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The death of a Bowie 
County woman pushed the 
COVID-19 death toll in 
Northeast Texas to three as 
the number of confirmed 
cases across the region 
jumped by more than 23% 
Monday.

The new cases included 
six more in Bowie County, 
the first in Camp County, 

a second in Upshur Coun-
ty and another in Smith 
County, pushing its total 
to 32. The latest counts 
available Monday evening 
showed there were at least 
69 confirmed cases across 
16 Northeast Texas coun-
ties. That was up 13 from a 
day earlier.

In Upshur County, Judge 
Todd Tefteller said Mon-
day the latest case was con-
firmed in a patient who 

lives within Gilmer City 
limits. He said the case had 
been confirmed by health 
officials Sunday, but had 
no information about how 
it was contracted or the pa-
tient’s location.

“I can only hope that ev-
erybody takes the spread of 
this God-forsaken disease 
seriously,” he said.

In Camp County, Judge 
A.J. Mason said he had 
been informed by the Texas 

Department of State Health 
Services of his county’s first 
case. He warned it wouldn’t 
be the last.

“Currently, cases contin-
ue to increase in Texas at a 
rate in excess of 30% per 
day,” Mason said in a state-
ment. “At this rate, cases 
will double nearly every 
day. While there is no cause 
for panic, I cannot over-
state how important it is to 
continue to adhere to the 
guidelines and executive 
orders to lessen the spread 
of this virus.”

In Bowie County, a 
70-year-old woman who 
had tested positive for 
COVID-19 died Saturday 
at Wadley Regional Med-
ical Center in Texarkana, 
her husband told the Texar-
kana Gazette.

Brenda Joyce Ciganeiro 
was not allowed visitors in 
her final days as the hos-
pital locked down to help 
prevent spread of the virus, 
George Ciganeiro, 77, her 
husband of 36 years, said 
Monday.

A Wadley spokesperson 

declined to confirm the 
news, but the regional joint 
Emergency Operations 
Center confirmed a Bow-
ie County death related to 
the virus. The EOC did not 
provide specific informa-
tion about the patient who 
died.

Later  Monday,  the 
tri-county EOC reported 
the total of confirmed cas-
es in Bowie had jumped 
to nine from three a day 
earlier. It also confirmed 

Region’s third COVID-19 death recorded
Case totals jump 23% between Sunday, Monday

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

K
ilgore City Council ap-
proved an extension of a 
city-wide Emergency Dec-

laration at a special called board 
meeting Tuesday afternoon at 
City Hall.

Kilgore Mayor Ronnie Spradlin 
ratified a mandatory “shelter at 
home” order issued by Gregg 
County Judge Bill Stoudt last 
Thursday. The order suspends 
the operation of non-essential 

businesses in the Gregg and Rusk 
County portions of Kilgore and 
places guidelines on activity with-
in the city.

Residents are encouraged to 
only leave homes for necessary 
tasks, such as working at an es-
sential business, buying groceries 
or medication and going to med-
ical appointments. Kilgore Police 
Department has clarified some 
misconceptions about the order, 
noting they will not be stopping 
motorists to determine their des-
tination or requiring people to 

carry slips proving they work for 
an essential business.

As coronavirus infections have 
increased in East Texas, through-
out Texas as a whole and nation-
wide, city council members voted 
unanimously to extend the dec-
laration through the end of April 
to combat the spread of the epi-
demic.

City Manager Josh Selleck 
asked council members (spaced 
apart to accommodate social dis-

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.

com

Kilgore Police Depart-
ment and Kilgore’s Cler-
gy and Police Alliance are 
reaching out to the Kil-
gore community to help 
the city’s most vulnerable 
citizens stay safe during 

the COVID-19 virus out-
break.

Announced on Monday, 
KPD and CAPA will be 
delivering essential sup-
plies, including groceries, 
prescription medications 
and mail to Kilgoreites 
who are elderly, medically 
fragile or have a weakened 
immune system.

People with these con-
ditions are especially 
vulnerable to infection 
from the coronavirus and 
COVID-19, the disease it 
causes.

“The program began this 
morning at 8 a.m. and will 
end daily at noon, Mon-
day-Friday. CAPA is not 
accepting donations as far 

as I know, but anyone who 
would like to volunteer 
to assist is welcome to do 
so. The point of contact 
for CAPA is Mr. Jonathan 
Latham, Police Chaplain 
and Victim Services Co-
ordinator for the Kilgore 
Police Department,” said 
KPD Asst. Chief Johna-
than Gage on Tuesday.

Those who wish to use 
the service and who need 
help with pickup and de-
livery of essential items 
may call 903-218-5122. 
Phones are answered week-
days from 8 a.m. to noon. 
Those interested may also 
call 903-984-2928 to leave 

Kilgore police, clergy work to provide essentials for people

Shelter & Safety
City council extends emergency declaration through April

NEWS HERALD Photo by Lucas Strough

Kilgore City Manager Josh Selleck presents a single agenda item to the city council at a 
special called meeting Tuesday: asking council members to extend a city-wide emergency 
declaration put in place last week to combat the spread of the COVID-19 epidemic. The 
order was unanimously approved, extending the order through the month of April. The 
order suspends operation of non-essential businesses and encourages citizens to shelter 
at home and practice social distancing.

See Region, Page 4A

See Essentials, Page 2A

See Declaration, Page 2A

From STAFF REPORTS
AUSTIN – In response to the 

COVID-19 pandemic and to 
prevent further spread into the 
state of Texas from hotspot ar-
eas, Governor Greg Abbott has 
tasked the Texas Department 
of Public Safety (DPS) with en-
forcing two Executive Orders 
surrounding travel into the state 
of Texas. GA-11 was issued on 
March 26 and specifically ad-
dresses air travel, while GA-12 
was issued on March 29 and ad-
dresses travel by roadways from 
Louisiana into Texas.

The requirements under both 
Executive Orders are the same 
 — a covered person under the 
mandated quarantines shall re-
main in the designated quaran-
tine location for a period of 14 
days or the duration of the per-
son’s presence in Texas, which-
ever is shorter. A violation of 
the orders is subject to criminal 
penalties, and the department 
encourages all individuals to 
abide by all measures that have 
been enacted by the Governor 
to mitigate the consequences of 
the current public health disas-
ter.

The quarantine restrictions 
related to air travelers do not 

Abbott 
imposes 
travel 
limits

See Abbott, Page 4A

“Hold fast to dreams,
For if dreams die
Life is a broken-winged
bird,
That cannot fly.”
—Langston Hughes

•
ON Tuesday, Kilgore
City Council unanimously

voted to
extend
the city-
wide
emer-
gency
decla-
ration
through
the
month of

April. While it’s certainly
not happy news, it’s an
important step towards
protecting our citizens
and ensuring the health
of our most vulnerable
Kilgoreites. Also, Kilgore
Police, Fire and other
first responders have
launched a program to
deliver essential supplies
to those who need it most
in our community. The
situation may be dark
but these actions are a
source of brightness,
showing how East Texans
take care of one another
when they need it most.

•
IF you’re anything like
us, dear readers, you
may have noticed you
have some extra time on
your hands these days,
with everyone sheltering
at home. It might be the
perfect time to take up a

See Kilgoround, Page 4A


