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Despite loss, Conchs teams just glad to be in pool — 1B 75¢

CAYO CONCH

“If it looks like 
Fantasy Fest, and it 

acts like Fantasy Fest …”

TO OUR READERS

ON THE RADIO

NEWS: 7:30, 8:30 a.m., 

noon, 5 & 6 p.m.

Evening Edition 5-5:30 p.m.
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Monroe County Sheriff 

Rick Ramsay tells the 

story of a cold murder 

case recently solved by 

the Sheriff’s Offi ce and 
other law partners.

Also on today’s show:

� Judd Wise, Key West 
High School
� Annalise Mannix,

Monroe County 
Commission Dist. 1 
candidate
� Greg Veliz, Key West City 
Manager
� Roman Gastesi, Monroe 
County Adminstrator
� Liz Young, Arts Council 
director

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA

Key West Citizen

With sea level rise being an 

issue now and in the future, the 

Monroe County government has 

started two pilot projects to stem 

the tide.

The county started testing two 

temporary fl ood control projects 

in two Upper Keys neighborhoods 

prone to flooding during king 

tides and rain storms — Twin 

Lake and Stillwright Point.

On Friday, county workers 

installed Monroe County a 

temporary fl ood control barrier 

in the Twin Lakes community 

in Key Largo to help alleviate 

recent king tide road fl ooding. 

As one of the county’s pilot 

road elevation projects not 

yet constructed, this interim 

measure aims to provide relief 

to residents from the current 

tidal fl ooding, Monroe County 

Engineering Services Director 

Judy Clarke said.

About 1,200 linear feet of 

temporary, 24-inch high water-

fi lled fl ood control barriers were 

installed by county staff and 

the vendor, U.S. Flood Control, 

Clarke said. The equipment cost 

roughly $53,000 to purchase and 

install, Clarke said.

The barrier provides a dam 

between the road and the tidal 

waters of Florida Bay. The barrier 

did contain the rainwater that 

STEMMING THE FLOW

County’s pilot projects target sea level rise

BY PRU SOWERS

Key West Citizen

As the clock ticks down to Friday’s 

traditional start of Fantasy Fest, no 

one is quite sure what is going to 

happen.

The offi cial Fantasy Fest has been 

canceled due to the coronavirus. 

However, city officials believe an 

unknown number of people are still 

coming. And some offi cial events 

aimed at raising money for several 

local non-profi t organizations have 

been scheduled.

City public safety agencies are 

gearing up for crowd control, with 

other law enforcement agencies 

sending officers to help. City 

spokesperson Alyson Crean said 

the Monroe County Sheriff’s Offi ce 

and the state highway patrol usually 

assist with Fantasy Fest, even this 

year.

“We are getting other agencies 

to help. We have a plan similar to 

what we usually do except there’s 

no Fantasy Zone so no nudity,” she 

said. “But we won’t be bringing in 

[police mounted] horses because 

there’s no parade.”

City Manager Greg Veliz said 

the extra officers will be staying 

in rooms at the Fly Navy building 

and the city is prepared to handle 

whatever size crowds may show 

up. Assistant City Manager Patti 

McLauchlin said the extra offi cers 

will be concentrated around the 

traditional end of Fantasy Fest 

before it was canceled; Thursday, 

Friday and Saturday, Oct. 22-24.

“We believe there will be people 

who will come. And we will be 

prepared for that,” McLaughlin said.

“We’re monitoring social media. 

We’re trying to forecast and project 

out what this looks like,” Veliz told 

city commissioners recently. “We’ll 

be prepared to close the streets. We 

will be prepared to employ Public 

Works should the need be. And we 

will keep the city under control.”

A few groups organized on social 

media, including the “Tampa 

Fantasy Team for Key West,” say 

some of their members had non-

refundable lodging deposits they 

BY JILL ZIMA BORSKI

Key West Citizen

Citing health reasons, Marathon’s City 

Manager Chuck Lindsey decided late 

last week to resign. He contacted the 

five council members and shared his 

decision.

After the city council 

agenda for its Oct. 13 

meeting was published 

online, his resignation 

was added to the online 

agenda as item “L” in a 

long list of resolutions 

that are considered 

routine in nature.

