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Conchs receive one final chance to play — 1B

The Key West Citizen 

is proud to announce a 

signifi cant upgrade to our 

keysnews.com website.

Keeping our readers 

aware and informed of all 

local news remains our 

highest priority. To that 

end, we have unveiled 

a cleaner, fresher, more 

user-friendly keysnews.

com.

As a digital subscriber, 

you will be asked to log 

in to your digital account 

with the same login 

information you always 

use. Don’t panic, this is a 

one-time process.

Because of the 

unprecedented nature of 

the COVID pandemic and 

the temporary reduction 

in print publication days 

to three — Wednesday, 

Friday and Saturday — 

digital access becomes 

even more valuable 

since our Tuesday and 

Thursday editions are 

100% digital.

To access your digital 

version of each day’s 

Key West Citizen, go to 

http://www.keysnews.

com and click on Log 

In. Subscribers can also 

access breaking news on 

The Citizen’s Facebook 

page. Finally, we are 

always available to serve 

you; call 305-292-7777.

BY CITIZEN STAFF REPORT

Monroe County sheriff ’s 

deputies on Wednesday arrested 

a 31-year-old Key West man 

after standoff with police on 

Stock Island.

Deputies suspected the man 

was involved in an apparent 

domestic dispute and was 

arrested Wednesday morning 

after he refused to exit a trailer 

on Stock Island, Sheriff ’s 

spokesman Adam Linhardt said.

Deputies arrested Dontrell 

Adrian Holloway on charges 

of possession of Oxycodone 

without a prescription and 

resisting arrest. There were three 

young children, ages 3, 4 and 

6, in the trailer who were not 

harmed, Linhardt said.

The incident occurred near 

the corner of 5th Avenue and 

5th Street at approximately 

1:53 a.m. after a taxi driver 

dropped off a 27-year-old 

female. The taxi driver waited 

for the female to return to pay 

him when he reportedly heard 

a loud commotion inside the 

trailer as did another reporting 

person. The taxi driver also 

reported hearing possible 

gunfi re, Linhardt said.

Deputies responded to the 

trailer. A man, later identifi ed 

as Holloway, barricaded himself 

inside and refused to exit, 

Linhardt said.

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA

Key West Citizen

The Monroe County Commission 

on Wednesday discussed its biggest 

looming infrastructure issue — 

combating sea level rise.

But by the end of the special 

workshop, the commission and 

county staff were still stuck on the 

biggest problem in resolving the 

issue — a lack of money to pay for 

the projects.

Sea level rise mitigation projects 

in the Florida Keys are estimated 

to cost billions of dollars, and 

county offi cials have not been shy 

in saying they won’t be able to pay 

for every project and that projects 

chosen will depend on such factors 

as population, number of homes 

and whether a road is a hurricane 

evacuation route.

During Tuesday’s regular 

commission meeting,  one 

consultant said his fi rm “targeted 

heavily-densely-populated area” 

when it was conducting a recent 

roadway vulnerability study.

“There is no doubt we are going 

to see major changes in the next 

100 years,” Commissioner David 

Rice said. “We’re not going to get 

out of this without it costing us 

money. We can protect as much 

as we can. We cannot protect 

everything that is here.”

The meeting comes after months 

of complaints from Stillwright 

Point residents who have charged 

that the county is not moving 

fast enough to address rising 

waters in that area. The Key Largo 

neighborhood has experienced 

months of continual fl ooding since 

last year.

Man arrested after standoff with police on Stock Island
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Monroe County Sheriff’s Offi ce staff, the Florida Highway Patrol and U.S. Border 
Patrol gather in front of a Stock Island trailer Wednesday morning where a man was 
barricaded inside. The man eventually came out without incident at about 6:18 a.m.See STANDOFF, Page 8A

Key West Film Festival 

Founder Brooke Christian 

well tell us about this 

year's event

Also on todays show:

� Jim Callihan, 

Monroe County Fire Chief

� Sean Brandenberg,

Key West Police Chief

� Carlos Giminez, 

Congressman

� Ana Maria Rodriguez, 

State Senator

� Andy Newman, 

Spoksman for Tourist 

Development Council

� Jodi Weinhofer,

President of the Lodging 

Association

� Lance Martin, 

Athletic Director at 

Marathon High School

BY PRU SOWERS
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COVID-19 dominated the 

Key West City Commission 

meeting Tuesday, with 

commissioners struggling 

to find effective ways to 

enforce existing emergency 

health orders to slow the 

soaring case count.

At the end of the four-

hour meeting, commis-

sioners agreed to create 

five zones where masks 

are required at all times, 

look into limiting capacity 

at local hotels, hire private 

security fi rms to help with 

enforcement, and limit 

the size of groups allowed 

at both private and public 

events.

The five mask-require-

ment zones will be Duval 

Street, the Key West Bight, 

Mallory Square during 

sunset, the Southernmost 

Point during the day and 

the Caroline Street com-

mercial area.

In addition, city offi cials 

are seriously considering 

canceling public events 

from now into 2021, even 

those like the Seafood 

Festival, which were re-

cently approved. The 

annual holiday parade 

has now been canceled. 

The regular menorah and 

Christmas tree lighting 

ceremonies are canceled, 

although the public meno-

rah and tree will still be lit. 

And New Year’s Eve, where 

tens of thousands of people 

crowd the city, is terrifying 

city offi cials, who said they 

will reach out to the local 

bars that sponsor “drops” 

at midnight — including 

the famous shoe drop at 

Bourbon Street Pub — not to 

hold those events this year.

“We are going to have 

people arrive here at 

the worst possible time 

they could,” said Mayor 

Johnston. “We’ve got to 

have some collective 

courage to do some things 

in the short term. We are 

heading down the path 

right now to closure.”

Commissioners  are 

scheduled to hold a special 

meeting at 9 a.m. today 

(Thursday) to fi nalize some 

of the new enforcement 

measures. The public 

meeting will be held at City 

Hall and people can attend 

in the socially-distanced 

chamber room or watch 

the meeting on the City’s 

website, Comcast Channel 

77 and AT&T Channel 99, 

and Zoom.

But with all the urgency 

about how to protect both 

Key West residents and 

visitors, some officials 

acknowledged on Tuesday 

it has been a losing battle so 

far. The current case count in 

Key West is 1,382, including 

17 new cases on Tuesday.

Almost every weekend, 

there are reports of crowds 

along Lower Duval and 

other popular tourist des-

tinations, most not wearing 

a mask and often crammed 

shoulder to shoulder on 

the city’s narrow side-

walks. City Manager Greg 

Veliz and Police Chief 

Sean Brandenburg said 

on Tuesday it is almost 

KW Commission tightens COVID rules
City officials 
to meet today 
to discuss new 
enforcement 

measures

ROB O’NEAL/The Citizen

Masked and unmasked pedestrians pass by the Key West Bight on Tuesday. Currently, there are no statewide, enforceable 
laws regarding face coverings in the State of Florida.

See RULES, Page 8A

Commission grapples with costs of 
sea level rise mitigation projects

See COSTS, Page 8A
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