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By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

The City of Kilgore announced 
the end to a strict citywide water 
conservation order and a boil notice 
on Tuesday morning.

Water conservation had been 
mandated for all of Kilgore in the 
wake of damage caused by a re-
cord-breaking week-long winter 
storm last week. The subfreezing 
temperatures caused a large num-
ber of broken and damaged pipes in 
the city and at the well field where 
Kilgore draws its municipal water 
supply.

Residents were being urged to 
continue boiling all water used for 

human consumption until the city’s 
water quality could be tested.

“This means you can get caught 
up on laundry, wash the salt off 
your car, and take a slightly longer 
shower. We should always practice 
water conservation, but the ex-
traordinary conservation measures 
are over!” the city said in a note on 
Facebook.

In the post, the city also encour-
aged residents to wash their cars 
thoroughly, as the salt and sand 
mixture used to reduce slippery ice 
at city intersections can cause rust 
on vehicles if not washed off.

Citizens may experience 

City’s boil notice, conservation order lifted
KPD Support Lieutenant 
and Emergency Re-
sponse Director Terry 
Linder loads a crate of 
water for locals Monday 
morning behind Brook-
shire’s� KPD, KFD and 
city staff were on hand 
Monday for the city’s 
second water distribu-
tion effort following a 
days-long winter storm 
last week� Linder said 
1,700 cases of water 
were given away at the 
first event Saturday and 
they expect to give away 
many more�
News Herald Photo by Lucas Strough

From STAFF REPORTS

Kilgore-area schools were slowly 
getting back to normal on Tuesday 
as the city’s water system returned to 
normal.

Kilgore ISD cancelled school 
Monday and Tuesday because of the 
water challenges, offering grab-and-
go meals Tuesday from 10:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. at Kilgore High 
School and Chandler Elementary. 
An announcement on Wednesday’s 
classes had not been made by press 
time.

Meanwhile, Kilgore College re-
sumed normal operations on Tues-
day, reopening both the Kilgore and 
Longview campuses. The school 

Schools 
returning 
to normal 
schedule

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

Kilgore College trustees announced 
at Tuesday’s board meeting that tui-
tion and fees will not increase for the 
2021-2022 academic year as a direct 
response to financial hardships caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

“The college administration is not 
recommending an increase in tui-
tion or general education fees at this 
time for the coming year,” said Larry 
Woodfin, chair of the Investment/Fi-
nance/Audit Committee.

“All tuition and general education 
fees will remain the same as last year.”

According to the college, tuition 
and fees for the 2020-2021 school 

No tuition, fees 
increase slated for 
Kilgore College

From STAFF REPORTS

Skipper and KT Wright of 
Liberty City woke up extra early 
Thursday morning, got in their 
Jeep with 37-inch wheels and 
took to East Texas roads to help 
nurses, doctors and hospital staff 
members get to work at Christus 
Good Shepherd Medical Center 
so they could care for patients in 
the community.

“It’s been a pleasure helping. 
They do so much for us,” Skipper 
Wright said. “And this is personal 
to me.”

Wright has Stage 4 cancer. He’s 
been visiting Texas Oncology in 
Longview for treatment, but he 
said it is all medical personnel 
that matter to him, regardless of 
where they work.

“They do so much me, so if I 
can help them in any way, that’s 
what I’m here to do,” he said. 

“They take care of us way more 
than we do them. If all I’ve got to 
do is pick them up and take them 

home, that’s a small thing to do 
for them.”

The Wrights are two of ma-
ny Kilgore-area residents who 
took care of their neighbors this 
past week when a winter storm 
dumped between 6 to 8 inches 
and then another 3-5 inches of 
snow, sleet and ice on the area.

The Wrights are among dozens 
upon dozens of Jeep owners who 
have participated in a large-scale 
effort coordinated by the non-
profit organization, E.T. Jeep 
Outlaws, to transport hospital 
staff members to and from work 
each day so they could continue 
providing medical care to the 
community.

“Every single one of the 

Lending a Hand
Kilgore-area residents take care of each other during winter storm

Michael Cavazos/Longview News-Journal Photos

East Texas Jeep Outlaws members Skipper and KT Wright speak about being able to help pick up front line workers and 
take them to and from work since roads have been difficult to travel on Thursday at Christus Good Shepherd Medical Center�

Skipper and KT Wright drive down Marshall Avenue in 
Longview as it is blanketed in snow and ice on Thursday�
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