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Dolphins bring home hardware from district finals — 1B 75¢

CAYO CONCH

Camping is not just a 
hobby, it’s a life skill.
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The Key West Citizen 

is proud to announce a 

signifi cant upgrade to our 

keysnews.com website.

Keeping our readers 

aware and informed of all 

local news remains our 

highest priority. To that 

end, we have unveiled 

a cleaner, fresher, more 

user-friendly keysnews.

com.

As a digital subscriber, 

you will be asked to log 

in to your digital account 

with the same login 

information you always 

use. Don’t panic, this is a 

one-time process.

Because of the 

unprecedented nature of 

the COVID pandemic and 

the temporary reduction 

in print publication days 

to three — Wednesday, 

Friday and Saturday — 

digital access becomes 

even more valuable 

since our Tuesday and 

Thursday editions are 

100% digital.

To access your digital 

version of each day’s 

Key West Citizen, go to 

http://www.keysnews.

com and click on Log 

In. Subscribers can also 

access breaking news on 

The Citizen’s Facebook 

page. Finally, we are 

always available to serve 

you; call 305-292-7777.

BY PRU SOWERS

Key West Citizen

With Halloween approaching and 

a recent increase in COVID-19 cases 

in Key West, city police and code 

enforcement offi cers are ramping 

up mask enforcement again.

City commissioners had 

passed some of the strictest mask 

enforcement emergency orders 

in Monroe County this summer 

to combat the spread of the virus. 

However, an order from Gov. Ron 

DeSantis on Sept. 25 took away the 

ability of all Florida municipalities 

to enforce the fines associated 

with mask violations, essentially 

rendering them toothless. In Key 

West, that meant the city could 

not collect the $250 fi rst violation 

fi ne as well as enforce any criminal 

penalties for repeated violations, 

which included a maximum of 60 

days in jail and a $500 fi ne.

As a result of the Governor’s 

order, Key West police and code 

enforcement officers stopped 

issuing citations. However, with the 

increasing number of COVID-19 

cases in the city, that will now 

change, according to Key West City 

Manager Greg Veliz. In Key West, the 

confi rmed case count as of Tuesday 

was 1,028.

“Although the Governor came in 

and put a stay on the collection of 

fi nes for individuals, we have always 

had a mask ordinance in place,” 

Veliz said Wednesday on US 1 Radio. 

“We’re going to start, and I hate to 

use the words ‘cracking down,’ but 

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA

Key West Citizen

The city of Key West has lost 

one of its hardest working former 

employees and a true southern 

gentleman.

Former Assistant City Manager 

John Jones, 88, passed away Tuesday 

after a long illness, city spokeswoman 

Alyson Crean said. Jones worked 

with the city from 1993 until his 

retirement in 2008.

Jones, an engineer, was the city’s 

go-to person for many issues, from 

creating the fi rst city-built homeless 

shelter to hiring the first official 

chicken catcher.

“Although he was an engineer in 

training and at heart, he became the 

go-to city offi cial when it came to 

dealing with chickens,” Crean wrote 

on the city’s Facebook page. “That’s 

why, at his retirement party, he was 

presented with a (chicken) painting 

by Pam Hobbs as a reminder off his 

efforts. John was a straight-talking, 

dedicated public servant. Our deep 

condolences to his family and 

friends.”

Crean, a former reporter, referred 

to Jones as the “most quotable, 

straight forward city employee.”

Jones garnered international 

attention in 2004 when he declared 

on National Public Radio that he 

would drive a truckload of chickens 

to NPR reporter Michele Norris’ 

Washington offi ce if she agreed to 

take 200 or more, telling her, “you 

could even put some on the lawn at 

the Capitol.”

Current City Manager Greg Veliz 

called Jones a mentor and a maverick.

“John took me under his wing,” 

Veliz said. “We were both get-things-

done kind of guys. He loved the city 

of Key West and he certainly always 

got things done.”

Jones was never afraid of hard 

work or taking on the daunting 

tasks that others shy away from. He 

started his working life as a ditch 

digger at age 14.

Jones was born in Arkansas and 

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA
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The owner of the Big Pine Key Fishing Lodge has 

asked Monroe County to ease the environmental 

classification on a portion of his property, 

which could allow for more development and 

neighbors are concerned about the environmental 

implications.

The owner will hold a virtual community 

meeting at 5:30 p.m. today (Thursday) to discuss 

the request and hear the neighbors’ concerns. The 

meeting is required by county code and  members 

of the county planning staff will be attending to 

hear the proposal and the concerns.

Information on how to participate in the 

meeting can be found on the county’s web site 

Key West loses beloved assistant city manager

ROB O’NEAL/The Citizen

Former Key West Assistant 
City Manager John Jones dons 
his outback-style hat before 
heading into the mangroves 
along South Roosevelt Boule-
vard to interact with homeless 
campers along the bridle path 
in 2004.See MANAGER, Page 8A

KW ramps up COVID protections

See COVID, Page 8A

BY JILL ZIMA BORSKI

Key West Citizen

The Monroe County School District 

approved the preliminary assessment 

for the Tommy Roberts Memorial 

Stadium site and the lease renewal 

of Reynolds School with the Boys 

and Girls Club of Key West, which is 

effective through Jan. 5.

The school district this week approved 

a $25,000 agreement with Gallagher 

Bassett Services, Inc. for the stadium’s 

site assessment, located adjacent 

to Poinciana Elementary School, to 

assess the soil quality and presence 

of any contaminants. Decades ago, 

the site was a former salt run channel 

that was fi lled in with various materials 

including debris.

The board also passed its behavioral 

threat assessment policy, Florida safe 

schools assessment report, and the 

educational facilities five-year work 

plan.

Director of Teaching and Learning 

Fran Herrin gave a presentation on 

Florida educational standards to be 

partially implemented in the 2021-2022 

school year, but with testing covering 

the content of the current standards. 

State education focus is changing 

from “common core” guidelines to 

BEST standards, which stands for 

Benchmarks for Excellent Student 

Thinking.

The aggressive timeline and 

curriculum are to be fully implemented 

in the 2022-2023 year. Among the 

goals are increasing curriculum 

quality, streamlining and reducing 

standardized testing, and prioritizing 

civics literacy. Common core is going 

away and there is a renewed focus on 

foundations of reading, writing, and 

math.

School board 
addresses 
Tommy 
Roberts site

See SCHOOL, Page 8A

Lodge owners look 
for land-use change

ROB O’NEAL/The Citizen

The owner of the Big Pine Fishing Lodge, located on the eastern end of Big Pine Key, wants Monroe County to 
change zoning restrictions to allow development of the property.

Provided photo

The Big Pine Fishing Lodge was founded in 1959 and 
is located at the foot of the Spanish Harbor Bridge 
between West Summerland Key and Big Pine Key.

FISHING FOR CHANGE

See CHANGE, Page 8A

Four candidates for 
Commission offi ces will 
be featured on today's 
edition of Morning 
Magazine:
� Mike Forester, 
Candidate for County 
Commission District 5
� Jose Peixoto, Forester's 
opponent for that seat
� Eddie Martinez,
candidate for County 
Commission District 3
� Clayton Lopez, candi-
date for re-election to City 
Commission Seat 6

Also on today’s show:
� Lance Martin, Athletic 
Director at Marathon 
High School
� Andy Newman, 
Spokesman for The Tourist 
Development Council
� Sean Brandenberg,
Key West Chief of Police
� Tom Walker, Executive 
Director of the Florida Keys 
Aqueduct Authority

The Paskiewicz twins, 
Allison and Sarah, left, 
and Pitchford twins,
Jonathan and Owen


