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Keys teams assess Friday night performances — 1B 75¢
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“Yes, fi nally,
I can see the light!”
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FOR CLASSIFIEDS ◆ 305-292-7777, Option 3KEYSWIDE CLASSIFIEDS ◆ keysnews.com/classifieds

INDEX     ◆     CLASSIFIEDS – 5-8B     COMICS – 4B      CROSSWORDS – 7B     KEYS HISTORY – 2A     OPINION – 4A     SPORTS – 1B    

The Key West Citizen 

is proud to announce a 

signifi cant upgrade to our 

keysnews.com website.

Keeping our readers 

aware and informed of all 

local news remains our 

highest priority. To that 

end, we have unveiled 

a cleaner, fresher, more 

user-friendly keysnews.

com.

As a digital subscriber, 

you will be asked to log 

in to your digital account 

with the same login 

information you always 

use. Don’t panic, this is a 

one-time process.

Because of the 

unprecedented nature of 

the COVID pandemic and 

the temporary reduction 

in print publication days 

to three — Wednesday, 

Friday and Saturday — 

digital access becomes 

even more valuable 

since our Tuesday and 

Thursday editions are 

100% digital.

To access your digital 

version of each day’s 

Key West Citizen, go to 

http://www.keysnews.

com and click on Log 

In. Subscribers can also 

access breaking news on 

The Citizen’s Facebook 

page. Finally, we are 

always available to serve 

you; call 305-292-7777.

MeadsGregg

Stuart Schaffer of the 

Sugarloaf Homeowners 

Association talks about 

his group's concerns with 

new apartment construc-

tion in their area

Also on today’s show:

� Rick Ramsay, Monroe 

County Sheriff

� Greg Veliz, Key West City 

Manager

� Roman Gastesi, Monroe 

County Administrator

� Liz Young, Arts Council 

director

� Dave Turner, Lower Keys 

Chamber of Commerce 

executive director

� Judd Wise, Key West 

High School

BY JILL ZIMA BORSKI

Key West Citizen

The Village of Islamorada is 

debating the meaning and effect of 

Ordinance 2020-02, which has been 

approved by the state Department 

of Economic Opportunity. Whether 

the result is overdevelopment, or 

a way to attempt planned growth 

and avert takings claims when 

owners of vacant property are no 

longer able to build due to a lack of 

permits, remains to be seen.

Among the goals of the ordinance 

stated July 16, 2020, are to “clarify, 

defi ne and expand the fl exibility of 

the transfer of off-site residential 

density pursuant to Division 12 

Transfer of Development Rights 

(TDRs); these amendments have 

the potential to produce a positive 

impact on the preservation 

and future development of … 

Islamorada; these amendments 

may interest additional applicants 

in applying for TDRs; [and] have 

the ability to increase the Village’s 

tax base through new appraisals 

and increased taxable values 

generally associated with future 

development.”

According to Islamorada’s 

Planning Director Ty Harris, “The 

ordinance does not ‘remove major 

restrictions’ [as has been written in 

campaign advertisements, he said] 

on TDRs; it does just the opposite 

by adding fundamental defi nitions, 

restrictions and procedures to 

help clarify the off-site residential 

density process. … The goal is to 

encourage redevelopment and not 

tear down greenspace.”

“The inescapable fact is we are a 

few short months from residential 

buildout. … [I]f you take the 

number of remaining residential 

allocations left [in] the village and 

assume they are used up, you will 

have approximately 700 buildable 

residential lots that cannot be used 

for single-family home sites. There 

are several alternatives to reduce 

the potential liability the village 

will be facing for ‘takings’ claims.”

Harris continued: “Some of those 

strategies will require difficult 

decisions as to property rights and 

may include zoning changes. Other 

strategies are legislative. The village 

Officials, planner disagree on TDR ordinance’s effect 

BY CITIZEN STAFF

A recent spike in COVID-19 

numbers in Monroe County 

has prompted local health 

department and county 

offi cials to remind residents to 

not let down their guard down 

when it comes to wearing 

masks, washing hands and 

social distancing.

