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Rare shutout recorded in Key West Men’s Softball League play – 1B $2.00$2.00

CAYO CONCH

“What’s all 
the concern 

about 
affordable 
housing? 

I carry mine 
on my back.”

NAVY INVESTIGATES FOLLOWING SECURITY BREACH ON THE RADIO

NEWS: 7:30, 8:30 a.m., 
noon, 5 & 6 p.m.
Evening Edition 
5-5:30 p.m.

� e U.S. Navy restricted all inbound 

and outbound traffi  c at its Key West in-

stallations � ursday, March 16, following 

a security breach at Trumbo Annex.

A service person drove past a security 

guard around 3:30 in the afternoon. 

Spokesperson Danette Baso-Silvers said 

the lockdown lasted for around an hour 

for Trumbo, Truman Annex and NAS Key 

West while base security assessed the 

threat.

� e service person was located by 

base security and the Key West Police 

Department. � ey were not arrested, 

but spokesperson Dannette Baso-

Silvers said the incident was still under 

investigation.

“Any violation of our security measures 

is taken very seriously, and we want 

to remind personnel to always follow 

proper security procedures,” she said.

— Ted Lund
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Retiring Florida Department of Health-
Monroe Adminstrator Bob Eadie will join News 
Director Joe Moore and Chuck Thomas to 
talk about his career in Key West and discuss 
what’s next for him.

Also on Monday’s Morning Magazine,
• Captain Jason Ingram, Commander, Coast 
Guard Sector Key West
• Brian Vest, Conch Republic Marine Army 
President
• George Garrett, Marathon City Manager
• Teri Johnston, Key West Mayor
• Paulette Sommers, FDOT spokeswoman
• Jim Mooney, State Representative
• Captain Dave Dipre, FWC

On Evening Edition, host Ron Saunders 
talks with Monroe County School Board member 
Mindy Conn

BY TED LUND

Special to The Citizen

A blob of sargassum seaweed thousands of 

miles long is approaching the Southeast United 

States and Gulf Coast.

It is expected to make landfall over the next 

several months, bringing with it the stench of rot-

ten eggs and respiratory problems, much to the 

chagrin of Key West business owners, residents 

and visitors.

First discovered by Christopher Columbus 

during his voyage to the Americas, the macroal-

gae has continued to grow, causing problems 

for residents in South and Central America, 

the Caribbean, Florida and the Gulf Coast, 

according to a 2019 paper written by scientists at 

the University of South Florida.

� is year’s belt is estimated to be more than 

5,000 miles long.

� e increase in the algae — which serves as a 

nursery for everything from tiny crabs and shrimp 

to larval dolphinfi sh, sailfi sh, marlin and bluefi n 

tuna — is a boon for off shore anglers throughout 

the Atlantic Ocean and the Caribbean Sea.

But it is beginning to cause problems for cities 

like Key West.

When cast ashore by southeasterly and south 

winds, the seaweed gathers in large mats and 

decomposes. As that natural process begins, 

BY TED LUND

Special to The Citizen

� e City of Key West has a new Housing and 

Community Development Program Manager.

Tina Burns hails from Lexington, Kentucky, 

and has a wealth of experience in affordable 

workforce housing rentals and development.

Since 2012, Burns has served as Executive 

Director of REACH Inc. 

( R e s o u r c e s  E d u c a t i o n 

A s s i s t a n c e  C o m m u n i t y 

Housing) in Lexington.

The non-profit is a consor-

tium of 20 entities established 

in 1994 to help low- to mod-

erate-income families and 

individuals become first-time 

homebuyers. REACH provides 

homebuyer education and housing counseling 

services to help clients prepare for owning a 

home and fi nancial assistance with down pay-

ment and closing costs to make purchasing a 

home more aff ordable.

� e group has helped more than 750 families 

and individuals become homeowners in Central 

Kentucky.

In 2006, REACH became a Community 

Housing Development Organization (CHDO), 

which allows the agency to serve as a developer 

of aff ordable housing.

Burns brings extensive experience dealing 

with Housing and Urban Development and the 

Federal Housing Administration.

“I believe Tina will be a perfect fi t for us in the 

City of Key West with the wealth of experience 

she brings to the table,” said Mayor Teri Johnston. 

“We need somebody who can focus on aff ord-

able housing eight hours a day, but also go to 

Tallahassee and work through the issues we have 

with the Department of Economic Opportunity 

and other agencies to allow us to build more 

workforce housing.”

Johnston said Burns’ experience also dovetails 

perfectly with the city’s new focus on holding 

homeownership workshops for fi rst-time buyers.

“Right now, from where I have come from to Key 

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA

Keys Citizen

� e National Park Service is 

seeking the public’s input on an 

environmental assessment for a 

series of important repairs to one 

of the largest brick structures in 

the western hemisphere, Fort 

Jeff erson in the Dry Tortugas.

The National Park Service 

announced earlier this month 

the release of the environmental 

assessment for repairs to the 

brick, Civil War-era fort, which 

includes repairs to counterscarp 

and dredging of the moat at 

Dry Tortugas National Park, 

according to Allyson Gant, 

spokeswoman for the Dry 

Tortugas and the Everglades 

national parks.

� e counterscarp is the moat 

wall surrounding Fort Jeff erson. 

� e environmental assessment 

is available for review and 

comment through April 10 on 

the NPS Planning, Environment 

and Public Comment website at 

https://parkplanning.nps.gov/

drto.

The purpose of the project 

is to repair the sections of the 

Fort Jefferson counterscarp 

damaged by hurricanes Irma in 

2017 and Ian in 2022 and remove 

sand deposits that accumulated 

from these hurricanes within 

the moat and around the fi nger 

piers. The proposed repairs 

and dredging are supported by 

construction funds allocated for 

national park units impacted by 

hurricanes Harvey, Irma and 

Maria.

City has new 
affordable 

housing czar

Burns

Hold your nose: Sargassum is coming

ROB O’NEAL/
Keys Citizen

Sargassum 
grass lines 
Smathers 
Beach 
in this 
photo from 
2015.

REBUILDING HISTORY
Park Service 

seeks input on 
Fort Jefferson 

repairs
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The National Park Service has 
approved funding to fi x the 
moat wall at Fort Jefferson 
in the Dry Tortugas. Recent 
hurricanes have caused major 
damage to the wall that 
encircles the Civil War-era site.

Fort Jefferson is the largest 
brick masonry structure in 
the Americas, consisting of 
some 16 million bricks and 
accessible only by boat or 
seaplane.

See FORT, Page 14A

See SARGASSUM, Page 15A

See CZAR, Page 14A


