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See KILGOROUND, Page 4A

KILGOROUND
JAMES DRAPER
“Everything not saved will
be lost.”

– Nintendo quit screen
•

IN case you missed it, the
newsroom has moved: for
the next few months (and
change) we’re operating
out of the second floor of

News-Jour-
nal Plaza in
Longview.
By all
means,
come pay
us a visit
at 320 E.
Methvin St.

until we’re able to find the
perfect spot in Kilgore and
move back home.
IF you’re not up for
the drive, you can reach
KNH at 903-984-2593,
and you’ll also find us
working remotely as
often as possible out of
spots throughout Kilgo-
re. All our digital con-
nections are still active:
Facebook, Twitter, email.
Send your news tips to
jdraper@kilgorenews-
herald.com.

•
YOU probably won’t
forget, but just in case,
the City of Kilgore will
celebrate Independence
Day with the third an-
nual Fourth of July Ex-
travaganza Thursday at
Kilgore City Park. BILL
Woodall taught us to be
careful around words
like ‘extravaganza,’ but
he agrees: the city pulls
it off admirably.
THIS year, the 6 p.m.
to 10 p.m. celebration
includes entertainment
from the Chad Cooke
Band among food ven-
dors, water slides and a
variety of other activities
that have drawn thou-
sands of people in past
years, crowned by an

INSIDE
SPORTS: All-star tourna-
ment play continues for 
three KBBA teams.

See Page 8A

SHOPPING SMART: Look 
inside for money-savings 
specials from CVS Pharmacy, 
Denny’s, Walgreens and Walmart.

Facebook: Kilgore News Herald
Twitter:@KilgoreNews

www.HomesInEastTexas.com

903-987-1242
Caryn Couch

No matter whose sign is on the lawn, I can show it and I can sell it.

julie woods & associates
real estate firm

caryncouch@msn.com

Realtor

David Pace, Jr., Agent

2713 S. Henderson Blvd.
Kilgore, TX
903.988.8468
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Longview News-Journal

Officials on Friday continued 
to look for a suspect after a Liberty 
City bank was robbed that morning 
prompting a manhunt nearby.

Gregg County Sheriff ’s Office 
spokesman Lt. Josh Tubb said the 
call about a robbery at First National 
Bank of Hughes Springs at FM 1252 
and Texas 135 came in at 9:11 a.m.

The first unit arrived on scene at 
9:14 a.m., Tubb said, and a perimeter 
was being set up at 9:16 a.m.

Officials later released a blurry im-
age of the suspect from bank surveil-
lance footage that showed a man who 
appeared to be opening a black bag in 

front of a counter.
Tubb said the suspect was about 6 

feet tall and is possibly a white man. 
He was wearing jeans and possibly 
a denim jacket with a dark-colored 

hoodie under it.
He was wearing a blue or black 

hat with some sort of writing on the 

Authorities
search for
Liberty City
bank robber

By JAMES DRAPER
jdraper@kilgorenewsherald.com

A young girl nearly drowned at 
Kilgore City Pool Thursday night, 
but the quick response of teenage 
lifeguards and Kilgore firefighters 

brought the child back from the 
brink.

Few details are available on the 
victim — officials say she is ap-
proximately 5 years-old and is be-
ing transported for additional care 
in Dallas after she was resuscitat-

ed then regained consciousness en 
route to a local medical facility.

According to Kilgore Fire Chief 
Johnny Bellows, “The child was 
awake and crying before she ar-
rived at the hospital,” he con-
firmed Thursday evening. “Lungs 

appeared to be clear, but they’re 
transporting to Dallas just to be 
safe.”

From initial information, the 
child and others (friends and fam-
ily members) visited the pool the 
afternoon of June 27. She initially 
swam with the help of a life-jack-
et but reportedly shed it at some 
point.

Sometime after 5:15 p.m. as 

the group of children crossed a 
4-foot-deep section of water, the 
girl apparently went under the 
water and didn’t surface.

One of the lifeguards on duty 
jumped in and pulled the girl to 
the wall of the pool, B.J. Owen 
reported. According to the city’s 
special services superintendent, 

Life-savers rescue child at city pool

See ROBBERY, Page 3A See SABINE, Page 5A

See RESCUE, Page 2A

“Everyone did what they were supposed to and everything worked the way 
it was supposed to. This is why we have lifeguards.”      B.J. Owen, City of Kilgore
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Texas Shakespeare Festival patron Katia Goodman admires one of the company’s handmade costumes on 
display in the Anne Dean Turk Fine Arts Center Thursday. TSF’s 2019 opening night drew an excited crowd to 
Van Cliburn Auditorium for William Shakespeare’s “As You Like It.” SEE PAGE 1B
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Law enforcement officers search for a suspect after a rob-
bery Friday, June 28, 2019, of the First National Bank of 
Hughes Springs in Liberty City. 

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

Sabine ISD is set to move 
into the 2019-2020 school 
year in the black, according 
to figures discussed at June 
28 SISD board meeting.

On Friday, SISD trust-
ees met in the admin-
istration boardroom at 
the district’s Gladewater 
campus to hold a public 
hearing before reviewing, 
discussing and passing the 
upcoming school year’s 
budget and several budget 

Sabine ISD’s
budget lands
‘in the black,’
first time in
several years


