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Huski acquires former Miss GEICO, will debut in Key West — 1B 75¢
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“‘Anchors aweigh, my 
boys, anchors aweigh’”
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BY CITIZEN STAFF

A 40-year-old Key Largo man 

was arrested on a drug charge 

earlier this week after he was 

reported driving recklessly.

Kristian David Demblans was 

charged with possessing mari-

juana. Multiple 

baggies con-

taining white 

powder also 

found in the ve-

hicle Demblans 

was driving are 

being sent to 

the Florida 

Department of 

Law Enforcement lab for testing.

Deputy Scott Costa was 

on patrol at approximately 

6:31 p.m. Monday, Oct. 25, when 

he received a report of a reckless 

driver traveling southbound 

on U.S. 1 near Tavernier Creek. 

A caller stated the driver of the 

Nissan Maxima struck a curb so 

hard, it caused the driver to hit 

his head against the window, 

cracking the window.

Deputy Costa spotted the 

Nissan and stopped it near Mile 

Marker 84 after observing it fail 

to maintain a lane. There was an 

odor of marijuana emanating 

from the car. A search turned 

up marijuana, multiple baggies 

and a straw, all containing white 

powder, a glass pipe, three 

hypodermic needles and a large 

number other small baggies 

commonly used to store and sell 

narcotics.

Demblans was taken to jail, 

but was released without bond.

Demblans was released 

from state prison in 2018 after 

conviction on a litany of drug 

charges. He was arrested in 

2020 for DUI and 2019 on 

drug charges. Demblans’ twin 

brother, Adrian, is currently 

serving a 10-year sentence for 

his accessory role in a double 

homicide in Tavernier in 2015.

Convicted murderer Jeremy 

Macauley attempted to implicate 

the Demblans brothers in the 

murders of Carlos Ortiz, 30, and 

Tara Rosado, 26, as part of his 

defense.

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA

Key West Citizen

State and local offi cials 

on Tuesday night contin-

ued to debate the exact 

number of mooring balls 

needed to accommodate 

live-aboard and stored ves-

sels in the waters off Key 

West in order to implement 

a new state law requiring 

anchored vessels be moved 

every 90 days.

The Florida Fish and 

Wildlife Conservation 

Commission held a virtual 

public workshop Tuesday, 

Oct. 26, with representa-

tives of the Monroe County 

and Florida Keys cities’ 

governments to discuss 

implementation of a bill 

the state Legislature passed 

this year requiring live-

aboard and stored vessels 

within a mile of Key West 

Bight, which are not in a 

managed mooring field, 

be moved every 90 days to 

prove the vessels are sea-

worthy and not in danger 

of becoming derelict and 

sinking.

Stored and live-aboard 

vessels sinking and hav-

ing to be removed is a 

costly problem in Monroe 

County. Monroe County 

has the most derelict ves-

sels in the state, with cur-

rently 176 derelict vessels, 

according to the FWC.

About 60 vessels in the 

waters off Monroe County 

have to be removed a year 

at a cost of $240,000 a year, 

according to the FWC. The 

funds to pay for the remov-

al coming from local vessel 

registration fees, which 

could be used to pay for 

channel markers, boat 

ramps and other improve-

ments all boaters enjoy.

The FWC is currently 

processing the removal of 

27 derelict vessels at a cost 

of $225,000, according to 

FWC Maj. Rob Beaton.

Hurricane Irma in 2017 

showed just how large 

the derelict vessel issue is, 

with 1,600 damaged ves-

sels having to be removed 

in the Keys following the 

hurricane, according to 

Marathon City Manager 

George Garrett, who cited 

a fi gure he received from 

FWC Capt. Dave Dipre.

“This issue is para-

mount,” said Garrett, 

who is the chair of the 

Florida Keys National 

Marine Sanctuary Advisory 

Council.

However, live-aboard 

vessels are affordable 

housing in the land-poor 

Florida Keys, and city of 

Key West elected offi cials 

want to make sure there 

are some protections for 

such housing.

The state Legislature 

put language in the law 

that requires 300 new 

moorings be placed off Key 

West before the law can 

be implemented requiring 

vessels be moved every 90 

days.

