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“No day shall erase you
from the memory of time.”
– Virgil, quoted at the 9/11

Memorial & Museum
•

“We’re still heading up.”
- FDNY Capt. Patrick

Brown, scaling the north
tower on Sept. 11, 2001

•
“Time is passing. Yet,
for the United States of
America, there will be
no forgetting September

the 11th.
We will
remem-
ber every
rescuer
who died
in honor.
We will
remember

every family that lives in
grief. We will remember
the fire and ash, the last
phone calls, the funerals
of the children.”

– former President
George W. Bush

•
“Great joys make us
love the world. Great
sadnesses make us un-
derstand the world.”

– Kent Nerburn
•

“If we learn nothing else
from this tragedy, we learn
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Former President George
W. Bush is set to speak in
early December in East
Texas as the inaugural pro-
gram in a regional speaker
series being launched by
leading institutions across

the area.
The East Texas Speakers

Forum, a new nonprofit
organization, will present
“An Evening with Presi-
dent George W. Bush” on
Dec. 3 at the Belcher Cen-

ter at LeTourneau Univer-
sity in Longview.

Tickets go on sale at 10
a.m. Monday through the
Belcher Center box office.
Seat prices are $65 and
$100. For more informa-

tion or to buy tickets, vis-
it belchercenter.com, call
(903) 233-3080 or visit
the box office.

“We were inspired by
enthusiasm in our com-
munities after other recent

speaker events, by hearing
President Bush at another
Texas fundraiser, and es-
pecially by the possibility
of furthering a sense of re-

Pres. Bush heads to East Texas for speech in December

By JAMES DRAPER
jdraper@kilgorenewsherald.com

“It was a very long, dirty day,”
Jill McCartney says. Exactly as it
should be: “It was a fun day.”

For the Kilgore Chamber of
Commerce president, her staff
and a team of volunteers, Sat-
urday’s Stars & Scars Offroad
event was an experiment – they
chose the ATV activity to replace

their previous mud run excur-
sions and put in all their effort
and excitement without any
firm expectation of what kind of
turnout the day would yield.

In the end: success, and then
some – enough to grow on.

The Sept. 7 event at Rabbit
Creek ATV saw more than 100
vehicles – of one size or another

Chamber serves up
offroad challenges

NEWS HERALD photos by JAMES DRAPER

Chris Cunnen attacks the Mud Bog at Rabbit Creek ATV during Saturday’s Stars & Scars Offroad event. The best
time (and $1,500 prize) ultimately went to Jeff Stroud. (Below) Brian Westbrook and his Jeep claw their way to
the crest of the event’s Jeep Playground.

See BUSH, Page 5A

See COMPLEX, Page 3A

See OFFROAD, Page 2A

By JAMES DRAPER
jdraper@kilgorenewsherald.com

Initial estimates put the pricetag
for a revitalized softball/soccer
complex at about $5 million, but
patient work and more in-house
strategizing at Kilgore City Hall

have trimmed the number to an
attainable $3 million.

Construction on the Hwy.
135 site is still a good way down
the road and completion years
off, but city leaders have a ten-
tative funding plan and enough
refined details to move the proj-

ect forward hand-in-hand with
members of Kilgore Soccer As-
sociation and Kilgore Youth
Softball Association.

“We’re willing to come in, take
ownership, put a massive invest-
ment into these facilities then
hand it back to them to operate,”

Kilgore City Manager Josh Sell-
eck said. “This is different from
how most cities do this. Honestly,
though, we think it’s the best of
both worlds.

“You’ve got the passion of
the parents to take care of the
leagues and the facility, and you

have the assistance of the city
to build it without requiring a
long-term tax commitment to
maintain it, which can some-
times be more costly.”

For starters, City Hall aims to

City refines $3M plan to refurbish 135 sports complex

Muddin’ crowd brings Scar power


