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The Key West Citizen 

is proud to announce a 

signifi cant upgrade to our 

keysnews.com website.

Keeping our readers 

aware and informed of all 

local news remains our 

highest priority. To that 

end, we have unveiled 

a cleaner, fresher, more 

user-friendly keysnews.

com.

As a digital subscriber, 

you will be asked to log 

in to your digital account 

with the same login 

information you always 

use. Don’t panic, this is a 

one-time process.

Because of the 

unprecedented nature of 

the COVID pandemic and 

the temporary reduction 

in print publication days 

to three — Wednesday, 

Friday and Saturday — 

digital access becomes 

even more valuable 

since our Tuesday and 

Thursday editions are 

100% digital.

To access your digital 

version of each day’s 

Key West Citizen, go to 

http://www.keysnews.

com and click on Log 

In. Subscribers can also 

access breaking news on 

The Citizen’s Facebook 

page. Finally, we are 

always available to serve 

you; call 305-292-7777.

State Representative 

Holly Raschein talks 

about her legislative 

career and accomplish-

ments as she enters her 

fi nal weeks in offi ce.

Also on today's show:

� Joyce Griffi n, Supervisor 

of Elections

� J.W. Cooke, Key West  

Citizen Sports Editor

� Mindy Conn, School 

Board Chair

� Chris Seymour, Key West 

Citizen Managing Editor

� Todd German, 
Hometown!

� Steve Estes, News 

Barometer Editor and 

Publisher

BY JILL ZIMA BORSKI

Key West Citizen

As parents seek to return to work, 

childcare options may be a conundrum. 

Yet, there are at least 25 centers 

throughout the Florida Keys ready to 

welcome children.

Some families may be eligible for 

fi nancial support. While the federal me-

dian income wage for poverty, $39,300 

per family, makes it diffi cult for families 

in the Florida Keys to qualify for free and 

reduced childcare payments, there are 

options and programs that aim to close 

the gap and get families the help they 

need so children can attend daycare and 

preschools. Help is available to assist 

parents so they can go to work knowing 

their children are safe with caring adults.

Assistance in paying for childcare 

exists through the Early Learning 

Coalition, which met online Oct. 23 to 

advocate for community support of 

its programs. Sandi Bisceglia, a retired 

teacher and principal from the Keys, 

said despite the continuing health cri-

sis, it is in the community’s best interest 

to work toward maximizing opportu-

nities for the Keys’ youngest children, 

who are the youngest learners and need 

to be supported and gain literacy skills, 

social skills and healthy habits, all of 

which daycare centers can provide.

Childcare options abound in the Florida Keys

Childcare 
centers, 
such as 
Grace 
Jones in 
Marathon, 
are 
ready to 
welcome 
children.
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See CHILDCARE , Page 9A

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA

Key West Citizen

A judge has dismissed a lawsuit 

against the Monroe County 

government and two property 

owners for an approval the county 

commission gave granting a road 

abandonment on Stock Island to the 

owners, but the plaintiffs have asked 

for rehearing on the issue.

Circuit Court Judge Tim Koenig 

ruled the court does not have 

jurisdiction “because the petitioners 

lack standing and the extraordinary 

relief sought is unavailable,” he 

wrote in his ruling.

“Since road abandonment is a 

legislative act, it is not proper subject 

of petition for an extraordinary 

remedy,” Koenig stated.

The plaintiffs in the case, Diane 

Beruldsen and Aramis Ikatu, 

asserted the road abandonment 

was quasi-judicial, but one of the 

property owners contended it was a 

legislative act and the court can’t rule 

in the case.

An attorney for Beruldsen and 

Ikatu have fi led a motion for the judge 

to rehear the challenge, arguing “the 

burden of proof indicates a quasi-

judicial procedure,” the motion for 

rehearing stated.

“Quasi-judicial act means the ac-

tion of public offi cers applying reg-

ulations or rules to facts determined 

through a decision-making process,” 

attorney Ronald Strauss wrote.

An attorney for the developers 

has filed a motion against the 

motion for rehearing.

“The petitioners do not seem to 

understand that they fi led an appeal 

(a petition for writ of certiorari) with 

this court in its capacity as an ap-

pellate court, and neither cited the 

appropriate rule for rehearing nor 

followed its exacting requirements,” 

attorney Bart Smith wrote.

Stock Island road fight continues

See ROAD, Page 10A

BY PRU SOWERS

Key West Citizen

With only a few days until the general 

election, it is down to the wire for the one 

local candidate race in Key West.

Besides the cruise ship referenda, 

on which only Key West residents 

can vote, the one other local race is 

between incumbent city 

Commissioner Clayton 

Lopez and challenger 

Dr. Ryan Barnett 

for the District 6 

city commission 

seat. Lopez, who has 

held that seat since 2005, 

is looking for election to what would 

be his final term before term limits 

preclude another run. Barnett, a local 

chiropractor who showed surprising 

strength by forcing a run-off vote after 

placing second in the August primary 

election, is running on a small business 

platform, promising new energy and 

increased focus on District 6 issues.

The race is particularly vigorous 

and sometimes contentious, but both 

candidates have had to deal with 

unheard-of challenges caused by the 

coronavirus, which has completely 

upended the usual campaign strategies. 

Unlike in the past, where a campaign 

would have built to a peak on Election 

Day, the huge increase in the number of 

people voting early either in person or 

Key West 
Dist. 6 race 
goes down 
to the wire

LopezBarnett

See RACE, Page 10A

between incumbent city 

BY THERESA JAVA

Key West Citizen

South Shore Rentals, a 

Canadian company offering 

vacation rental houseboats, has 

pared down its fleet following 

a recent vessel inspection by 

state law enforcement officers 

on Lake Surprise in Key Largo 

and surrounding waters.

The West Barrel Boat, East 

Barrel Boat and the Pirate Ship 

have been removed from state 

waters, according to the Florida 

Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission spokesman Bobby 

Dube.

“They didn’t meet the 

definition of a vessel, so they 

were removed,” he said.

South Shore Rentals began 

anchoring its rental fleet in Key 

Largo’s bayside waters in the 

months following Hurricane 

Irma in 2017, amassing up to 

nine rentals in the area.

In a year-long process, 

South Shore Rentals first told 

the Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection 

that the then-illegal floating 

structures would be removed, 

but instead, months later, the 

company met compliancy with 

state and federal authorities by 

retrofitting its rental fleet with 

steering, motors and installing 

a  b a y- b o t t o m  d o u b l e -

anchoring system.

The vessels were registered 

with the Florida Fish and 

W i l d l i f e  C o n s e r v a t i o n 

Commission and through the 

county’s short-term rental 

program.

Floating rental fleet removes 3

Photos provided by Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

The Pirate Ship is registered to Benjamin Michael Clark of Harrow, Ontario, Canada, who has the same 
mailing address as South Shore Rentals Ltd.

Two barrel boat rentals have been removed from Lake Surprise.

See FLEET, Page 9A
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