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“Wow, they seem to be 
fl ying high at the Key West 

International Airport!”
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The Key West Citizen 

is proud to announce a 

signifi cant upgrade to our 
keysnews.com website.

Keeping our readers 

aware and informed of all 

local news remains our 

highest priority. To that end, 

we have unveiled a cleaner, 

fresher, more user-friendly 

keysnews.com.

As a digital subscriber, 

once we make the 

transition, you will be asked 

to log in to your digital 

account with the same 

login information you always 

use. Don’t panic, this is a 

one-time process.

Because of the unprec-

edented nature of the 

COVID pandemic and the 

temporary reduction in 

print publication days to 

three — Wednesday, Friday 

and Saturday — digital 

access becomes even more 

valuable since our Tuesday 

and Thursday editions are 

100% digital.

To access each day’s 

Key West Citizen, go to 

http://www.keysnews.

com and click on Log In. 

Subscribers can also 

access breaking news on 

The Citizen’s Facebook 

page. Finally, we are always 

available to serve you; call 

305-292-7777.

BY DANIEL KELLY

Key West Citizen

Within the past week, there have 

been 24,365 new COVID-19 cases 

in Florida, according to the Florida 

Department of Health’s Data and 

Surveillance Dashboard.

The surge in coronavirus cases 

statewide brought the state total 

to 760,389 by Tuesday, up from 

736,024 cases a week earlier.

Within that same time period, 

the Florida Department of Health 

in Monroe County reported cases 

have increased from 1,958 to 2,093.

One new death was also report-

ed, a 90-year old woman who had 

underlying health conditions, 

according to the state.

This brings the total number of 

deaths in Monroe County to 25.

“The good news is the deaths 

are not tracking like they were 

before,” said Bob Eadie, the local 

health department administrator. 

A month ago, daily deaths were in 

double digits, according to the state 

dashboard.

Key West has seen the greatest 

increase of cases recently, from 886 

to 970, as of Tuesday. Key Largo (267 

to 277), Marathon (212 to 221) and 

Tavernier (145 to 150) saw mod-

erate rises in the number of cases 

reported.

Additionally, Summerland Key, 

increased by three new cases, to 

46, and Stock Island reported one 

new case, rising to 54 total cases 

reported.

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA

Key West Citizen

Airline service at Key West International 

Airport continues to expand, despite the 

COVID-19 pandemic.

United Airlines is adding daily service 

between Key West and Houston’s George 

Bush Intercontinental Airport starting 

Dec. 17. The daily service is scheduled 

to run through March, County Airports 

Director Richard Strickland said.

Long-term service “depends on 

how well it does,” Strickland said. The 

Embraer E-175 plane United will be us-

ing can accommodate 76 passengers and 

the plane will have a fi rst-class section.

“This is huge,” Strickland said. “I have 

been working on this service since I 

got here and I have been here for three 

years.”

The Monroe County Commission will 

discuss airline service and terminal ex-

pansion plan at Key West International 

Airport when it meets virutally 

Wednesday, Oct. 21, starting at 9 a.m.

The meeting will be televised on 

Comcast Channel 76 or AT&T Uverse 

United adds 
Houston to 
Key West 
service

BY THERESA JAVA

Key West Citizen

Six amendments are up for a vote 

on the general election ballot. While 

a few propose seemingly innocuous 

changes, amendments 2, 3 and 4 

would affect worker pay, primary 

voting and how voters place amend-

ments on the ballot.

The Florida Constitution, with 

some limits, grants the people 

the right to initiate constitutional 

amendments. To be approved, a 

proposed amendment must garner 

a super-majority, which is equal to 

60% or more of the vote.

Amendment 2 proposes to in-

crease the minimum wage incre-

mentally each year by $1 until 2026, 

when it reaches $15 an hour.

This “Florida For A Fair Wage” 

ballot initiative was led by Central 

Florida attorney John Morgan, own-

er of Morgan & Morgan, who spear-

headed Florida’s successful medical 

marijuana amendment in 2016.

Under the proposed amendment, 

the state’s minimum wage would 

increase to $10 an hour on Sept. 30, 

2021, which is $1.44 more than the 

current minimum wage of $8.56 an 

hour. Each year after 2021, it would 

increase by $1 until it reaches $15 an 

hour. The minimum wage for tipped 

income earners would increase to 

$11.98 per hour.

Approval of the amendment 

would result in a 77% increase in 

labor costs over the course of six 

years, with the restaurant and lodg-

ing industries feeling the brunt, ac-

cording to a statement released by 

the Florida Restaurant and Lodging 

Association.

“If passed, this would have a 

devastating effect on businesses, 

decrease job opportunities and raise 

prices for consumers,” FRLA said in 

a statement.

The Florida Chamber of 

Co m m e rc e  also  opposes 

Amendment 2.

Lower Keys Chamber of 

Commerce Executive Director 

David Turner said he personally is 

against the wage increase, especially 

now given the COVID-19-impacted 

economy.

“If you took every position to be 

hired at $15 an hour, every posi-

tion above that would have to be 

Pros and cons of ballot amendments

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA

Key West Citizen

The stone crab season opened last week, but 

with greater restrictions being placed on both 

commercial and recreational fi shermen, including 

larger harvestable claws and a short season.

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission staff fi rst proposed ending the season 

on April 9. Then staff proposed April 15, but the 

FWC board in July approved making May 1 the 

end of season. The board also approved increasing 

the minimum claw size limit by 1/8 inch to 2 7/8 

inches.

The new rules also included extending the post-

season trap retrieval period from fi ve to 10 days, 

requiring a roughly 2-inch escape ring in all plastic 

and wood stone crab traps before the 2023-24 stone 

CLAW CHANGES

Stone crab opens with more restrictions

Photo by Bob Care/Florida Keys News Bureau

A seafood processor at Keys Fisheries in Marathon shovels stone crab claws into a container recently. 
Florida Keys commercial fi shermen began the 2020-2021 stone crab harvest season on Oct. 15 amid 
new Florida fi shing rules designed to increase future stocks of the tasty crab claws and concerns about 
consumer demand for this year’s harvest due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
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See BALLOT, Page 11A

See CRAB, Page 9A See SERVICE, Page 9A

Coronavirus cases surge
State, Key West 
see sharp rise 
in new cases

See CORONAVIRUS, Page 11A

Candidates Craig Cates 
and Jim Mooney talk about 
their campaigns and the 
fi nal two week's run to 
Election Day.

Also on today’s show:
� Judd Wise, Key West High 
School
� Rick Ramsay, Monroe 
County Sheriff
� Roman Gatesi, Monroe 
County Administrator
� Greg Veliz, Key West City 
Manager
� Scott Atwell, Key West 
Chamber of Commerce 
executive vice president 
and CEO
� Liz Young, Arts Council 
director

Coral Shores 
running back 
Chris Cooper

SAME OR NEXT DAY
APPOINTMENTS

Physician and location subject to availability.

• The only Ivy League 

affiliated cardiology practice 
in South Florida, backed by 
Columbia University.

• Close to you with two 
convenient locations
in the Keys.

CARDIOLOGY OF THE KEYS

Key West • Marathon • 305.674.CARE

Dr. Joan Homan Dr. Ray Rodriquez Dr. Roger Steinfeld


