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KILGOROUND
JAMES DRAPER
“A box without hinges,
key, or lid, yet golden
treasure inside is hid.”

•
BECAUSE someone
asked: No. No, they are
not dropping real eggs
out of the helicopter over
Driller Park this morning.

THEY
will, how-
ever, be
depositing
thousands
and thou-
sands of
plastic
eggs on

the outfield for local
kiddoes to pick up. Save
one for us. (Whoppers,
preferably.)

+
IF you catch this in
time, the ‘Resurrection
Celebration Festival’
kicks off at 8:30 a.m.
with egg hunts for
younger kids beginning
at 9:30 a.m. The two
helicopter egg drops (for
particular age groups)
are at 11:55 and 12:25.
YOU’LL finish with time
to spare before the 1:30
p.m. Avalon Faire King’s
Feast on FM 1252.

•
VOTE easily, vote ear-
ly: polls open Monday
at Kilgore City Hall. You
can cast your early vote
April 22-26, 29-30. Find
the times on page 3.

•
BE careful searching
for eggs this weekend. If
you discover one that’s
about a foot-and-a-half
tall, covered in slime and
opening ominously as
you approach, you might
wanna run – pretty sure
that’s a xenomorph.

•
WE feel for the
Walmart employees (and
other residents) who
were left without power
Thursday following the
fury of the morning’s
storm. There were some
very empty shelves there

INSIDE
SPORTS: KHS softball tops 
Henderson; baseball clinch-
es district title.

See Page 12

SHOPPING SMART: Look inside 
for money-savings specials 
from CVS, Denny’s and Walgreens.

Facebook: Kilgore News Herald
Twitter:@KilgoreNews

David Pace, Jr., Agent

2713 S. Henderson Blvd.

Kilgore, TX

903.988.8468
RUS0319

www.HomesInEastTexas.com

903-987-1242
Caryn Couch

No matter whose sign is on the lawn, I can show it and I can sell it.

julie woods & associates
real estate firm

caryncouch@msn.com

Realtor

NEWS HERALD photo by JAMES DRAPER

First Presbyterian Church’s Rev. Will Wilson and Elder Mike Sechrist drape a black cloth across the cross fol-
lowing the traditional Stripping of the Chancel during Maundy Thursday services. The black draping of the 
cross ahead of Good Friday represents Jesus Christ’s death for the sins of His people. On Easter Sunday, white 
draping symbolizes His resurrection.

Mayoral candidates make final pitch for voter support

By JAMES DRAPER
jdraper@kilgorenewsherald.com

The Texas Senate approved a re-
worked version of a controversial 
property tax reform bill earlier this 
week, but there’s still a long road 
its passage ahead and municipal 

leaders, county officials and others 
across the state are keeping a close 
eye on lawmakers’ efforts to con-
trol local revenues.

Among those, Kilgore City 
Manager Josh Selleck and Gregg 
County Judge Bill Stoudt decry 
what others’ have described as a 

“punitive” effort by legislators that 
would limit economic growth and 
cripple taxing entities’ ability to 
fund expanding operations.

A contentious vote Monday 
in Austin saw an evolving Sen-
ate Bill 2 approved on an 18-12 
vote, sending the legislation to the 

House for more debate. A similar 
bill has already been in circulation 
in the lower chamber.

Among various elements of the 
bill, a key point of contention is a 
substantially-lowered cap on prop-
erty tax increases that don’t require 
voter approval. Right now, taxing 

entities can increase their property 
tax rates by 8% without putting 
the measure before constituents.

SB 2 (and the similar legislation 
in the House) would trigger an au-
tomatic election if officials try to 

By JAMES DRAPER
jdraper@kilgorenewsherald.com

No divisive issues have reared 
their heads in this year’s race for 
Kilgore mayor – as in 2019, in-
cumbent Ronnie Spradlin and 
challenger Victor Boyd haven’t 
drawn any battles.

Rather, each man feels he’s the 

ideal choice to lead the city in the 
coming two years.

Spradlin’s been in the mayor’s 
seat the past nine years. Boyd’s 
been on the Kilgore City Council 
for three.

The two men agree the city’s ag-
ing infrastructure – and the fund-
ing necessary to fix it – remains the 
key challenge for the community. 

Both stand by the current financial 
plan they’ve had a hand in during 
their respective tenures on the dais 
at City Hall.

For Spradlin, owner of East Tex-
as Lumber, his overall goal remains 
the same – to follow through on 
work he’s helped steer during prior 

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

Though the start of 2019 hasn’t 
equaled last year’s high rainfall totals 
– last February saw a whopping 9.12 
inches of rain – Kilgore has been 
wet so far this year. Rain has led to 
a green spring but it can have bad 
consequences, including falling trees.

Just this week, a tree on Houston 
Street fell, likely caused by wet soil 

failing to keep the tree’s root system 
in place during strong winds. 

Kilgore Director of Special 
Services B.J. Owen said the city 
doesn’t track the exact number of 
downed trees in the area but al-
lowed rain-soaked soil can make it 
more likely for trees to topple.

“When big, tall trees are leaning, 
they can be more likely to fall if the 

Strong winds, wet soil 
topple trees as storm
season builds strength

Officials circle the wagons on tax reform legislation

See LEGISLATION, Page 2

See MAYOR, Page 2

See WEATHER, Page 2
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Ava LaForest introduces herself to a bunny Friday af-
ternoon during the Willows of Kilgore’s Easter event 
for residents and local families.

Ronnie Spradlin (i) Victor Boyd


