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INSIDE
SPORTS: Changes abound for this 
year’s high school football season, 
and a famous KC alumni is dealing 
with COVID-19.

See Page 8A

SHOPPING SMART: Look inside for 
money-savings specials from Char-
burger and CVS Pharmacy. 

By MITCH LUCAS
mlucas@kilgorenewsherald.com

For over 18 years, Richard Stan-
ley has been the guardian of about 
1,100 students a day as the Kilgore 
Independent School District’s re-
source officer.

He’ll soon be wearing a different 
hat – Stanley was elected just over 
two weeks ago as the new Rusk 
County Precinct One Constable – 
but he doesn’t plan to be a stranger.

“I’ll still be there,” he laughed, in 
an interview with the News Herald 
on Thursday. “Might not be as 

much as I’m used to being there, 
but I’ll still be there. I don’t think I 
could give that up.

“The friendships and relation-
ships I’ve built with the faculty, 
staff and students, and also the 
parents – that means so much to 
me. Parents trust you to take care 
of their kids. It’s kind of hard not 
to develop friendships and bonds 
with them, throughout all this 
time. I’ll miss that day-to-day in-
teraction very much.”

Stanley won the runoff for the 
constable’s position on July 14, 
and he has no opponent in the No-

vember election, so he’ll take office 
in January. And it’ll be the latest 
chapter of a life that seems to be all 
about public service.

Richard Stanley grew up in 
Longview, in the Spring Hill area, 
one of the children of Lynn and 
Brenda Stanley, and after becom-
ing a law enforcement officer, he 
eventually found his way to Kilgo-
re.

“I started (as KISD resource of-
ficer) in spring break of the 2002 
school year,” he said. “(Wife) Farris 

Associated Press

AUSTIN — With the Texas econ-
omy slowly awakening from effects of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Comptroller 
Glenn Hegar reminds shoppers they can 
save money on clothes and school sup-
plies during the state’s sales tax holiday 
next weekend, Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day, Aug. 7-9.

The law exempts sales tax on quali-
fied items — such as clothing, footwear, 
school supplies and backpacks — priced 
below $100, saving shoppers about $8 on 
every $100 they spend. The date of the 
sales tax holiday and list of tax-exempt 
items are set by the Texas Legislature.

“Even though significant uncertain-
ty remains for our public and private 
schools as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the sales tax holiday is a 
perfect opportunity to save money on 
school supplies and other tax-free items 
at a time when many Texans are carefully 
monitoring their family finances,” Hegar 
said. “Online shopping is covered, so I 
encourage all Texans to shop online or 
practice social distancing when making 
in-store purchases. We want folks to stay 
safe while saving money.”

Apparel and school supplies that may 
be purchased tax-free are listed on the 
comptroller’s website at TexasTaxHoli-
day.org.

To promote social distancing, the 
comptroller’s office wants all taxpayers 
to know that during the annual sales 
tax holiday, qualifying items can be pur-
chased online or by telephone, mail, cus-
tom order or any other means (including 

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

One lucky Kilgore College 
student will be driving home in 
a brand new Chevrolet Cruze 
and nine others will have some 
financial assistance as they pur-
sue their educations.

Dani Moreno, a Kinesiolo-
gy major from Houston, won 
the grand prize of a new Chevy 
Cruze Friday morning as nine 
other students took home 
checks from KC.

“It feels great!” Moreno said 
about her win. “It’s so cool. I 
was not expecting this at all.”

Moreno said she doesn’t cur-
rently have a vehicle and the new 
Cruze will be especially useful.

The 10 finalists assembled on 
the Mike Miller Plaza in front of 
KC’s Watson Library Friday for 
a brief ceremony that was slight-
ly delayed by a rain shower. The 
first eight $500 winners were 
drawn at random from a bowl 
of names and the final two were 
each allowed to choose a key 
fob, only one of which would 
unlock the new vehicle.

The moment of truth came as 
the fobs were pressed and More-
no raised her hand to her face in 
surprise as the other contestants 
cheered.

The car, donated by Patter-
son Chevrolet of Kilgore, was 
the grand prize in KC’s “Cruise 

For Success” program. The first 
runner-up prize was a check for 
$1,000 and the eight remaining 
prizes were $500 checks.

The “Cruise for Success” pro-
gram allows qualifying KC stu-

dents to earn points throughout 
the fall and spring semesters for 
a chance to win a new car, spon-
sored by Patterson Chevrolet 
Kilgore.

Beginning in August of 2020, 

qualifying KC students can once 
again earn points for monthly 
prizes and work toward qualify-
ing for the drawing for a new car 

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

Kilgore is now in a better 
position to offer fun and rec-
reation to community mem-
bers of all ability levels.

A two-year planning, fund-
raising and construction pro-
cess was completed Wednes-
day as city officials, staff and 
a slew of volunteers of all ag-
es placed the finishing touch-
es on the brand-new Friend-

ship Playground at Harris 
Street Park. Construction 
took place Monday through 
Wednesday this week. Sur-
facing work at the park will 
take place over the next few 
weeks before the amenity of-
ficially opens to the public.

Specially-tailored so ev-
eryone can enjoy its equip-
ment without regard for any 
medical, physical or mental 

PERSONALITY PROFILE | RICHARD STANLEY

New responsibilities, founded commitment for constable
New Rusk County 
Precinct One Consta-
ble Richard Stanley 
(left), with wife Farris. 
Stanley may have new 
duties, but he’s tak-
ing them on with the 
same foundation he’s 
always had as a po-
lice officer, and a KISD 
resource officer: ded-
ication, respect and 
commitment to doing 
a fantastic job. 

Photo courtesy of the STANLEY 
FAMILY

City completes work on accessible playground
Volunteers of all 
ages placed the 
finishing touches 
on the brand-
new Friendship 
Playground at 
Harris Street 
Park. Construc-
tion took place 
Monday through 
Wednesday this 
week. 

NEWS HERALD Photo by 
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State’s sales 
tax holiday 
set Aug. 7-9

CRUISING IN STYLE!

News Herald Photo by Lucas Strough

Dani Moreno, of Houston, reacts in surprise as she presses a key fob unlocking her 
brand new Chevrolet Cruze. Moreno won the vehicle as part of Kilgore College’s “Cruise 
For Success” program at a Friday morning event on the KC campus. Moreno, along with 
nine other KC students, had their names entered in a raffle for achieving academic mile-
stones at KC. Eight other students won $500 checks, the first runner-up won a $1,000 
check and Moreno left with the new car, donated by Patterson Chevrolet of Kilgore, after 
drawing a key fob at random and discovering it was the correct one to unlock the Cruze. 

KC awards brand new car, checks to hard-working students

See STANLEY, Page 4A
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