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INSIDE
SPORTS: Game Time 
Weekly inside; KC upset 
by Cisco. 

Page 6A

SHOPPING SMART: Look 
inside for money-savings 
specials from Atwoods, 
Bobby’s Portable Buildings, Circle 
Cafe and The Back Porch.

See KILGOROUND, Page 4A

“Don’t let the mind
limit what an able heart
can do.”

– Robert M. Hensel
•

YOU’LL see a lot of life
downtown Saturday as the
8th annual Special Abilities
Family Fun Event draws
special needs children and

adults,
their fam-
ilies and
caregivers
– they’re
SAFFE
Day’s
Everyday
Heroes –

for free food, activities, en-
tertainment and more. The
festival’s open to everyone
to come out and celebrate,
free, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

+
DON’T fret the heat:
SAFFE Day’s volunteer
organizers have secured
some cooling stations and
lots of bottled water to help
everyone enjoy the day.

•
VOTE now: Kilgore
Chamber of Commerce
wants your opinions on the
best business in Kilgore.
Submissions are being
collected on Facebook
(you can find the post on
the Kilgore News Herald’s
timeline), and nominations
need to be in as soon as
possible to be consid-
ered ahead of the 2019
STAR Gala. The top three
businesses nominated for
the new People’s Choice
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www.HomesInEastTexas.com

903-987-1242
Caryn Couch

No matter whose sign is on the lawn, I can show it and I can sell it.

julie woods & associates
real estate firm

caryncouch@msn.com

Realtor

Potential customers 
are searching for 

your business.

Spot yourself in this space:

Advertise Today! 
903.984.2593

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

Kilgore ISD school board 
trustees consulted with the 
school’s attorney Monday in 
closed session for an update on 

litigation in the case Axberg v. 
Kilgore ISD. 

The meeting was held in ac-
cordance with Section 551.071 
of Texas Government Code, 
which allows a governmental 
body to conduct a private con-

sultation with its attorney to 
seek advice about pending or 
contemplated litigation. 

No action was taken by trust-
ees following executive session, 
during which they consulted 
with their attorney for approxi-

mately one hour. They discussed 
the case amongst themselves for 
approximately 45 minutes fol-
lowing a short recess after the 
attorney left. 

Axberg v. Kilgore ISD is a 
lawsuit filed against the district 

in Sept. 2016 in Gregg Coun-
ty Court at Law No. 2 by John 
Claude Axberg, Darlene Axberg 
and Sheila Anderson. The plain-
tiffs are residents of KISD’s tax 

NEWS HERALD photos by LUCAS STROUGH

Work continues on the Chandler Street improvement project Monday as workers continued their efforts in heat 
over 95 degrees. The project, which began in late June, has taken place during stifling weather. (Belows) SSC 
Service Solutions workers pause for a moment in the shade to wipe their brows and escape the heat. Workers 
were present in the area near East Texas Oil Museum and the remodeled SL Canterbury Jr. Engineering and 
Science Building Monday.

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

There’s no denying it: it’s 
hot here in East Texas. 

While 2019 started off 
with plenty of rain (and even 
some severe storms), things 
have dried up during the 
summer months. Very little 
rain has fallen in August and 
September and temperatures 
have regularly soared to 100 
degrees as locals struggle to 
stay cool. 

“They’re definitely above 
normal (temperatures) for 
this time of year,” said Jason 
Hansford, senior meteorolo-
gist for the National Weather 

Service in Shreveport, which 
monitors weather conditions 
in East Texas. 

“Typically, the average 
temperatures for this time of 
year, moving into the middle 
part of September, generally 
range from 87 to 89 degrees. 
We’re about 10 degrees high-
er than normal.” 

Speaking on Monday, 
Hansford said there may 
be a bit of cool relief com-
ing soon but the overall 
temperature outlook shows 
more hot days ahead. 

“Very high temperatures 
will probably persist for at 

By JAMES DRAPER
jdraper@kilgorenewsherald.com

Kilgore Chamber of Com-
merce and its partners in the 
East Texas Coalition have of-
ficially sold out their seats at 
the 2019 Capitol Connect, 
but they might be able to 

squeeze just a few more folks 
into the Devall Ballroom lat-
er this month.

Reservations include about 
30 tables with 250 chairs, 
reserved by business leaders 
from across the region after 
the event was significantly 
expanded this fall. Set Sept. 

30 at Kilgore College, the 
initiative now encompasses 
nine East Texas chambers of 
commerce.

With that larger footprint, 
the revamped ‘Texas Legisla-
tive Update’ will have four 

Capitol Connect draws lawmakers here
for chambers’ 2019 legislative update

KISD board discusses ongoing tax lawsuit

Kilgore, ETx sweats through multi-county drought

See CONNECT, Page 4A

See DROUGHT, Page 5A

See LAWSUIT, Page 3A

Don’t miss the 2019 Special
Abilities Family Fun Event,
running 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
downtown Saturday

Melody Burns sips at a drink during 
Oktoberfest 2018 at Avalon Faire 
on FM 1252. See Page 3A


