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56 new cases of COVID-19 in Keys
BY CITIZEN STAFF

“You’re never too old
to follow your dreams!”

TO OUR READERS
The Key West Citizen
aims to keep our readers
aware and informed of
all local news, sports and
entertainment, so we’ve
upgraded our website,
http://www.keysnews.
com, to provide up-todate information, with
breaking news alerts and
links to Facebook and
Twitter.
We offer numerous
subscription options,
including print — which
also provides access
to the e-edition of The
Citizen and Florida Keys
Free Press, our weekly
newspaper. Subscription
prices are listed on
Page 2A.
Because of the
unprecedented nature of
the COVID-19 pandemic
and the temporary
reduction in print
publication days to three
— Wednesday, Friday
and Saturday — digital
access becomes even
more valuable, as our
Tuesday and Thursday
editions are 100% digital.
To access your digital
version of each day’s
edition of The Key West
Citizen, go to http://
www.keysnews.com
and click on e-Editions.
Finally, we are always
available to serve you;
call 305-292-7777.

ON THE RADIO

As every person 18 and older
became eligible to sign up for
COVID-19 vaccinations on Monday,
the Florida Department of Health
in Monroe County reported 56
new cases of the coronavirus in the
Florida Keys since Friday, April 2.
The new cases bring the Keys’
total to 6,531 since the start of the
pandemic more than a year ago.
Of the new cases in the county,
17 were reported in Key West , 10 in
Big Pine Key, nine in Marathon, five

in Tavernier and Islamorada, four
in Key Largo, three in Cudjoe, two
non-Florida residents and one new
case in Key Colony Beach.
To date, there have been 3,068
cases reported in Key West, while
Key Largo draws closer to 1,000
cases at 990; other areas with more
than 100 cases include Marathon
(737), Tavernier (480), Islamorada
(227), Summerland Key (165) and
Big Pine Key (152).
There have been 49 COVIDrelated resident deaths in the
Florida Keys.

State-wide, there have been
2,081,826 cases reported in Florida,
resulting in 33,674 deaths.
There are currently five people
hospitalized with the coronavirus
in Monroe County.
The Florida Key’s positivity rate
remains below the state; the state
rate was 7.02%, while Monroe
County is 6.64%.
Gov. Ron DeSantis broadened
vaccination availability to all persons 18 and older in Florida, starting Monday, April 5.
According to the state’s COVID-19

FAMILIAR FACES:
An occasional series that looks at the people who make up our island community

Data and Surveillance Dashboard,
more than 6 million people in
Florida have been vaccinated. In
Monroe County, 25,155 people have
been vaccinated against COVID-19,
roughly one-third of the population
of the Keys.
The Monroe County School
District reported on its COVID-19
that there have been 300 cases reported since the start of the school
year in August; 223 of those cases
involved students, while 38 were
See COVID-19, Page 8A

Fences pose
challenge
for Key deer
BY ELLIOT WELD
Key West Citizen

ROB O’NEAL/The Citizen

Lou Hernandez, seen in his patrol car, was recently named the Key West Police Department’s Ofﬁcer of
the Year.

Officer Hernandez proves it’s
never too late to follow dreams
BY TIMOTHY O’HARA
Key West Citizen

Mat Smith of Conch
Town Music talks about
the upcoming beneﬁt
concert for Key West
blues singer-musician Bill
Blue.
Also on today’s show:
• Sarah Eckert, Key
West High School Athletic
Director
• Sarah Fangman, Florida
Keys National Marine
Sanctuary Superintendent
• Chad Huff, Florida Keys
Mosquito Control
• Capt. Mark Sohaney,
Commander NAS Key West
• Dr. Jonathan Gueverra,
The College of The Florida
Keys President and CEO
• Alicia Bentancourt,
Monroe County Extension
Service

75¢

At an age when many police officers start
thinking about retirement, Key West Police
officer Leo Hernandez joined the local force.
At age 45, Hernandez was actually the
second-oldest cadet in the police academy in
2019. Key West Police officer Craig Wynn was a
few years older, Hernandez said.
“They wanted us to succeed,” Hernandez said
of the other and much younger cadets. “It was
very physically straining. I have a lot of experience in martial arts and kick boxing, but it still
hurt. It was painful, but it was worth every drop
of pain.”

To some, the Key deer are one of the many
features that make living on Big Pine Key a
unique experience, being that it is one of only
a few islands where the tiny deer are found. To
others, they are a nuisance species hellbent on
eating garden plants and knocking over garbage cans, according to Valerie Preziosi of Save
Our Key Deer.
Preziosi said the Key deer have been on this
land for 10,000 years and that humans are really intruding on their territory. They were once
found all the way from Marathon to Key West
but through human development and habitat
destruction, they have been forced to retreat to
the point where most are now only found on
Big Pine or No Name Key.
The latest threat to the Key deer: residential
fences that limit the deer’s ability to move
around and force them to take roads to find
fresh water. Vehicle strikes are the deer’s number one cause of death.
See DEER, Page 8A

The pain paid off. In February, Police Chief
Sean Brandenberg named Hernandez as the
department’s Officer of the Year for 2020.
Soon after Hernandez’ field training, the
COVID-19 pandemic struck the Florida Keys and
Key West. Throughout the year, when it became
necessary for police officers to enforce the
mandatory mask mandate, Hernandez was the
first to volunteer to undertake the task on Duval
Street, according to Key West police.
“Officer Hernandez comes to work every day
with a positive attitude,” Chief Brandenburg said
when he awarded Hernandez the Officer of the
Year honor. “He continuously motivates other
See HERNANDEZ, Page 8A
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The endangered Key deer face a number of challenges sharing habitat with humans.

Islamorada farmers market cited, going before magistrate
BY ELLIOT WELD
Key West Citizen

NEWS: 7:30, 8:30 a.m.,
noon, 5 & 6 p.m.
Evening Edition 5-5:30 p.m.

Photo provided by Florida Keys Farmers Market

Shoppers peruse the offerings of vendors at the Florida Keys
Farmers Market at 81001 Overseas Highway.
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An ongoing dispute over
what products can be sold
at an Islamorada farmers
market will go before a special magistrate next month,
according to its owner.
The village has set forth a
list of items that are permissible and not permissible to
be sold at farmers markets.
According to Ty Harris,
director of planning in
Islamorada, two other farmers markets in the village
are “mostly in compliance”
with that list. But one, which

KEYS HISTORY – 2A

operates on Sundays at
81001 Overseas Highway,
has been cited for failing to
comply. That market’s owner, Jae Jans, said there is no
local law that dictates what
can and cannot be sold at a
farmers market, and that the
village has been targeting his
market, searching for any
reason to find it in some sort
of violation.
Harris said to this that
the village tries to work with
everyone and that code enforcement action is used as a
last resort in these instances.
Among the items that are
listed as not permissible for

OPINION – 4A

sale at farmers markets are
cotton clothes and towels,
sushi, flags, kitchen utensils
and pastries. Jans points
to the clothing as an item
that is made from cotton, a
product of agriculture, that
should be allowed to be sold
at farmers markets.
“Even according to their
own laws, they’re arbitrarily
saying ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to certain
items,” Jans said.
A farmers market that
operates on the adjacent
property of 80925 Overseas
Highway is at a plaza
See MARKET, Page 8A
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