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HOMESTEAD — The 

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 

Commission, which regu-

lates commercial nuclear 

power plants, has levied 

a $150,000 civil penalty 

against Florida Power & 

Light for three violations 

stemming from two sepa-

rate incidences in 2019 of 

staff falsifying records and 

concealing work errors at 

the Turkey Point Nuclear 

Generating Station.

The independent agency 

concluded that the violations 

did not cause any threats to 

public safety, but that the 

potential consequences of 

the three violations were 

signifi cant and concerning 

to the NRC, according to a 

released statement.

All three violations in-

volved deliberate miscon-

duct involving integrity is-

sues on the part of multiple 

individuals, according to the 

statement.

“We confirmed these 

violations during two in-

dependent investigations, 

which the NRC complet-

ed in 2020,” said NRC 

Public Affairs Offi cer Dave 

Gasperson. “The penalty is 

for three violations over two 

separate incidents. It is not 

itemized a specifi c amount 

for each of the violations 

individually.”

The first violation at 

Turkey Point happened on 

Jan. 23, 2019, when three 

mechanics falsified infor-

mation in a work order as-

sociated with the inspection 

and maintenance of a safe-

ty-related check valve.

FPL staff recorded inac-

curate information in the 

work order, according to the 

NRC, which therefore deter-

mined staff’s actions were 

deliberate and caused FPL 

to be in violation of “com-

pleteness and accuracy of 

information.”

The second and third 

violations occurred July 10, 

2019, when two technicians 
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BIG PINE KEY — A team 

of researchers from the 

University of Florida made 

a breakthrough in tracking 

the endangered Key deer’s 

behavior in a recent study, 

using cameras to identify 

fawns and where they are 

most abundant based on 

their unique spots.

Dr. Marcus Lashley, along 

with his colleague Dr. Mike 

Cove, broke from tradi-

tional methods of tracking 

wildlife and went with the 

rapidly-advancing camera 

technology method to com-

pile data over several years, 

tracking where the deer 

raise their young. 

Lashley said this was nec-

essary since the Key deer 

are so small, they cannot 

use older tracking methods, 

such as radios.

Cameras were fastened 
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MONROE COUNTY — 

Several bills have been in-

troduced in the 2021 Florida 

legislative session that are 

seeking to scale up or roll 

back regulations on guns in 

the state as a slough of mass 

shootings rock the nation 

and the debate on gun con-

trol intensifi es.

One bill that was al-

ready passed by the state 

House of Representatives, 

titled “Safety of Religious 

Institutions,” would allow 

those with concealed carry 

permits to enter churches, 

synagogues or other religious 

institutions while armed. It 

easily passed the House by a 

vote of 76-37. Among those 

who voted in favor of the bill 

was state Rep. Jim Mooney, 

R-Islamorada, who rep-

resents Monroe County and 

south Miami-Dade County. 

Mooney was clear that this 

law will be left up to the dis-

cretion of the churches and 

does not remove their right 

to regulate weapons on their 

property. The bill is now 

in the Florida Senate rules 

committee.

A number of bills are seek-

ing to make it easier to carry 

weapons. One proposed bill 

would eliminate the require-

ment of a concealed carry 

permit for someone to carry 

a weapon. Two other bills 

would allow carrying guns 

without a concealed carry 
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MADRID, Spain — A  

British couple who were 

charged in the death of a 

tourist on their Key Largo-

based charter boat at 

Molasses Reef and have been 

on the run from authorities 

for 10 years were arrested 

in Spain last week, multiple 

outlets reported.

Christopher Jones, 56, 

and Alison Gracey, 53, were 

owners of the commercial 

dive charter boat “Get Wet,” 

which capsized and sank 

on Dec. 18, 2011, killing 

36-year-old Aimee Rhoads, 

who was visiting the Keys 

from Washington state. 

The 24.5-foot vessel sank 

because of functional issues 
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MONROE COUNTY — While the on-

going pandemic is the prominent health 

crisis at the moment, Monroe County 

Sheriff Rick Ramsay is warning about a 

lingering, insidious public health emer-

gency: opioid addiction.

In recent weeks, the arrest log has seen 

a large number of local arrests for traf-

fi cking, dealing and possession of drugs 

such as oxycodone and heroin, as well 

as cocaine and sometimes even meth-

amphetamine, which Ramsay said never 

used to appear in the Florida Keys.

Speaking to the Free Press from 

his office at the Marathon substation 

Thursday, Ramsay pointed out a woman 

being brought down the hallway in hand-

cuffs, arrested that day for dealing. She is 

one who Ramsay describes as a “frequent 

flyer” with the Monroe 

County Sheriff’s Offi ce.

With the drug influx, 

the department added a 

drug-sniffi ng canine to its 

force a few months ago. K9 

Coral, as the dog is known, 

has been busy since join-

ing, according to Ramsay. 

In fact, Coral has been so 

successful that Ramsay plans to add an-

other dog soon and assign it to the traffi c 

enforcement division.

Since March 27, several people have 

been arrested after being pulled over for a 

routine traffi c stop when offi cers discov-

ered large amounts of drugs and some-

times money in their vehicle. Alexandra 

Lisa Artiles, of Marathon, was arrested 

April 5 when she was pulled over for an 

Nuclear plant fined for staff cover-ups

See NUCLEAR, 2A

New tracking 
method 
reveals fawn
behavior

KRISTIE KILLAM/USFWS

A Key deer doe nurses her 
fawn. A recent study found 
that fawns tend to prefer 
low-lying wetland areas, 
whereas mature deer are 
more common in the higher 
elevations of the islands.

See FAWN, 2A

Sheriff making push to 
curb opioids, street drugs

MCSO/Contributed

Monroe County Sheriff’s Offi ce deputies found 9.6 ounces of methamphetamine and 
14.9 grams of cocaine hidden in an air fi lter during an April 4 search of a car in Islam-
orada, one of several traffi c-related stops recently that resulted in drug busts.

RAMSAY

Stopping ‘traffic’

See DRUGS, 3A

Legislature 
packing 
gun bills

See GUN, 5A

Fugitive couple 
nabbed in Spain

See FUGITIVE, 2A
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