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KILGOROUND
JAMES DRAPER
“You have brains in
your head. You have feet
in your shoes. You can
steer yourself any direc-
tion you choose.”

– Dr. Seuss
•

GOOD luck heading
back to school, kids. Moms
and dads, be strong.

•
TAKE note: the City of
Kilgore’s comprehensive
plan advisory committee
really does want your

insight on
the com-
munity’s
future.
See the
story at
the bot-
tom of
this page:

they’re holding an open
house in the Old Post
Office Aug. 22, concur-
rent with the chamber of
commerce’s MixPo event
and Main Street’s Sip N
Shop.
PARTICIPATE: put down
the smartphone, get out
of the house and tell
them the good, the bad
and the ugly so they can
have a more complete
perspective on the city’s
path to 2030.

•
THE City of Kilgore
has a new way to stay in
the know. Log on to City
Hall’s recently-revitalized
website at CityofKilgore.
com and click on the
notify button for direct-
to-your-inbox (or phone)
updates.

•
YOU, too, can give lo-
cal first responders a pat
on the back next month
as Gabriel/Jordan Buick
GMC and Burl’s Colli-
sion Center once again
host a lunch and live
music event for police,
firefighters, emergency
medical technicians and
others Sept. 4. The 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. includes
hamburgers and chips
for everyone who at-
tends, according to Ga-
briel/Jordan’s Bryanah
Capps.

•
FUN facts about tardi-
grades: also called “wa-
ter bears” or “moss pig-
lets,” the name of these
microscopic critters
actually means “slow

INSIDE
SPORTS: High school 
scrimmages begin this 
week; volleyball already 
well underway. 

See Page 10

SHOPPING SMART: Look 
inside for money-savings 
specials from Bodacious BBQ, 
Pinnacle Coatings and Circle Cafe.

Facebook: Kilgore News Herald
Twitter:@KilgoreNews

www.HomesInEastTexas.com

903-987-1242
Caryn Couch

No matter whose sign is on the lawn, I can show it and I can sell it.

julie woods & associates
real estate firm

caryncouch@msn.com

Realtor

Potential customers 
are searching for 

your business.

Spot yourself in this space:

Advertise Today! 
903.984.2593

NEWS HERALD photo by LUCAS STROUGH

Eighth-grade science teachers Tonia Loper and Brittney McCarty work in the science lab Tuesday as they pre-
pare to welcome students to their classroom Wednesday. They said they had spent weeks preparing for the 
upcoming school year and now they are waiting for the arrival of students.

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

Kilgore College trustees voted 
unanimously to adopt a budget 
for the 2019-2020 school year at 
Monday’s board meeting and also 
approved an unchanged tax rate 
for the upcoming year. 

 The projected budget covers the 
period from Sept. 1, 2019, to Au-
gust 31, 2020.

It includes projected revenues 
for fiscal year 2019 in the amount 
of $39,105,675 and $37,954,204 
for fiscal year 2020, an increase of 
$1,528,975 over last year’s revenues.

The increase is attributable to a 

number of factors, including in-
creased revenue from tuition, fees 
and property taxes, offset by near-
ly $40,000 less in state appropria-
tions compared to last year.

The budget includes $225,000 

for recommended salary increases 
for fiscal year 2020.

Trustee Joe Carrington pre-
sented the proposed tax rate on 

KC reaps more revenue with flat tax rate

THE FINAL COUNTDOWN

See COLLEGE, Page 3

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

Kilgore students return to class today after 
a summer break and district staff were hard 
at work Tuesday getting ready for the new 
school year.

At Kilgore Primary School, staff set up ta-
bles in the library to hand out ID tags for the 

campus’ new CarRiderPro system. The sys-
tem assigns parents an ID tag to hang from 
their rearview mirrors, which will trigger an 
electronic reader device, signaling staff inside 
the school to prepare students for pickup as 
their parents or guardians arrive.

The system, approved, purchased and set 
up this summer, is intended to make KPS 
pickups safer and more efficient.

“I think they’re excited but they had some 
questions,” said KPS Assistant Principal 
Stephanie Askew regarding parents picking 
up their assigned ID tags for the new system.

She said Principal Becky Montgomery 
spoke with parents to explain the new sys-
tem at Monday’s “Meet the Teacher” event 

KISD prepares for first day of school

By JAMES DRAPER
jdraper@kilgorenewsherald.com

‘Who is Kilgore going to 
be in 2030?’

That’s the question on 
many minds at Kilgore City 
Hall, and they’re hoping to 
put it to residents during a 

Community Open House 
at 6 p.m. Aug. 22 at the 
Old Post Office downtown.

It’s part of the initial da-
ta-gathering phase for the 
city’s new comprehensive 
plan, which “guides the 

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

Kilgore College trustees approved several policies at 
Monday’s board meeting, including a policy clarification 
for nursing mothers employed by KC who need to ex-
press breast milk while on the job.

Trustee Karol Pruett, chair of the Policy & Personnel 
Committee, discussed four policies with the board. The 

College affirms stance
for nursing mothers

Comprehensive planners
schedule open house for
community feedback

See POLICIES, Page 3

See FIRST DAY, Page 5

See PLANNING, Page 2

Projects are due 
soon for year three 
of Reel East Texas. 

See Page 2

“...our growth in property values is about 5.3 percent. As a result of 
that, our taxpayers will see an increase in their taxes even though we 
did not increase the tax rate.”   KC Trustee Joe Carrington


