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Check out this week’s Paradise — Inside and online 75¢

CAYO CONCH

“Reminds me of the old song 
by The Paragons, ‘The Tide 
is High,’ although most will 

remember Blondie’s version.”

TO OUR READERS

ON THE RADIO

NEWS: 7:30, 8:30 a.m., 

noon, 5 & 6 p.m.

Evening Edition 5-5:30 p.m.
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THIS WEEK’S BEST BET

 ROCKIN’ WITH RALPH

Photojournalist Ralph 

DePalma takes an up-close 

look each week at the Keys’ 

musical talents. This week: 

Rolando Rojas.
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AT THE MOVIES

APG movie reviewer 

Shirrel Rhoades offers 

his thoughts on the 

film ‘Cry Macho,’ plus 

his weekly Top 10 list.

Page7C

PEEK-A-BOOOO!

Visitors to the Key West Tropical 

Forest & Botanical Garden might spot 

scarecrows peering out from among 

the 15-acre habitat’s plants and 

trees at Scarecrows in the Garden.
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SECTION C

WEEKLY ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE FOR THE KEYS

September 15 - 21, 2021

BY CITIZEN STAFF

 Divers and snorkelers can explore 

a portion of the continental 

United States’ only coral 

barrier reef while enjoying 

a sub-sea concert that 

promotes reef preservation 

Saturday, Sept. 18, in the 

Lower Florida Keys.

The 37th annual 

Lower Keys Underwater 

Music Festival, a melodic 

experience that spotlights 

environmentally responsible 

diving as well as reef protection, 

takes place at Looe Key Reef, an area of the 

Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary ap-

proximately 6 miles south of Big Pine Key.

The Sanctuary recently marked 30 years 

of protecting the waters surrounding the 

Florida Keys, including the iconic barrier 

reef that parallels the island chain.

The Underwater Music Festival will 

be staged from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Saturday by Keys radio station U.S. 

1 104.1 FM. Participants swim 

among Looe Key’s vivid marine 

life and coral formations while 

listening to music broadcast by 

the radio station.

Tunes are piped underwater 

via speakers suspended 

beneath boats above the reef. 

The playlist features marine 

melodies ranging from Jimmy 

Buffett’s “Fins” to the “Pirates of 

the Caribbean” fi lm theme and 

the Beatles’ “Octopus’s Garden.”

Those planning to submerge themselves 

Underwater Music Festival to ‘make waves’ for reef

Photo by Bob Care/Florida Keys News Bureau

Samantha Langsdale blows a tune through a ‘musical instrument’ at a previous Lower Keys 

Underwater Music Festival.

J.W. COOKE/Paradise

Eight-year-old Ryleigh Cooke, left, and her twin, Kenzie, make a splash at Boca Chica Beach as summer break comes to a close for many Monroe County students — and their parents.

see FESTIVAL, Page 8C

Many Islands - One Voice

Finigan

The Key West Citizen, 

which has been the Florida 

Keys’ trusted news source 

since 1876, aims to keep 

our readers aware and 

informed of all local news, 

sports and entertainment.

We’ve upgraded our web-

site, http://www.keysnews.

com, to provide up-to-date 

information, with breaking 

news alerts and links to 

Facebook and Twitter.

We offer numerous sub-

scription options, including 

print — which also provides 

free access to the electronic 

edition of The Citizen and 

Florida Keys Free Press, our 

weekly newspaper — digital 

only and mail. Subscription 

prices are listed on Page 2A 

of The Citizen.

Because of the unprec-

edented nature of the 

COVID-19 pandemic and 

the temporary reduction 

in print publication days to 

three — Wednesday, Friday 

and Saturday — digital 

access becomes even more 

valuable, as our Tuesday 

and Thursday editions are 

100% digital.

To access your digital ver-

sion of each day’s edition 

of The Key West Citizen, go 

to http://www.keysnews.

com and click on e-Editions, 

accessible right below our 

masthead. Subscribers can 

also access breaking news 

on The Citizen’s Facebook 

page. Finally, we are always 

available to serve you; call 

305-292-7777.

BY CITIZEN STAFF

Authorities arrested three 

Lower Keys teenagers fol-

lowing the discovery of a 

cellphone video depicting 

two of the boys committing 

sexual acts on a 12-year-old 

girl.

The Monroe County 

Sheriff ’s Office released 

the names of the suspects 

Tuesday in a news release.

D e m e t r i u s  Ja h m a l 

Maynard, 16, of Big Pine Key, 

was charged with lewd and 

lascivious battery, according 

to Sheriff’s Office spokes-

man Adam Linhardt.

Bryson Lee Tedford, 16, 

also of Big Pine Key, was 

charged with lewd and 

lascivious battery, obscene 

communication by trans-

mitting child pornography 

and cruelty toward a child 

by promoting a performance 

that included a sexual act by 

a child, Linhardt said.

John Manson Owens, 14, 

of Key West, was charged 

with cruelty toward a child 

by promoting a performance 

that included a sexual act by 

a child, Linhardt said.

Monroe County School 

District officials notified 

the Sheriff’s Offi ce in April 

of an illicit cellphone video 

being shared by students, 

Linhardt said. The video was 

made using the SnapChat 

app. Detectives complet-

ed a search warrant from 

SnapChat to search Tedford’s 

phone, Linhardt said.

Detectives found the video 

of Maynard having sex with 

the girl using that SnapChat 

history. The sexual act oc-

curred at a vacant home on 

Big Pine Key, Linhardt said.

