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INSIDE
SPORTS:  District 
play begins for 
KHS, Sabine  
soccer teams  
Friday; KC men’s  
basketball at  
Tyler tonight, 
both home  
Saturday. 

See Page 8A
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BY YOLEYNE ROMERO

yromero@news-journal.com

Get your wallets ready: It’s Girl 
Scout cookie season.

Members of  Girl Scouts of  
Northeast Texas began selling 
Thin Mints, Tagalongs, Do-si-dos 
and more this past week.

Girl Scouts of  Northeast Texas 
covers 32 counties from just north 
of  Waco extending to the Oklaho-
ma state line, and from Irving to 
the Louisiana border.

Melda Carter, Troop 1565 lead-

er and Gregg County service unit 
manager, said this past Friday 
was cookie pickup day and was 
open to any area troops.

She said Troop 1015 picked up 
11,340 boxes this past week and 
had to use an 18-wheeler to trans-
port them from a warehouse to 
the cookie manager’s home.

Customers have a couple of  
options to find cookies, including 
using the online cookie finder at 
gsnetx.org.

After visiting the website, enter 
the corresponding ZIP code into a 

box near the top of  the page. The 
website then will redirect to all of  
the locations in or near that ZIP 
code where Girl Scouts will be set 
up. Clicking “Booth Details” on 
each location will show specific 
times and dates for when they will 
be set up.

The other way to find cookies is 
by using the Girl Scouts’ Digital 
Cookie link. The link is a more 
personalized way to support a 
troop member and directs buyers 

It’s Crunch Time: Girl Scout cookie season opens

Girl Scout 
cookies for 
Troop 1015 are 
on sale Thurs-
day at the 
entryway to 
Brookshire’s 
in White Oak.
Michael Cavazos/
Longview 
News-Journal

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Congressman Nathanial Moran an-
nounced Friday he had been granted 
a waiver from the Steering Committee 
to allow him to serve on a third House 
committee, the Committee on Educa-
tion and the Workforce, in addition to 
committees on foreign affairs and judi-
ciary.

“The Committee on Education and 
the Workforce ensures that the free-
doms and liberties given to the Amer-
ican people through the Constitution 
are not only upheld, but strengthened 
and secured,” he said. “It is time for 
Congress to empower parents — not 
the federal government — to direct 
the education of  their children at the 
state level. We have a responsibility to 
protect our children from the weapon-
ization of  schools and radical agendas 
in the classroom. I look forward to 
supporting families, educational insti-
tutions at all levels, and the many job 
creators in America — big and small — 
who educate, innovate and ultimately 

BY JENNIFER SCOTT

jscott@tylerpaper.com

Human trafficking is defined as 
modern-day slavery and has no place 
anywhere, but local advocates say the 
problem is everywhere.

“Every year millions of  men, wom-
en, and children are trafficked world-
wide,” said Becky Cunio, executive di-
rector of  local nonprofit For the Silent, 
“including right here in East Texas.”

With January recognized as Human 
Trafficking Month, many organiza-
tions are speaking out to continue the 
spread of  awareness, push for preven-
tion and educate the public the reali-
ties and horrors of  human trafficking.

“Many myths and misconceptions 
exist,” Cunio said. “Recognizing key 

Moran picked 
to serve on 
3rd House 
committee

AWARENESS MONTH

Groups speak 
out on human 
trafficking at 
local event

BY LUCAS STROUGH

lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

A 
major, two-year project 
to address long-standing 
issues on a major city 

thoroughfare has entered its 
final phase, according to the 
City of  Kilgore.

“Please be aware that con-
struction activities on Main 
Street are now including road 
repairs which will require 
lane closures for minimized 
sections of  Main Street,” the 
city posted on their website 
Monday.

These partial closures are 
anticipated to last through 
May and are starting with 
northwest-bound traffic. The 
final phase of  the project will 
largely focus on pavement and 
sidewalk repairs and improve-
ments.

As of  Jan. 20, the city report-
ed True Roads Construction 
of  Hallsville had completed 
3,608 linear feet of  curb and 
gutter, 21 approaches and eight 
ADA ramps. On Monday, the 
city took control of  the final 
phase of  the project, which will 

include the installation of  new 
curbs, driveways and wider 
sidewalks along the street.

The Main Street Improve-
ments project, budgeted at $2.4 
million, began in 2021 and is 
slated to wrap up in May. The 
project has caused some local 
drivers frustration with de-

tours and rough road surfaces, 
but the end is now in sight.

Engineering for the Main 
Street improvement project 
began in 2019. Halff  Associates, 
Inc. is serving as engineer and 
architect for the project.

The first phase of  the proj-
ect included removal of  the 

existing asphalt on the road 
in downtown Kilgore between 
U.S. 259 and Rusk Street. In 
2021 and 2022, construction 
workers replaced all water, 
sewer and storm drains on 
Main Street.

Final Phase
Main Street Project beginning to wrap up in Kilgore

Lucas Strough/Kilgore News Herald Photos

On Monday, the city took control of the final phase of the project, which will include the installation of new curbs, driveways and wider sidewalks along the street.

On Monday, workers replace and repair sidewalks, curbs and gutters at the intersection of Broadway and Main. That day, 
the two-year, $2.4 million project moved into its final phase, expected to wrap up in May.
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