in a 

million different ways, but we do 
not want to spend any more time 
focusing on the negative ways. It has 
made us a better dealership, we have 
become stronger and we have adapt-
ed for our customers,” Capps said.

Rowland said that the dealership 
is operating within city regulations, 
keeping social distancing and add-
ing sanitation stations around the 
location.

Capps said the auto group is do-
ing the same, following CDC best 
practices and keeping up to date on 
state and city orders.

“It’s all about working together 
and coming together to support our 
customers, our staff, and the people 
in the community who have been 
affected by this virus,” he said.

All Star Ford is also offering free 
car sanitation by appointment for 
the community.

“It does take a couple of hours but 

if someone wants their car sanitized, 
we are offering to do that free of 
charge,” Rowland said.

Rowland and Capps both said 
that the dealerships are also doing a 
lot of home delivers to help protect 
the public.

“Basically, we are just doing what 
we can and trying to make it,” Row-
land said.

Capps said that he hopes to take 

From M ROBERTS MEDIA reports

The 25-county East Texas region 
saw a jump of 94 cases of the nov-
el coronavirus on Thursday, due in 
large part to 61 newly reported cases 
in Titus County.

Other counties posting increas-
es in positive test results included 
Gregg, Smith, Camp, Morris and 
Harrison, which also reported one 
more COVID-19 death Thursday.

Titus County recorded 59 new 
cases on Wednesday, followed by 
two new cases Thursday, according 

to County Judge Brian Lee said.
The county has has two deaths, 

according to the Texas State Depart-
ment of Health Services.

Titus County became a Northeast 
Texas hot spot for COVID-19 a lit-
tle more than a week ago — which 
surprised officials in the area where 
Mount Pleasant serves as county 
seat.

They expected the trend to begin 
earlier, Lee said.

The county logged its first case at 
the beginning of April, he said.

“We expected this to get started 

back then,” Lee said.
Case numbers didn’t started jump-

ing until May, tied in part to the first 
free testing drive offered by the state 
on May 9 in Mount Pleasant.

Facebook posts Lee made showed 
that 40 cases on May 12 became 79 
cases on May 13. Some days since 
then have showed jumps of 11, 17, 
22 and Wednesday’s 59, ending at 
220 cases as of Thursday.

Lee said the state’s totals for the 
county tend to lag behind what the 
county itself is able to count from 
positive test results.

More testing is taking place, 
Lee said, but that’s not the prima-
ry driver of the county’s increasing 
COVID-19 cases.

More people are sick, he said.
Lee said he and other officials he 

speaks with each day believe the 
increasing number of cases are con-
nected to the county’s biggest em-
ployer, the Pilgrim’s chicken process-
ing plant in Mount Pleasant where 
about 2,800 people work. But it’s 
not just Pilgrim’s, he said, because 

East Texas coronavirus cases jump this week

Car dealerships work to bounce back after virus pandemic
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A line of trucks sits in front of Gabriel-Jordan in Kilgore, just off Highway 259. Local dealerships 
have weathered the coronavirus storm, they say, and are ready for business.

READY TO ROLL
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