FWC board member and 

Key West developer Robert 

Spottswood, Monroe 

County Commissioner 

Craig Cates and county 

staff have begun to lobby 

state legislators and state 

offi cials about lowering the 

number mooring balls to 

between 70 to 100, arguing 

300 is too many and there 

might not be enough room 

around key West for that 

many mooring balls.

Spottswood and county 

offi cials would like to have 

the bill fi led this upcoming 

BY THERESA JAVA

Key West Citizen

The recent spate of 

development, proposed and 

otherwise, encircling the 

Homestead Air Reserve Base 

has intensifi ed conservationists’ 

deep-rooted fear of possible 

commercial cargo flights 

threatening the survival of 

Everglades and Biscayne 

national parks.

“We are certainly seeing 

developers contemplating this 

area and this raises some red fl ags 

for us,” said Diana Umpierre, 

a Sierra Club Everglades 

R e s t o r a t i o n  C a m p a i g n 

organizing representative. “This 

is the perfect location to build 

more resiliency, particularly 

when there is momentum being 

made in Everglades restoration. 

We know (Miami-Dade) county 

has been eyeing this area for 

industrialization for some time, 

and all this indicates that they are 

pushing for commercialization 

of the (Homestead Air) Reserve 

Base. It’s concerning. This is 

an area nestled between two 

national parks and may affect 

restoration projects.”

Umpierre said developers 

have been using the COVID-19 

Fantasy Fest is well 

underway, but what 

has it been like for Key 

West Police? Chief Sean 

Brandenberg gives News 

Director Joe Moore and 

Chuck Thomas an update.

Also on Morning 

Magazine,

� Michelle Coldiron,

Monroe County Mayor
� Ana Maria Rodriguez,

State Senator
� Kerry Shelby, Florida 
Keys Aqueduct Authority 
Executive Director
� Trevor Wofsey, Marathon 
City Council candidate
� Carlos Gimenez, U.S. 
Congressman
� Lance Martin, Marathon 
High School Athletic 
Director
� Andy Newman, Tourist 
Development Council 
spokesman

On Evening Edition, 

host Ron Saunders talks 
with State Attorney Dennis 
Ward

The State of Florida 
and multiple organiza-
tions in Monroe County 
have been hosting 
community COVID-19 
vaccination events 
throughout the Floriday 
Keys in October.

The fi nal event of the 
month is set for Thursday, 
Oct. 28, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at Hawks Cay 
Resort, 61 Hawks Cay 
Blvd., Duck Key. Pfi zer, 
Moderna and J&J vaccina-
tions will be available. 
Additionally, booster shots 
will be available for all 
three vaccines at the 
event.

The event is open to 
the public; no appoint-
ments needed. Those 
age 12-17 desiring the 
Pfi zer vaccine must be 
accompanied by a parent 
or guardian.

Vaccinations are also 
available at a variety 
of retail pharmacies 
throughout the Keys, 
including Publix, Winn-
Dixie, CVS and Walgreens. 
To check stock, type of 
vaccine available and 
additional details at the 
retail pharmacies, visit 
http://www.vaccines.gov.

For information on 
vaccinations and COVID-19 
testing sites and locations, 
visit http://www.monroe.
fl oridahealth.gov/vax.

Vaccination event 
upcoming in Keys
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Motorist 
arrested 
on drug 
charges

Demblans

South Miami-Dade growth plans raise flight fears

Photo from Homestead Air Reserve Base Facebook page

A large military supply plane prepares for loading at Homestead Air Reserve Base. 
Environmental groups fear that an effort to allow non-military uses of the base 
could lead to commercial cargo fl ights.See GROWTH, Page 3A

See DRUG, Page 3A

Debate continues about number of mooring balls needed

Photos by ROB O’NEAL/The Citizen

The City of Key West’s mooring fi eld is located between Fleming Key at left and Sigsbee at right.

Derelict and abandoned boats like this trawler, which has been hard aground in 
the highly-traffi cked Garrison Bight Channel for more than a year, cost hundreds of 
thousands of dollars per year to remove from Keys waters.

See DEBATE, Page 9A


