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CAYO CONCH

“Repeat: 

‘Let’s see 

what tomorrow 

brings.’ 

Repeat again.”

TROPICAL STORM ETA TAKES TURN EAST ON THE RADIO

NEWS: 7:30, 8:30 a.m., 

noon, 5 & 6 p.m.

Evening Edition 5-5:30 p.m.

what tomorrow 

Repeat again.”

Forecasters at the National Weather Center in 
Key West are predicting tropical storm conditions 
this weekend as Eta swirls and twirls toward 
Cuba and Florida. 

On Friday, Tropical Storm Eta was centered east 
of Belize City, nearly 600 nautical miles from Key 
West. The storm, with maximum sustained winds 
of 35 mph, was moving north-northeast at 6 mph.

A small craft advisory is in effect for all 
coastal waters of the Florida Keys due to winds 
of 20 knots to 25 knots, with occasional gusts 
approaching 30 knots to be expected.

Isolated thunderstorms are possible for the 
area through Tuesday, as the storm approaches 
the Straits of Florida from the Western Caribbean, 
and tropical storm-force winds are expected to 
begin Sunday.

Widespread rainfall over the next seven days 
could be in the range of 5 to 15 inches, according 
to the NWS.

Lead forecaster Chris Rothwell said 
recognizance aircraft was being sent to gather 
data on Friday afternoon to aid in forecasting the 
track and timing of the storm.

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA

Key West Citizen

As the number of daily 

COVID-19 cases spikes again, the 

Key West City Commission will 

hold a virtual special emergency 

meeting Tuesday night to consider 

a curfew that would run from 

midnight to 7 a.m.

City officials called for the 

meeting after the Florida Keys 

reported 51 new cases on 

Thursday, according to the Florida 

Department of Health. There were 

75 reported between Friday, Oct. 

31, and Monday, Nov. 2, with 35 

more cases on Tuesday and 25 

on Wednesday, according to the 

Health Department.

On Friday the county added 

45 new cases. Overall, the county 

has reported 2,466 cases and 25 

deaths; state-wide, there have 

been 832,625 reported cases, with 

210 deaths.

Monroe County government 

spokeswoman Kristen Livengood 

told The Citizen that “a cur-

few is not off the table” in the 

unincorporated areas of the coun-

ty, but as of Friday morning the 

county had not made a decision. 

Miami-Dade currently has a cur-

few from midnight to 6 a.m.

The Key West meeting will be 

broadcast on Comcast Channel 

77 and AT&T Channel 99. People 

can participate in the meeting by 

logging online at https://zoom.

us/j/91953815214. The meeting 

ID number is 919 5381 5214 and 

the passcode is 942829.

The bulk of the new cases ap-

pear to be coming from within the 

service industry, said Bob Eadie, 

director of the Florida Keys offi ces 

of the Health Department.

City, county consider new COVID rules

See COVID, Page 12A

BY DANIEL KELLY

Key West Citizen

When you look 

up and you hear 

the fi ghter jets over-

head, know there 

will be a new com-

manding officer in 

charge of the Fighter 

Squadron Composite 

(VFC) 111.

O n  F r i d a y , 

Nov.  13,  Cmdr. 

D e r e k  A s h l o c k 

relieves Matthew 

M e r i t t  a t  a 

ceremony in Hanger 

A-936 on Naval Air Station 

Boca Chica.

Ashlock has accumulated 

more than 11,000 flying 

hours with 3,000-plus in 

fighter aircrafts. 

He is a graduate 

of the U.S. Navy 

Fighter Weapons 

School Adversary 

class and he has 

been awarded the 

Air Medal, Navy 

C o m m e n d a t i o n 

Medal and the 

Navy Achievement 

Medal, as well as 

numerous other 

personal and unit 

awards.

“I’ve been here 

close to a decade, 

so I’m very familiar 

with the squadron and it’s 

just a vertical movement in 

the squadron,” Ashlock said.

VFC-111 ‘Sun 
Downers’ to welcome 
new commander

Meritt

Ashlock

See COMMANDER, Page 12A

BY JILL ZIMA BORSKI

Key West Citizen

“Rumbly in my tumbly” 

alludes to Winnie the Pooh’s 

desire and search for more 

honey to fi ll his belly; Monroe 

County students, unfortu-

nately, also experience that 

“rumbly.”

Almost 1,100 Florida Keys 

students are unsure from 

where their next meal is com-

ing, according to the Monroe 

County School District.

Hunger can leave students 

anxious and unable to 

concentrate in class. Federal 

and state programs aim to 

alleviate food insecurity, 

and several non-profit 

organizations have stepped 

up to help ensure no children 

go hungry.

In the school system, 

breakfast and lunches are 

free for all students with no 

applications necessary. Every 

student is welcome to enjoy 

the cafeterias’ offerings, as 

well as snacks during recess 

or break times, thanks to 

the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture’s programs.

Community organizations 

have stepped up to provide 

backpacks containing food 

for the weekends.

Student hunger a 
big deal in Keys

See HUNGER, Page 12A
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Paving crews with the City of 
Key West on Friday work in 
the 300 block of Simonton 

Street. The project began 
before the repaving of Duval 

Street earlier this year, but 
water pipes from the Florida 

Keys Aqueduct Authority fi rst 
needed replacement from 

Southard Street to Front 
Street. Additionally, ADA 

requirements regarding side-
walks and crosswalks must be 
completed before fi nal paving 

can begin. Elsewhere in the 
city, work has also been done 

on Northside Drive and 20th 
Street. In 2019, the City of 

Key West completed roughly 
$4 million worth of paving 

work across the island.
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Florida Department of Health in 
Monroe County Administrator Bob 
Eadie discusses the recent increase 
in COVID-19 cases in the Keys.

Also on Monday's show:

� Offi cer Bobby Dube, FWC

� Paulette Summers, FDOT

� Capt. Adam Chamie, USCG

� Teri Johnston, Key West Mayor

� Jim Mooney, State 

Representative-elect

� John Bartus, Marathon councilman

Devon 
Gilday
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ng for a Reason to Celebrate?

s a nch in Key West, Stock Island, Big Pine or Marathon to open your account.

Get CASH BACK, FREE Nationwide ATMs
and no minimum balance with a

Keys Totally FREE CASH BACK Checking Account!
Plus, mention #beyond80 and we’ll donate $5.00 to the S.O.S. Foundation.*


