
“Peace is liberty in tranquility.”
—Marcus Tullius Cicero
KILGORE MARKED Memorial 

Day Monday morning as a crowd 
of dozens gathered at Harris 
Street Park by the Memorial Wall. 
Veterans, along with their friends 
and family, raised their hands in 
salute and placed them over their 
hearts as they honored the mem-

ory of fallen 
brothers and 
sisters in arms.

Thank you to 
all who have 
served and are 
serving now 
in our armed 
forces. Check 
inside this edi-
tion for photos 
of the event, and our story chron-
icling it.

■ ■ ■
AS A CONTINUED reminder, 

because everything was so dis-
placed due to the coronavirus, 
here are some upcoming grad-
uation ceremony dates and info 
from high schools in our area.

Kilgore High School’s gradu-
ation will be Friday, June 19, at 
R.E. St. John Memorial Stadium. 
Sabine’s graduation will be Satur-
day, June 6, at 10 a.m., also here 
at R.E. St. John Memorial Stadi-
um. Sabine had an online virtual 
graduation last weekend.

West Rusk’s graduation is this 
Friday, May 29, at 8 p.m. at 

Bruce Bradshaw Stadium on cam-
pus, and Overton High School 
seniors will also graduate on 
campus at Coach Chester Roy 
Stadium this Friday, at 7:30.

Leverett’s Chapel’s graduation 
will be Friday night, June 12, at 
8 p.m. at the LC stadium. LC will 
follow recommendations set by 
TEA, as far as social distancing 
guidelines.

■ ■ ■
JUST A FEW days ago, Gov. 
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INSIDE
SPORTS: Abbott predicts 
college football’s return; 
local soccer standouts 
honored.

See Page 7A

SHOPPING SMART: Look in-
side for money-savings 
specials from Atwood’s, 
Circle Café, Dollar Gen-
eral and Manly’s Furni-
ture and Appliance.

By LINDA K. BALLARD
lballard@kilgorenewsherald.com

One Kilgore family welcomed 
home one of its own for a very 
special Memorial Day, special be-
cause of what is to come in June.

Graduating soon from the Unit-
ed States Military Academy in 
West Point, N.Y., will be Kilgo-
reite Noelle Garrett, daughter of 
Beth and Joe Garrett.

Due to the coronavirus, she is 

currently in Kilgore 
and had to finish up 
last week like other stu-
dents by on-line. She 
will be returning to 
West Point Thursday 
and graduating on June 
13 with President Don-
ald Trump as the com-
mencement speaker.

“She will be gradu-
ating with honors and we are so 
proud of her,” Beth Garrett said. 

“When she first went 
in, we had no idea how 
involved her life would 
become. We didn’t get 
to hear from her while 
she was in boot camp 
except for a two-min-
ute call on the Fourth 
of July.

There was a lot of 
involvement to getting 

her accepted in the beginning, 
too, her mother said.

“There were applications after 
applications to fill out and her 
teachers helped; then of course she 
had to pass a physical,” Beth Gar-
rett said. “She had to be nominat-
ed by (U.S. Rep.) Louie Gohmert 
and then sit in an interview with 
10 other applicants before be-
ing chosen. It was a long process 
and we could not have been any 
prouder.”

Noelle, who was valedictorian of 
her class at Kilgore High School in 

2016, said she will graduate with a 
degree in her major, Information 
Technology, and with a minor in 
Eurasian studies, and will be an 
officer in the Cyber Branch.

Noelle was accompanied to Kil-
gore by her boyfriend and class-
mate, Chris Forden, who will also 
be graduating at the same time. 
His branch is Aviation. He too has 
been working hard at completing 
online studies. Congratulations to 
both.

Kilgore’s Garrett to graduate from West Point

GARRETT

Kilgoround

By JESSICA HARKER
Jharker@kilgorenewsherald.com

Over the past two years, real estate in Kil-
gore has seen a rise in sales, both residential 
and commercial.

City Manager Josh Selleck said that a 
number of businesses have begun to take 
in interest in Kilgore, with the addition of 
a new Daiquiri Express, Popeyes and Dairy 
Queen already planned and under con-
struction, as documented in recent issues of 
the News Herald.

Selleck said that by the end of the year, 
the city can expect the number of new 
businesses to double to six, at least.

“It is an attractive area, and a lot of that 
has to do with the work the city council has 
put in,” Selleck said.

But not only is commercial real estate in 
Kilgore a hot commodity right now, but 
residential real estate has also been taking 
off.

In the last two years, Kilgore has added 
25 new residential permits, valued collec-
tively at over $3 million.

According to a report generated by Josie 
Atchley, Kilgore’s permit office manager, 
even during March this year, at height of 
the pandemic, the Kilgore City Council 
still issued a new residential permit.

“We have been focusing for a number of 
years on increasing the quality of life in the 
city, and people are starting to take notice,” 
Selleck said.

He said that real estate in the Wind-
sor Park area seems to be the focus of the 
growth, with a majority of the permits is-
sued in the last two years focusing in and 

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

Rain stayed away from Harris 
Street Park in Kilgore Monday, 
where veterans and community 
members gathered at the Veterans 
Memorial Wall to honor Ameri-
can soldiers killed in the line of 
duty.

By 9 a.m. Monday, a crowd of 
dozens had arrived at the park for 
a program including patriotic mu-

sic, remarks from veterans and the 
reading of accounts written by sol-
diers killed in combat.

Kilgore Veterans Association 
committee chairman and Viet-
nam veteran John Edney thanked 

guests for attending despite the 
poor weather and noted the day 
was an occasion for remembrance.

“We want to remember and 
honor those veterans, those sol-
diers, that gave their lives for our 
freedoms and we want to stand 
here today to remember them,” 
Edney said.

“That’s very important that we 
keep doing this every year to keep 
this remembrance going on and 
on. Our children’s children can do 

this for us.”
Following Edney’s comments, 

Mitzi Buck Hartfiel stepped up 
to the podium to perform sever-
al songs, including “God Bless 
America” and “The Star-Spangled 
Banner.”

Kilgore Police Department 
Officer Angela Burch performed 
“Taps” to close the service while 
members of the Kilgore Fire De-
partment acted as the day’s Color 
Guard.

Kilgore marks Memorial Day with songs and salutes
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Kilgore Fire Department served at Monday’s Memorial Day service by acting as Color Guard.

A Requiem foR HeRoes

MORE INSIDE
■ See more photos 
from this event on  
Pages 2A and 6A

Home sales 
still rising 
in spite of 
pandemic

See KILGOROUND, Page 4A

See Housing, Page 4A


