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KILGOROUND
JAMES DRAPER

“Wisdom is knowing the
right path to take. Integrity
is taking it.”

– M.H. McKee
•

THANK you to those men
and women in this com-
munity and in the counties
that encompass it who
hold the thin blue line on

our behalf.
Congrat-
ulations
to those
among us
who were
honored
Tuesday
night at the

28th Annual Giants of Law
Enforcement Banquet at
Maude Cobb Activity Cen-
ter in Longview.
AN event that remem-
bers the sacrifice of offi-
cers who fell in the line
of duty as well as those
who serve today, the cel-
ebration recognized five
Kilgore Police Department
standouts: Ofc. Trevor
Gesik (MADD Outstanding
Service Award), Cpl. Ste-
phen Goodson (Investiga-
tor of the Year), Police Of-
ficer Mgr. Jacki Hargrove
(Civilian of the Year), Ofc.
Joey Johnston (Officer of
the Year) and Sgt. Terry
Linder (Supervisor of the
Year, MADD Outstanding
Service Award).

+
WE absolutely can
vouch for the integrity of
these public servants, all
of whom work diligently
to protect this city and its
people. Each of them, and
their colleagues, contribute
to the articles you read
here, and we’re grateful for

INSIDE
SPORTS: Kilgore baseball 
finishes series – find Game 
One results inside, get 
updates online.

See Page 8A

SHOPPING SMART: Look 
inside for money-savings 
specials from Factory Direct 
Flooring, Walgreens and Western Auto.
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By GLENN EVANS
Longview News-Journal

Kilgore police have lev-
eled a murder solicitation 
charge against a man who 
previously was convicted 
of evidence tampering in 

the 2016 kidnapping and 
death of a pregnant Kilgo-
re woman.

Allen Lamont Sutton Jr., 
29, of Overton was being 
held Thursday in the Rusk 
County Jail on $750,000 
bond attached to a charge 

of solicitation to commit 
capital murder, online re-
cords show.

A jury previously handed 
Sutton a 10-year sentence, 
the maximum, on a charge 
of tampering with physi-
cal evidence in relation to 

the Fall 2016 killing, Rusk 
County District Attorney 
Micheal Jimerson wrote 
in a public statement last 
week.

Sheryia Grant, 20, was 
reported missing from Kil-
gore on Aug. 20, 2016. She 

was eight months pregnant 
at the time, and authorities 
say she was murdered soon 
after she disappeared.

Speaking Tuesday, the 
lead detective in the case 

Overton man faces new charge in Sheryia Grant murder case

See CHARGE, Page 5A

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

Graduating Kilgore High 
School seniors were awarded 
with more than $1 million in 
scholarship awards at a Schol-
arship and Awards Assembly 
held at First Baptist Church 
Friday.

KHS Principal Charles Pres-
ley welcomed students, faculty, 

family members and commu-
nity members as the awards 
ceremony began. He also con-
gratulated the students on their 
accomplishments.

“It’s been a privilege to watch 
(the students) grow up for the 
past 18 years. Their accom-
plishments are amazing. They 
are a fine group of young men 
and women and we are very 
proud of them. We know that 

they are going to continue to 
represent Kilgore very well once 
they leave us,” Presley said.

Awards were presented to 
students by a variety of groups 
– branches of the armed forc-
es, local business owners, the 
Kilgore Lions Club and Rotary 
Club, Kilgore churches, faculty 
members of Kilgore ISD and 

Kilgore seniors exceed
$1 million in awards

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

Available properties in downtown 
Kilgore are on display today as poten-
tial retail business and restaurant own-
ers search for lucrative locations.

The “Imagine the Possibilities” 
self-guided tour kicks off at 10 a.m. Sat-
urday. Participants can view eight listings 
in the downtown area as they imagine a 
future doing business in Kilgore.

Main Street Coordinator Sonya Wa-
ters said a variety of listings will be in-
cluded in the tour.

“They are properties that are for 

Tour highlights
‘endless’ potential
of available space
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Graduating KHS senior Brayden Vancil receives a medal from 
Danville Masonic Lodge Senior Warden Tim Boaze along with 
the $1,000 Mirabeau B. Lamar scholarship. See AWARDS, Page 6A

By LUCAS STROUGH
lstrough@kilgorenewsherald.com

Kilgore residents turned up to the 
polls to cast ballots in a May 4 election 
– but not as many as in recent years.

The city’s most recent elections 
were for several offices, including 
mayor, city council seats and seats on 
the Kilgore ISD and Kilgore College 
board of trustees.

According to official tallies provided 
by the city, 555 Kilgoreites cast votes in 
the mayoral race, 3.75 percent of Kil-
gore’s total population.

Incumbent Ronnie Spradlin won 
that race with 381 votes, 68.65 percent 

Canvassing
confirms low
turnout for
2019 election
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Pa’Sha Day, held in remembrance of Kilgore Middle School student Pa’Sha 
Williams who died of cancer in 2016, was a combination of games, sports and 
fun at KMS Friday afternoon. Students took turns kicking soccer balls at inflat-
able scoreboards, seen here, and participating in a variety of other games. 

See TOUR, Page 6A

See VOTE, Page 6A


