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BY ELLIOT WELD

Key West Citizen

Local health offi cials say that 

the Delta variant of the coro-

navirus has reached Monroe 

County, but they do not have 

data on what percentage of new 

cases were made up of the highly 

contagious strain.

Bob Eadie, administrator 

with the Florida Department of 

Health in Monroe County, said 

the variant does present a con-

cern to residents of the Florida 

Keys, but he is of the mindset 

that the county is in a good po-

sition currently when it comes to 

controlling the virus. He reported 

recently that Monroe is nearing a 

vaccination rate of 70%, and that 

the elderly and those with under-

lying conditions have a particu-

larly high rate of vaccination.

“Now we just need to 

get the younger people 

vaccinated,” Eadie 

said, adding that 

trends nationwide 

are showing that 

most new infec-

tions are with the 

30-and-younger 

crowd.

The good news, 

according to Eadie, 

is that all the vaccines 

BY RICHARD TAMBORRINO

Special to The Citizen

The Marathon City Council 

held its July session in swift fash-

ion, approving the 2022 millage 

and rolled-back rates at their 

recent meeting.

The millage 

rate is the tax 

rate used to 

calculate local 

property taxes 

and determines 

a property’s assessed 

value. The rolled-back rate is the 

property tax rate that changes 

year over year in relation to 

property values.

There was little debate on 

Tuesday, July 13, among the 

five-member council after 

Finance Director Jennifer 

Johnson outlined a recommend-

ed plan. Johnson proposed a 

preliminary 2.77 millage rate, 

which was up from the current 

rate of 2.417. She reminded the 

council the Marathon rate was 

still lower than the rates for 

Key West and Monroe County. 

She said this rate would elevate 

the city’s reserves to nearly 10 

months, still signifi cantly short 

of the desired 12-month reserve 

goal, which insulates the city, as 

it did post Hurricane Irma, for 

unbudgeted expenses.

As far as the 2021 rolled-back 

rate, Johnson stated this rate 

had remained unchanged for 

four years and proposed $11.88 

per $100,000 in property value, 

a 4.8% increase. Homesteaded 

properties would not bear the 

full impact of this increase, she 

added. Johnson said the collec-

tive property value for the city 
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A Lower Keys man was arrested 

recently on charges of operating a 

phony contracting service to pocket 

cash from unsuspecting victims, a 

scam that law enforcement says is 

common in the Keys and elsewhere.

Stephen Paul Humphrey was 

charged with larceny of $10,000 and 

engaging in a contracting business 

without certifi cation. It is not his fi rst 

offense of such a nature.

The 49-year-old 

resident of Cudjoe 

Key allegedly used 

other company’s 

names to obtain 

building permits, 

without those 

companies 

knowing. A 79-year-

old woman wrote Humphrey checks 

totaling $10,000 but when he never 

began the work on her home, she 

contacted the sheriff’s offi ce.

A database from the Florida 

Division of Corporations lists a 

company called Salt Builders in 

Humphrey’s name, along with an 

address at Key Plaza of Key West. 

Online reviews can be seen for Salt 

Builders warning against use of its 

services because of alleged fraud. A 

website is set up for the company, 

but it says that Salt Builders is not 

a construction company. Rather, it 

says that they are “individuals who 

give freely of their time and advice 

to others who are struggling in the 

Florida Keys.” The site contains no 

contact information or description 

of the company.

Paperwork from the case said that 

an investigator from the Department 

of Business and Professional 

Regulation interviewed the home-

owner in May. She said she needed 

seawall repair done on her property 

and met Humphrey in February 

2020. Humphrey told the woman 

he would use a contractor named 

Robert Fernandez of Kingdom 

Contracting scams are common ruse throughout Keys

See SCAMS, Page 8A

Marathon 
approves 
increased 
tax rates

See MARATHON, Page 8A

COVID Delta variant reaches Keys
Local DOH: 
Monroe near 

70% vaccinated

The COVID-19 Delta 
variant is spreading 

quickly nationwide, 
with reports from 

the Centers 
for Disease 
Control and 
Prevention 
saying that 
it accounts 

for more than 
half of the new 

coronavirus cases 
in the U.S.

Photo providedSee DELTA, Page 8A

The Florida Keys 

Mosquito Control District 

has scheduled an 

aerial adulticide mission, 

weather permitting, 

Thursday, July 15, from 

6:30 to 8:30 a.m., over 

Lower Sugarloaf Key.

This application, via 

airplane, is to control 

the rising number of 

salt marsh mosquitoes 

throughout the area. The 

insecticide naled will 

be used; it is an EPA-

approved, non-persistent 

insecticide that breaks 

down rapidly when 

applied in the manner of 

application employed by 

the district.

For information, call 

Mosquito Control at 

305-292-7190.

Keep track of FKMCD 

aerial adulticide, larvicide 

and fog truck missions 

by downloading the 

treatment notifi cation 
app at http://www.

keysmosquito.org.

Spraying Alert

Elicia Pintabona, 

president and director of 

Cornerstone Resource 

Alliance, updates News 

Director Joe Moore and 

Chuck Thomas with the 

latest on the Key West 

Homeless Shelter and 

other work the alliance is 

doing.

Also on Morning 

Magazine,

� Ana Maria Rodriguez, 

State Senator

� Carlos Gimenez, U.S. 

Congressman

� Andy Newman, Tourist 

Development Council 

spokesman

� Sean Brandenberg, Key 

West Police Chief

� Kerry Shelby, Florida 

Keys Aqueduct Authority 

Executive Director

� Mike Puto, Mr. Marathon

� Michelle Coldiron,

Monroe County Mayor

On Evening Edition, 

host Ron Saunders 

talks with Supervisor of 

Elections Joyce Griffi n

Photos by ROB O’NEAL/The Citizen

Supporters of the recent protests in Cuba display a fl ag reading ‘SOS Cuba’ from atop the Southernmost Point buoy 
Tuesday evening at the corner of South and Whitehead streets. Demonstrations have shaken the island nation in 
recent days, with ongoing protests over food shortages, high prices and other grievances against the government. 
Haiti and Cuba are suddenly posing a growing challenge for President Joe Biden, Page 6A.

Pastor Arturo Ramirez, 
elevated at right, 

delivers prayers in 
Spanish during the 

culmination of a protest 
march Tuesday evening 
in support of the Cuban 

people. At right of 
Ramirez is fellow pastor 
Jonathan C. Carey, both 
of Glad Tidings Commu-

nity Church, which has 
been doing missionary 
work with Cuban chil-

dren in Havana and the 
province of Camaguey 

for the past eight years. 
At far right, San Carlos 

Institute President 
Rafael Penalver joins 

in prayer with the lively 
crowd of supporters.
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