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Special to the News Herald

Kilgore College has named 
Longview native Courtney Pruitt 
as athletic director, as announced 
by Dr. Staci Martin on Monday.

Pruitt served a short time as 
KC’s part-time assistant athletic 
director, then assumed the role of 
full-time interim athletic director 
in November.

She began duties as 
full-time athletic director 
on Jan. 1.

“She is very well-qual-
ified to take on the day-
to-day management of 
KC’s athletic programs, 
beginning her coaching 
career in 2005 after play-
ing basketball collegiate-
ly,” Martin said.

Pruitt has served as asso-
ciate head women’s basket-
ball coach at Prairie View 
A&M University; head 
women’s basketball coach 
at Alcorn State University; 
associate director of athlet-
ics at Wiley College; head 
women’s coach at Wiley 
College; associate head 

women’s coach at Tyler Junior Col-

lege; head women’s basketball coach 
at Ranger College; and assistant 
women’s basketball coach at Lon 
Morris College.

Pruitt said she is happy to be 
home after a long and successful 
coaching career.

“My experiences at both the 
junior college and four-year lev-
els have allowed me to master the 
skill of managing small operating 

budgets and unique scholarship 
allotments while still maintaining 
high expectations for my program,” 
Pruitt said.

She earned an associate of science 
in chemistry from Lon Morris Col-
lege, a bachelor of science in sports 
management from Newberry Col-
lege, and a master of education in 
kinesiology and health science from 
Stephen F. Austin State University.

Pruitt named Kilgore College athletic director

Courtney Pruitt

Special to the News Herald

Kilgore College is accepting applications until 
3 p.m. Monday, Jan. 24, for one board appoint-
ment to fill the vacant seat of Larry Woodfin, 
who is retiring from board service.

Woodfin represents the North Zone, Voting 
Unit 2, Place 5. The remainder of the term for 
this seat lasts until May of 2023 when a regular 
election will be held for that seat.

Voting Unit 2 includes Gladewater, White 
Oak and Sabine independent school districts.

Applicants for the seat will be reviewed by 
a board subcommittee that will recommend 
an appointment for consideration by the full 
board.

According to board bylaws, “any vacancy oc-
curring on the KC Board of Trustees through 
death, resignation or otherwise, shall be filled 
by a special election ordered by the board or 
by appointment by resolution or order of the 
board. Appointees will serve until the next reg-
ular election.”

Each member of the board must be a resident, 

KC taking 
applications 
for trustee seat

From STAFF REPORTS

COVID-19 infections are spreading rapidly 
across East Texas as the region continues to see 
high transmission rates and an increase in total 
cases.

In Gregg County, the exposure rate rose 154 
percent during the weekend, according to data 
from the Northeast Texas Public Health District. 
The county’s community transmission level re-
mained “substantial” with a seven-day rolling rate 
of new cases of 130.35 compared to 51.29 on 
Thursday.

The county’s rate of new infections on Mon-
day was the second-highest in NET Health’s 
seven-county jurisdiction, passed only by Smith 
County’s rate of 137.60.

All counties are experiencing substantial rates of 
transmission, meaning cities across each county 
are experiencing large-scale, uncontrolled com-
munity transmission of the virus in places such 

Gregg County has 
second-highest 
community 
transmission rate

COVID-19 REGIONAL DATA

By COURTNEY STERN
cstern@news-journal.com

KILGORE — Local guitar, fiddle and 
bass players gathered around in a circle 
Saturday at Kilgore Mercantile & Music 
for a jam on a rainy evening.

The “pickin’ circle” began with one 
guitar starting the tune and the oth-
ers joining in as they picked it up. The 
group meets at the shop in downtown 
Kilgore on the second Saturday of each 
month for Bluegrass & Blue Bell Acous-
tic Jam.

“We’re about music,” Kilgore Mer-
cantile & Music Owner Fred Gebhardt 
said. “These jams go on all over the 
place.”

His wife and fellow owner, Vivian, sat 
behind the food counter with a mug of 
hot tea on the damp, cold night. She 
said she does not play music but loves 
listening to the group come together.

All are welcome to join in or listen, 
but the event also has a few regulars.

“You just never know who’s going to 
show up,” Gebhardt said. He said pro-
fessionals have come through as well.

“It’s always great, never a bad time,” 
he said.

Between songs, the group members 
chatted. Some laughed about how they 
had no idea what song they had just 

played, though no one could tell.
“It’s more about the fellowship than it 

is about pickin’ anyway,” JoAnn Wilgus 
said.

The group played bluegrass, gospel 
and some country.

Carolyn Johnson of Longview sang 
and played bass. She has been playing 
in “pickin’ circles” for about 45 years, 

she said.
“I love it,” she said.
Eldon Hamilton, 71, said he has been 

playing a stringed instrument since he 
was 5 years old.

“We’re generation after generation of 
church musicians,” he said. “Most of us 
here have been playing for a long, long 
time.”

Musicians gather at Kilgore shop for bluegrass, gospel jams
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Eldon Hamilton plays guitar during the “pickin’ circle” Saturday evening at the Bluegrass & Blue Bell Acoustic 
Jam at Kilgore Mercantile & Music�

Owner of Kilgore Mercantile & Music, Fred Gebhardt, chats between 
songs during the “pickin’ circle” Saturday evening at the Bluegrass & 
Blue Bell Acoustic Jam�

Pickin’ Party
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