Item L says, “This agreement will 

end the current employment of City 

Manager Chuck Lindsey with the City 

of Marathon, effective Friday, Jan. 19. 

… [T]he City agrees to pay Lindsey the 

severance amounts listed in his original 

employment contract: 20 weeks, plus 

payout of all accrued and unused 

vacation and sick time.”

In his fi fth year with the city, Lindsey’s 

leadership in the aftermath of Hurricane 

Irma, which devastated the city Sept. 10. 

2017, was widely praised. Several months 

ago, his oceanside home in Marathon 

had sold and since then, he and his 

family have been renting.

The council will decide whether to 

approve cashing out Lindsey’s unused 

sick days and vacation time, as well as 20 

weeks of salary. While his contract covers 

pay for vacation time, sick days are up 

to the council’s discretion, according to 

Councilman John Bartus.

Bartus said with government jobs 

such as these, in which a manager serves 

BY DANIEL KELLY

Key West Citizen

As of Tuesday, Oct. 13, 

the Florida Department of 

Health report 736,024 total 

COVID-19 cases, including 

15,412 deaths, according 

to the state’s Data and 

Surveillance Dashboard.

However, the silver 

lining is the state is 

reporting less than a 5% 

positivity rate. To date, 

37,456 people have been 

tested, but only 1,592 of 

those test results came 

back positive.

Closer to home, the 

Florida Department of 

Health in Monroe County 

reported total 1,958 cases 

Tuesday.

To put those numbers 

in  perspective,  last 

Wednesday, Oct. 7, the 

county reported 1,895 

cases.

The local death toll also 

increased, from 23 to 24.

In a breakdown of the 

most recent case numbers 

released by the county, 

Key West has the highest 

number of cases with 

886. In the remainder 

of Monroe County, the 

numbers were lower, as 

Key Largo reported 267, 

Marathon 212, Tavernier 

145 and Islamorada 54.

Other areas in Monroe 

County reported the 

following number of 

cases: Stock Island 53; 

Summerland Key 43; Big 

Pine Key 38; Key Colony 

Beach 11; Little Torch six; 

Sugarloaf fi ve; Cudjoe Key 

and Long Key both with 

four; Ramrod Key three 

and Rockland Key, Big 

Torch, Marathon Shores, 

Layton and Duck Key each 

reporting one case.

“It is like watching 

the stock market go up 

and down,” said Monroe 

County Health Director 

Bob Eadie on U.S. 1 Radio, 

“It really doesn’t mean 

anything unless you’re in it 

for the long run. You need 

to see what the trends are.”

E a d i e  s a i d  w h e n 

looking at the positivity 

rates, “What you’re really 

doing is trying to make 

a guesstimate on how 

many people within your 

community are infected 

with the disease.”

He was encouraged by 

the lower positive test rate.

“We’re in it for the long 

run, and just remember, 

every day is that much 

closer to the end, that’s 

just where we are,” Eadie 

said.

When asked if he agrees 

with Eadie’s thoughts on the 

numbers and percentages, 

Florida Department of 

Health in Monroe County 

Medical Director Dr. Mark 

Whiteside said, “We agree 

almost completely.”

The Key West Citizen 

is proud to announce 

a signifi cant upgrade 

to our keysnews.com 

website.

Keeping our readers 

aware and informed of 

all local news remains 

our highest priority. To 

that end, we have un-

veiled a cleaner, fresher, 

more user-friendly 

keysnews.com.

As a digital subscriber, 

once we make the 

transition, you will be 

asked to log in to your 

digital account with the 

same login information 

you always use. Don’t 

panic, this is a one-time 

process once we make 

the change.

Because of the 

unprecedented nature 

of the COVID pandemic 

and the temporary 

reduction in print 

publication days to 

three — Wednesday, 

Friday and Saturday — 

digital access becomes 

even more valuable 

since our Tuesday and 

Thursday editions are 

100% digital.

To access your digital 

version of each day’s 

Key West Citizen, go to 

http://www.keysnews.

com and click on Log 

In. Subscribers can also 

access breaking news on 

The Citizen’s Facebook 

page. Finally, we are 

always available to serve 

you; call 305-292-7777.
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City readies for ‘not’ Fantasy Fest
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Monroe County’s Ted Emmons removes saltwater from the street after the barrier is in place in Key Largo.
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