Maynard admitted to hav-

ing the sex with the girl while 

Tedford recorded with a 

cellphone. Owens admitted 

to receiving the video from 

Tedford and sharing it at 

school, Linhardt said.

Tedord also faces 11 other 

criminal charges and felo-

ny theft charges stemming 

from other unrelated recent 

crimes, including multiple 

counts of burglary, criminal 

mischief and theft.

Sheriff’s Offi ce Detective 

Wendy Negron has been 

BY JILL ZIMA BORSKI

Special to The Citizen

The Key West  City 

Commission’s vote on 

Monday, Sept. 13, 

to pass the 

millage rate 

and city 

budget was 

not unan-

imous. Vice 

Mayor Sam 

Kaufman and Commissioner 

Billy Wardlow voted against 

the proposed millage rate and 

budget, but the mayor and 

four commissioners gave it a 

thumbs-up.

With a 5.5% tax increase, 

a homesteaded homeowner 

would pay $5.33 a month 

more than this year in taxes, 

and a non-homesteaded res-

ident would 

pay about 

$7 more a 

month, Chief 

Financial 

Officer Mark 

Finigan said.

The city’s 

final budget 

hearing is 

set for Thursday, Sept. 23, at 

5:05 p.m. at City Hall, at which 

time the millage rate can be 

decreased but not increased.

The current proposed rate of 

2.1360 mills raises $2.1360 per 

every $1,000 of assessed prop-

erty value and would generate 

about $17.2 million for the 

city in its $68.4 million general 

fund within a total proposed 

budget of $207,413,652 for 

2021-2022.

Still, about $60,000 in 

operating expenses were not 

yet matched with funds to 

cover them. Finigan said the 

city’s budget will be balanced 

by Sept. 23 but certain factors, 

such as the Evergreen Study 

on employees’ salaries, were 

not ready in July, necessitating 

m o r e  a d j u s t m e n t s . 

Implementing the suggested 

salaries across all positions 

increases the budget by 

$1.4 million. Finigan said 

he’d work with the various 

departments to fi nd $60,310 

in reductions to balance the 

budget by next week’s final 

hearing.

“We’d already budgeted 4% 

BY CITIZEN STAFF

For the next few months, Monroe 

County could experience a “royal” 

pain as seasonal king tides are 

expected throughout the island 

chain.

King tides are unusually high 

tides that occur several times a year, 

usually in the fall, that can cause 

coastal tidal fl ooding, especially in 

low-lying areas.

Monroe County government is 

monitoring unincorporated areas 

experiencing these high tides, 

according to Kristen Livengood, 

the county’s public information 

offi cer. Residents and visitors should 

prepare for king tides, be aware 

of their surroundings and avoid 

driving on fl ooded streets, she said 

in a news release.

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA

Key West Citizen

Authorities arrested a man on 

Monday in connection with the 2017 

murder of Key Largo resident Mary 

Bonneville.

Miami-Dade Police arrested Eddy 

Lopez-Jemot Monday on charges of 

murder and arson of an occupied 

dwelling after obtaining an arrest 

warrant from the Monroe County 

Sheriff’s Offi ce, according to Sheriff’s 

Offi ce spokesman Adam Linhardt.

On Oct. 21, 2017, deputies and 

firefighters responded to a house 

fire at 720 Ponce De Leon Blvd., 

where Bonneville was found dead 

on the fl oor in a hallway.

She had knife wounds to her 

throat. Autopsy reports revealed 

those wounds caused her death and 

her death was determined to be a 

homicide, Linhardt said.

DNA evidence was used to link 

Eddy Lopez-Jemot to items from 

Bonnevile’s home such as a beer can 

and a towel, Linhardt said.

Lopez-Jemot was also in the area 

of Bonneville’s home the night of 

the murder, reports state. He was 

arrested the same day of the murder 

for threatening to cut off a wom-

an’s head at the nearby Veterans 

of Foreign Wars building, approx-

imately 660 feet from Bonneville’s 

home, Linhardt said.

Magdalena Soutelo-Rodriguez 

claimed she was held at knifepoint 

against her will by Lopez-Jemot, 

who allegedly said to her, “I’m going 

to kill you and rip your head off” and 

“I’m going to burn up your house so 

you know what it would be like to 

have nothing.”

A man walking his dog called 911 

Lisa Niederman of 
the Star of The Sea 
Foundation talks with 
News Director Joe Moore 
and Chuck Thomas on the 
organization’s continuing 
efforts to help the people 
of Key West.

Also on Morning 
Magazine,
� Luis Gonzalez, Marathon 
Mayor
� Theresa Axford,
Monroe County Schools 
Superintendent
� Rick Ramsay, Monroe 
County Sheriff
� Liz Young, Arts Council 
Director
� Roman Gastesi, Monroe 
County Administrator
� Patti McLauchlin, Key 
West City Manager
� Judd Wise, Key West 
High School

On Evening Edition,
host Ron Saunders talks 
with Dr. John Norris, Chief 
of Staff at Lower Keys 
Medical Center.

County to experience seasonal king tides 
through December; take precautions

King tides regularly fl ood low-lying areas like this corner at Riviera Drive and 
Kennedy Drive.

ROB O’NEAL/The Citizen

A king tide and morning rain fl oods Kennedy Drive between Flagler Avenue and Riviera Drive in September 2019.
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Key West 
approves 
increase 
in taxes

See KING TIDES, Page 6A

See TAXES, Page 7A

3 teens charged in sex case

See TEENS, Page 6A

Man charged in 2017 Key Largo homicide

See HOMICIDE, Page 6A


