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Conchs claim back-to-back wins — 1B

BY ELLIOT WELD

Key West Citizen

Two freshman legislators are cur-

rently serving Monroe County in the 

Florida House of Representatives 

and Senate. The 2021 legislative ses-

sion began in March and is roughly 

halfway done as of this week.

State Rep. Jim Mooney, 

R-Islamorada, has introduced a 

number of bills and appropriations 

to the House that he believes would 

be benefi cial to District 120, which 

includes all of Monroe County and 

a small part of Miami-Dade.

One appropriation that Mooney 

is keeping a particular eye on 

would assist in stopping saltwater 

intrusion into the Biscayne Aquifer, 

which is the region’s main source of 

drinking water.

As Mooney explained, on the east 

side of Card Sound Road, several 

ditches were dug years ago for a 

planned land development. That 

development never took place and 

the ditches have allowed saltwater 

intrusion. The bill is currently asking 

for $175,000 in funding and Mooney 

hopes to pick up more funding on 

the Senate side. It is currently in the 

appropriations committee.

A bill co-sponsored by Mooney 

and state Rep. Robin Bartleman, 

D-Weston, would require the 

Florida Legislature’s Office of 

Demographic and Economic 

Research to include assessments of 

inland and coastal fl ooding every 

fi ve years, and provide an estimate 

of how much spending would be 

required to address it. Mooney said 

this goes along with a larger House 

bill that will establish a statewide 

BY THERESA JAVA
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Fire and EMS district commis-

sioners are seeking an end to the 

spate of horrifying traffi c accidents 

in the area and out of concern, 

they’re requesting streetlights be 

installed along U.S. 1 from Mile 

Marker 100 to Mile Marker 104.

The request has been 

documented as the Key Largo Fire 

Rescue and Emergency Medical 

Services District’s fi rst resolution 

of the year.

District board and staff will 

contact agencies and utilities 

with jurisdiction over the road to 

probe the feasibility of installing 

additional lighting along the 

highway corridor.

“[T]he District has noticed a 

signifi cant concentration of seri-

ous motor vehicle-pedestrian ac-

cidents near Mile Marker 100 and 

Mile Marker 104, areas frequented 

by tourists for recreational purpos-

es; and ... the District believes that 

a lack of adequate street lighting in 

these areas is a contributing factor 

to the frequency of these acci-

dents,” the resolution says.

The discussion on the inky 

street lighting was brought up 

at a meeting earlier this year by 

district Commissioner Ken Edge, 

just weeks after a man was struck 

and killed crossing the road at Mile 

Marker 104.

The district will seek support for 
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A fork, a cup, a pen and a zip tie are just 

some of the plastics washed ashore that 

Coastal Waters Revitalization volunteers 

recently plucked from a bed of sargassum 

seaweed in the Upper Keys.

The new organization was founded by Coral 

Shores High School graduate Nick Macshane, 

who said his frustration has skyrocketed after 

witnessing the amount of plastic fl oating in 

nearshore waters.

Coastal Waters Revitalization has been 

organizing community cleanups with the 

intent of removing as many micro-plastics as 

possible from the water.

“This is basic environmental conservation. 

We are locals just trying to cleanup our home. 

We are born and raised in the Keys and we are 

trying to make a difference,” Macshane said. 

“We’ve organized a few events and have been 

doing small area cleanups amongst ourselves. 

That’s something we all should be doing.”

Earlier this year, Coastal Waters 

Revitalization and community partners 

organized a cleanup with about 30 volunteers 

that removed 413 pounds of trash.

The group also recently held cleanups on 

April 3 at Taylor Creek Village and April 4 at 

Dagny Johnson Key Largo Hammock Botanical 

State Park; both events were in partnership 

with Monroe County Solid Waste, Upper  Keys 

BY PRU SOWERS
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After delays, design changes and other interruptions 

that have slowed construction on the new community 

center in Bahama Village, the project is moving toward 

a fi nal design approval by city offi cials.

The Key West Planning Board and city’s Tree 

Commission have signed off on the plans, which call 

for a 9,500-square-foot, $4-million building located 

next to the Douglass Gym on Olivia Street. The Historic 

Architectural Review Commission is scheduled to take 

a last look at the design at its Wednesday, April 28, 

meeting. If HARC members approve the design, it goes 

to the Key West City Commission for a fi nal approval.

“We’re hoping to go back [to HARC] either this 

meeting or the next,” said project manager Karen 

Wilman, senior construction manager for Key West. 

“We’re going to keep it moving.”

Even after those approvals, however, there are still 

time-consuming steps the city has to take before 

Ginger Sayer is one 
of the organizers of the 
Seven-Mile Bridge Run, 
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about preparations for the 
40th running of the event.
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Congressman
� Kerry Shelby, Florida 
Keys Aqueduct Authority 
Executive Director
� Sean Brandenberg, Key 
West Police Chief
� Andy Newman, Tourist 
Development Council 
spokesman

Key West’s 
Paul Crespo

Coral Shores’ 
Joe Molinaro

Lighting 
sought 
to avoid 
accidents

Legislative session hits halfway point

Mooney Rodriguez

New conservation group rolls back the tide on plastic
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Debris is shown that was pulled from a 
previous cleanup at Dagny Johnson Key Largo 

Hammock Botanical State Park.

See PLASTIC, Page 8A

See HALFWAY, Page 7A

The Key West Citizen   

aims to keep our readers 

aware and informed of 

all local news, sports and 

entertainment, so we’ve 

upgraded our website, 

http://www.keysnews.

com, to provide up-to-

date information, with 

breaking news alerts and 

links to Facebook and 

Twitter.

We offer numerous 

subscription options, 

including print — which 

also provides access 

to the e-edition of The 

Citizen and Florida Keys 

Free Press, our weekly 

newspaper. Subscription 

prices are listed on 

Page 2A.

Because of the 

unprecedented nature of 

the COVID-19 pandemic 

and the temporary 

reduction in print 

publication days to three 

— Wednesday, Friday 

and Saturday — digital 

access becomes even 

more valuable, as our 

Tuesday and Thursday 

editions are 100% digital. 

To access your digital 

version of each day’s 

edition of The Key West 

Citizen, go to http://

www.keysnews.com 

and click on e-Editions.   

Finally, we are always 

available to serve you; 

call 305-292-7777.

Community center project in Bahama Village moves ahead

Plans are moving forward to demolish the single-story building behind 
the Douglass Gym on Olivia Street. Plans calling for a 9,500-square-foot, 
two-story building for community use are starting to move forward.
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Bahama Village Music Program Executive Director 
Kawana Staffney, left, listens to piano instructor Leia 
Bryan, center, and student Daniel Roy, right, at the 
BVMP’s Olivia Street location in February. The organi-
zation has plans to greatly expand the operation in the 
new community center. See LIGHTING, Page 7ASee CENTER, Page 7A