As of Tuesday, there have 

been 2,214 reported cases in 

the county, including 2,168 

residents, according to the 

Florida Department of Health. 

State-wide, there have been a 

total of 786,311 reported cases 

of the coronavirus, with 204 

deaths.

Following a two-week 

period with a 7% positive test 

rate, Tuesday’s data from the 

state showed a slightly lower 

6.28% rate. A 5% positivity rate 

or less is considered desirable.

The local health department 

reported 15 new cases on 

Tuesday, in addition to 48 cases 

over the weekend, although no 

new fatalities were noted as 

the total remained at 25.

Five people remained 

hospitalized in the Lower Keys 

with COVID-19.

Key West continued to 

lead the Keys in total positive 

cases with 1,028 as of Tuesday, 

followed by Key Largo with 288 

and Marathon with 227.

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA

Key West Citizen

The 144-year old Tortugas 

Harbor Lighthouse on historic Fort 

Jefferson is about to get a facelift.

Dry Tortugas National Park 

kicked off the $4.5 million project 

this month to restore and preserve 

the deteriorating lighthouse for the 

next 100-plus years.

“ T h e  To r t u g a s  Ha r b o r 

Lighthouse is an iconic symbol of 

Dry Tortugas National Park. While 

partial repairs to the lighthouse 

have occurred over the past 40 

years, it has never received this 

kind of comprehensive preser-

vation,” South Florida Parks and 

Preserve Superintendent Pedro 

Ramos said. “The National Park 

Service is committed to preserv-

ing this important piece of our 

American story.”

The iron-plated lighthouse has 

been exposed to the elements and 

the effects of salty ocean air since 

its construction in 1876. Over time, 

the iron has corroded, leading to 

signifi cant deterioration in many 

areas particularly around its base, 

Dry Tortugas Park Manager Glenn 

Simpson said.

“The Preserve Tortugas Harbor 

Lighthouse project will use money 

generated from park entrance fees 

to ensure that future generations 

will be able to experience this part 

of our national heritage,” Simpson 

said. “The National Park Service 

HELPING HISTORY

Fort Jefferson lighthouse 
to undergo $4.5M restoration

BY DANIEL KELLY

Key West Citizen

It’s that time of the year 

when familiar smells fi ll the air: 

Pumpkin spice, holiday baking 

and cooking ... and smoke from 

prescribed burns.

The Florida Keys National 

Wildlife Refuges Complex plans 

to conduct prescribed burns on 

Big Pine Key sometime during 

the fi rst two weeks of November, 

weather permitting, according 

to offi cials there.

Prescribed burns in the Florida 

Keys refuges are implemented 

by a highly qualifi ed and trained 

staff of interagency professional 

fi re specialists, according to the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Firefi ghters are brought in from 

the National Park Service, the 

state and U.S. Forest Services 

and Monroe County to assist.

According to Brian Pippen, 

Burn Boss trainee for the 

upcoming burns, the FWS is 

trying to doing everything 

possible to alert the public ahead 

of time, with news releases to the 

local media, social media and 

with electronic road signs on 

local roadways.

The exact dates of the prescribed 

burns are undetermined, but 

Pippen said they will be decided 

approximately 72 hours in 

advance, depending if weather 

conditions meet parameters. 

Pippen said, ideally, officials 

want humidity above 50% and 

Prescribed 
burns set 
for BPK in 
November
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COVID spike prompts reminder
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Local offi cials are advising residents to not let 
down their guard when it comes to wearing masks, 
washing hands and social distancing.See COVID, Page 9A

See LIGHTHOUSE, Page 3A

Photo provided by National Park Service

Dry Tortugas National Park recently kicked off a $4.5 million project to restore and preserve the deteriorating 
Tortugas Harbor Lighthouse at historic Fort Jefferson.


