
March 7, 2025 

To our GroƯ Families, 

As many of you may have heard, GroƯ is going to be closed for the remainder of the school 
year. During these past few days, we have been working with numerous people across the 
district to come up with a back up plan in case it was needed. We now know it's needed. 
While we don’t have all of the details yet, we are working on it!  

 

Here’s what we know… 
Educational materials will be available at GroƯ on Monday, 3-10, at 9:30-1030, 12:00-1:00 
and 4:30-5:30 in the parent pick up area. These materials will be for the week following the 
same process that we currently have in place. 

Where students will  go to school: We have worked to determine where there is open space 
to house our students and staƯ. While there isn’t room for our entire school to move to one 
location, there is room across the district for us. Here is where students will attend starting 
on Monday, 3/17 for the remainder of the year: 
Kindergarten: Lakeview 
1st grade: Garden Heights 
2nd grade: Lakeview 
3rd grade: Longview 
4th and 5th grade: Vanguard, House 2 
Lifeskills: Garden Heights 

Who is my child’s teacher? Teachers are moving with their classes so your student will have 
the same teacher. Our PE and music teachers will also continue working with our students. 

How students will get to and from school: GroƯ will be utilized as our home base for 
transportation. Parent pick up and drop oƯ will still be available at GroƯ. Walkers can still 
walk to GroƯ. Students who ride buses will also still be brought to GroƯ.  Students will then 
take a bus to their new school.They will also be returned to GroƯ at the end of the day to go 
home as they normally would. StaƯ will be supervising both before and after school at GroƯ 
for transportation purposes. If parents would prefer to transport to the new school, they are 
welcome to do so. We are still working on more details. 

Student supplies: Teachers will be moving your students supplies to their new classroom. 

Open house: We are working to set up an open house at each school for our families so you 
can see where students will be. 



Attendance: It is still our goal to connect with every family, every day this week and next 
week. Please make sure to respond to the messages your teacher sends out in Parent 
Square. This would be greatly appreciated! 

Boys & Girls Club Transportation: If your student is registered for the Boys and Girls Club 
and you would like that option this week, the bus will be available at GroƯ to pick those 
students up at 3:30 for the remainder of the week. If your child is not yet registered and you 
would like to take part in this opportunity, please contact the Boys and  

Girls Club. As a reminder, this bus takes students to the Boys and Girls Club and then 
families are responsible for picking them up. Students need to be at the bus area by 3:30 if 
they want a ride. It is important that students wait in the bus area only and do not roam the 
campus as crews are actively working. 

Breakfast/Lunch: Free meals for GroƯ students will be available to pick up at GroƯ between 
9:30 am and 10:30 am daily in the bus lane. 

A message from Nurse Liz: If there is medication on campus that you need at home please 
contact our School Nurse at 509-793-7576 

A message from our school counselor, Mrs. Vasquez: If your family needs assistance with 
food or school work/packets, please don't hesitate to reach out. We can coordinate items 
being delivered to your students. You can send me a direct message at 
jserrano@mlsd161.org, and we will coordinate a plan to ensure your needs are met. 

We are here to support you, and I look forward to connecting with you. 

Music lessons can be accessed at this link: https://bit.ly/4khiae5 

PE lessons can be accessed at this link: bit.ly/3iTxPQI 

  
NOVA: If your 3rd grade child attends NOVA on Monday, you are welcome to meet the bus 
at GroƯ at 10:45 am and pick your child up at 2:30 pm, or you may take your child directly to 
NOVA. If your 4th grade child attends NOVA on Wednesday, you are welcome to meet the 
bus at GroƯ at 9:30 am and pick your child up at 2:25 pm, or you may take your child 
directly to NOVA. If your 5th grade child attends NOVA on Friday, you are welcome to meet 
the bus at GroƯ at 9:35 am and pick your child up at 2:25 pm, or you may take your child 
directly to NOVA. 

We will continue to provide updates as more information becomes available. We know that 
you have many more questions and we are doing our best to work through the details to 
keep all of our students safe, supported, and educated. While this is not what we ever 



hoped to have happen, our staƯ is committed to doing the very best we can for every 
student and while we do not have all of the answers, we are continuing to move forward. 
Please be kind to the staƯ as they are also experiencing many of the same emotions as our 
families. Thank you for your support and understanding. 

Sincerely, 

Nikki Mackey 

Principal 
GroƯ Elementary 
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