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Kilgore Area Chamber of Com-
merce President and CEO Jill 
McCartney has been named to 
the Texas Chamber of Commerce 
Executives Board of Directors for 
the 2021 Fiscal Year.

“During my years spent in the 
chamber of commerce industry, I 
have received a great deal of value 
from being involved in the state 
organizations,” McCartney said in 
a statement. “My second week on 
the job here in Texas included me 
heading to Dallas to participate in 
the TCCE Annual Conference. 

I knew by the end of 
the conference that I 
would one day put my 
hat in the ring to serve 
on the Board of Direc-
tors. Having the ability 
to nurture relationships, 
assist in molding edu-
cational formats, and 
creating content for my 
fellow Texas Chamber executives 
is an honor and privilege.”

TCCE is the premier chamber 
association in the United States, 
with more than 260 Chamber 
members impacting the chamber 
profession in programs, leader-

ship, and innovation in 
every large and small 
community in Texas.

TCCE was founded in 
1906 and has impacted 
the Chamber profession 
in Texas for over 115 
years. TCCE’s mission is 
to provide training, de-

velopment, and leadership 
opportunities for chamber pro-
fessionals throughout the state of 
Texas. TCCE has a rich history of 
producing the best chamber lead-
ers in the country.

“I am excited to have Jill McCa-
rtney on the TCCE Board Mem-

ber for TCCE this year,” TCCE 
2021 Chairman Steve Ahlenius 
said in a statement. “Jill is an out-
standing leader, innovator, and 
collaborator. I am fortunate to get 
the opportunity to work with Jill 
these next 12 months.”

TCCE will be conducting 
a wide variety of events across 
the state of Texas, virtually and 
in-person, during 2021. 

The programs include topics of 
innovation, leadership, growing 
sponsorship dollar opportunities, 
selling, small business develop-
ment and community impact.
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By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

Kilgore’s Comprehensive Plan is 
meant to guide the city’s develop-
ment over the next decade, and at 
a Tuesday workshop, city council 
members heard a presentation on 
the plan’s details.

Community members on the 
planning committee joined with 
the council at City Hall Tuesday 
evening to hear a detailed pre-
sentation by Freese & Nichols, 
a consulting firm specializing in 
community infrastructure devel-
opment. The presentation cov-
ered details and important points 
of the city’s Comprehensive Plan, 
Downtown Master Plan and 
Transportation Master Plan.

“It’s been a long road. It’s been 
about 18 months,” said Carol 
Windham, Kilgore’s Director of 

Planning, about the effort made 
to assemble the first drafts of the 
three plans.

“This is going to the be the 
draft copy tonight,” she added, 
noting the first draft had first 
been reviewed about a month ago 
before being sent to the council 
and committee for review. Also, 
she said, if given the go-ahead by 
council and committee, the draft 
will be presented to the commu-
nity at a public hearing sometime 
next month.

Dan Sefko, Erica Craycraft and 
Eddie Haas, of Freese and Nich-
ols, broadcast into the meeting 
via video connection.

“What we’d like to do this eve-
ning is give you a brief overview 
of the process and some of the 
community input,” Sefko told 

City Council hears draft of Kilgore 2030 plan
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Kilgore City Council members, along with city staff and members of the Comprehensive Plan 
committee, hear a presentation from representatives of consulting firm Freese & Nichols Tues-
day evening. The presentation covered the previous 21 months of work on the city’s Comprehen-
sive Plan, which aims to address issues and local wishes for development and construction over 
the next decade. Guided by resident input, the plan seeks to make Kilgore a more attractive 
place to live, work and play by 2030.
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National Signing Day is normally a fairly big occasion at Kilgore High School, and it was again this year. From left: Dono-
van Adkins (2) signed with Sam Houston State; Dalton McElyea (5) signed with Stephen F. Austin; Eli Caruthers (14) signed 
with Texas A&M-Commerce; Tray Epps (21) also signed with SFA; and Kaden Kenney (82) signed with Kilgore College, who 
had a 28-player signing class. More on both in sports, page 1B.

ON THE DOTTED LINE

By MEREDITH SHAMBURGER
news1@kilgorenewsherald.com

State Rep. Jay Dean is set to serve 
on committees focusing on the state 
budget and environmental regulations 
within the Texas House of Representa-
tives this legislative session.

Other East Texas area legislators 
have been named to various oth-
er committees for the 87th Texas 
Legislature session taking place this 
spring. Committee appointments are 
made by House Speaker Dade Phelan 
(R-Beaumont) and Texas Lt. Gover-
nor Dan Patrick.

“The State of Texas has arrived at a 
pivotal moment in its history — one 
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By COURTNEY STERN
cstern@news-journal.com

A Kilgore woman 
is accused of stealing 
more than $37,000 
over a two-year peri-
od as a paralegal at a 
Longview law firm.

Rebecca Sue Wil-
liams, 39, was arrest-
ed by Gregg County 
sheriff ’s deputies 
Jan. 27 at her home 

Police: Kilgore 
woman stole 
over $37K 
from law firm

Rebecca Sue 
Williams

McCartney named to Texas Chamber of Commerce board

See CITY COUNCIL, Page 4A

See COMMITTEES, Page 4A

See THEFT, Page 6A

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2021

KILGORE NEWS HERALD
2 SECTIONS, 12 PAGES VOL. 90, NO. 11 50 CENTSKILGORENEWSHERALD.COMAMERICA’S NO. 1 SMALL CITY CAPITAL OF THE EAST TEXAS OIL FIELD

Lifestyles  .......................3A
Obituaries .....................4A
Crosswords ....................3A

Sports ............................1B
Classifieds ......................4B
Religion .........................6B

Facebook: 
Kilgore News Herald

Twitter: 
@KilgoreNews

Jill McCartney


