
Change can be difficult, 
but it’s frequently required.

There have been 
numerous changes recently 
at The Citizen, starting with 
the masthead of the news-
paper. We’re now the “Keys 
Citizen,” which reflects our 
commitment to bringing 
you, our readers, the most 
up-to-date news and infor-
mation from throughout the 
Florida Keys, from Key West 
to Key Largo.

We’ve been adding con-
tent to various sections of 
the newspaper, and we’ve 
expanded our Paradise 
coverage to include events, 
personalities and venues 
from up and down the Keys.

Behind the scenes, our 
Circulation Department has 
been working to ensure 
proper delivery and has 
employed the U.S. Postal 
Service, which promises 
same-day delivery through-
out the Keys.

The Keys Citizen remains 
a five-days-a-week publica-
tion; three of those days 
— Wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday — are available 
both in print and electronic 
edition, while Tuesday and 
Thursday publications are 
e-edition only.

To access your digital 
version of each day’s Keys 
Citizen, visit http://www.
keysnews.com and click 
on e-Editions beneath the 
nameplate. Subscribers 
can also access breaking 
news on the Keys Citizen’s 
Facebook page and sign up 
for news alerts on Twitter.

For information, call 
305-292-7777.
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“Whew, that was closer 

than it should have been!”

The Lower Florida Keys ex-

perienced significant flooding 

and wind damage on Tuesday 

night and Wednesday morning as 

Hurricane Ian skirted the islands, 

bringing tropical force storm 

winds and several feet of storm 

surge.

Trees and power lines were 

downed, boats littered the shore-

lines and nearly 10,000 homes 

and businesses lost power. 

The island chain was ex-

pected to experience another 

round of storm-related flood-

ing Wednesday afternoon as 

Hurricane Ian was bearing down 

on mainland Florida.

High tide in Key West Harbor 

occurred at about 12:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, and with the storm 

continuing to track north and 

east, more significant storm 

surge was expected to further 

douse the Keys.

The Lower Keys experienced 

severe flooding from Hurricane 

Ian on Tuesday night and into 

Wednesday, with at least 50 homes 

in Key West reported to be unin-

habitable as of late Wednesday 

morning. The number of homes 

damaged was expected to grow, 

according to Greg Barroso, emer-

gency manager for the City of Key 

West.

The City of Marathon and the 

Monroe County government is-

sued advisories Wednesday warn-

ing of additional storm surge.

Widespread storm surge flood-

ing originating from the Gulf of 

Mexico side of 2 to 4 feet above 

normal high tide levels was ex-

pected from Key West through 

Big Pine Key, according to county 

officials.

“For several islands, this may 

allow the storm surge to pass 

over from gulfside to oceanside,” 

the county advisory stated. “The 

peak storm surge levels will likely 

occur from sometime after noon 

into late afternoon. Many streets 

will become impassable with wa-

ter into the ground floor of some 

homes and businesses, especially 

those in lower elevation areas.”

A storm surge watch remained 

in effect for the Middle and Upper 

Keys, from Marathon through the 

Ocean Reef Club, as well as is-

lands east of Big Pine Key. Storm 

surge flooding 1 to 3 feet above 

normal high tides was possible, 

according to the county.

The highest storm surge for the 

gulfside of the Middle Keys was 

expected during the afternoon 

hours of Wednesday, with the 

storm surge on Florida Bay in the 

Upper Keys gradually peaking 

Thursday through Friday.

Marathon experienced oceans-

ide street flooding in some low-ly-

ing areas late Tuesday night, 

particularly on streets between 

Vaca Cut and Sombrero Beach 

Road. There were no reported 

widespread power outages in the 

Middle Keys Wednesday morning 

and no emergency calls related to 

the storm, according to Marathon 

officials.

Keys Energy Services (KEYS) 

reported about 9,958 customers 

had lost power overnight after 

crews stood down from respond-

ing to Hurricane Ian-related 

outages due to unsafe working 

conditions, KEYS spokesman 

Julio Torrado said Wednesday 

morning. 

“The current plan is for crews 

to perform a systemwide as-

sessment at daybreak to verify 

outage locations and begin resto-

ration work, weather permitting,” 

Torrado said Wednesday. “An an-

ticipated midday storm surge will 

hamper restoration efforts. Crews 

will do as much work as possible 

before the surge, and continue 

power restoration again once 

The Shell gas station on Key Haven suffered significant wind damage in Hurricane Ian.

See Storm, Page 3A

Monroe County 
Sheriff Rick Ramsay 
recaps damages and his 
department’s work after Ian 
passed by Tuesday night.

Also,
Sean Brandenberg, Key 

West Police Chief
David Rice, Monroe 

County Mayor
Carlos Gimenez, 

Congressman
Kerry Shelby, Executive 

Director, Fl. Keys Aqueduct 
Authority

Ana Maria Rodriguez, 
State Senator

Andy Newman, 
Spokesman, Tourist 
Development Council

Lance Martin, Athletic 
Director, Marathon High 
School

Evening Edition, Joyce 
Griffin, Supervisor of 
Elections

This boat was pushed out of the water and onto the land at Key Haven.

Ian’s Fury
Hurricane lashes Florida Keys, state


