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KEY LARGO — Former 

Florida Keys state Rep. Holly 

Raschein has applied to fi ll 

the Upper Keys Monroe 

County Commission seat 

of Mike Forster, who died 

last week after battling 

COVID-19.

Raschein fi led the applica-

tion with Gov. Ron DeSantis’ 

Offi ce of Appointments on 

Monday, she said. Raschein 

and Forster are Upper Keys 

Republicans and had been 

friends for years.

“I wish Mike Forster was 

still alive; that COVID had 

not taken him too soon as it 

has taken far too many,” she 

wrote in her application to 

the governor. “He was doing 

an outstanding job, and I 

will never take his place. 

“However, I would like 

to believe that out of this 

tragedy I can continue his 

legacy by leveraging my 

two decades of service to 

the Florida Keys. I know 

our people, our issues, our 

past and our 

potential. If 

given this 

opportunity, I 

will work tire-

lessly to make 

Mike proud.”

If select-

ed, Raschein 

would serve 

until the 2022 election. 

Forster’s term does not end 

until 2024, but because he 

was less than 28 months 

into the term when he died, 

the District 5 commission 

seat is now up for election 

next year.

Forster was elected in 

November 2020, after serv-

ing several terms on the 

Islamorada Village Council.

Raschein served as 

the legislative aide to 

Republican state House 

Rep. Ken Sorensen of Key 

Largo and Democratic state 

House Rep. Ron Saunders 

of Key West. Raschein then 

successfully ran for the po-

sition as a Republican and 
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MONROE COUNTY — A 

man who was convicted in 

Arizona earlier this year on 

30 counts related to creating 

lewd images of a child is now 

a fugitive and may be resid-

ing in Monroe County, ac-

cording to local authorities.

Joel Fredrick Deems, 

51, has a 

nationwide 

warrant out 

for his arrest 

and is facing 

a minimum 

100-year pris-

on sentence. 

Deems was 

convicted 

by a jury 

in Yavapai 

County, Arizona, in absen-

tia, of 10 counts of sexual 

exploitation of a minor, 10 

counts of voyeurism and 

10 counts of surreptitious 

viewing, stemming from an 

incident that occurred fi ve 

years ago.

According to a statement 

from the Yavapai County 

Attorney’s Office, Deems 

was living in the tiny town 

of Clarkdale in December 

2016 and renting a room 

from two parents who fi led 

a complaint with Clarkdale 

police after they found hid-

den cameras in their chil-

dren’s bathroom.

Police found one camera 

behind a mirror and an-

other behind some artwork 

that Deems had put there 

“for the girls.” One camera 

was directed at the toilet 
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SOUTH DADE — A con-

troversial project to develop 

nearly 800 acres of agricul-

tural land outside Miami-

Dade County’s Urban 

Development Boundary 

was approved by the Miami-

Dade County Commission 

upon fi rst reading.

Aligned Holdings’ applica-

tion to build at least 15 mil-

lion square feet of warehous-

ing and other buildings, as 

part of what it is calling the 

South Dade Logistics and 

Technology District, will now 

be reviewed for comment by 

the Florida Department of 

Economic Opportunity.

Conservationists op-

pose the project, which is 

adjacent to critical wetlands 

that filter and recharge 

drinking water pulled from 

the Biscayne aquifer, as its 

environmentally sensitive 

area, but many residents say 

there is a dire need for more 

jobs in south Miami-Dade.

Holding a thick stack 

of public comment cards, 

Mi a m i - D a d e  Co u n t y 

Commission Chair Jose 

“Pepe” Diaz said all public 

comment would be limited 

to one minute after allow-

ing co-applicants’ attorney 

Geoffrey Bercow to present 

the manufacturing, logistics 

and technology project.

“It’s the fi rst private sector 

to create jobs and reverse 

sprawl in decades,” he said.
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UPPER KEYS — Attorney 

Alexandria Suarez filed to 

run in 2022 for the Monroe 

County School District’s 

Upper Keys seat, currently 

held by Dr. Sue Woltanski, 

the Monroe County 

Supervisor of Elections 

Office announced last 

Thursday.

Suarez is a prosecutor 

with the Monroe County 

State Attorney’s Offi ce and 

ran unsuccessfully in 2020 

for the Florida House of 

Representative’s District 120 

seat, where she lost in the 
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MARATHON — Stanley 

Switlik Elementary will be 

cutting the ribbon on its 

new building on Tuesday, 

Sept. 21, and celebrating 

the school’s 50th year of 

existence with 

a ceremony and 

the creation of a 

time capsule.

The event will 

start at 1:30 p.m. 

d u r i n g  t h e 

school day. It 

won’t be open 

to just anyone, 

due to corona-

virus concerns, 

but will be for the student 

body, parents, teachers 

and guests who have “done 

a lot for Switlik” over the 

years, such as some for-

mer teachers. The entire 

celebration will be held 

outside.

The following evening, 

the community will be 

invited to an open house 

to walk the new campus 

and meet teachers in their 

classrooms. Principal 

Christine Paul said they 

won’t be having a big 

assembly indoors. The 

Marathon High School 

band will provide music in 

the outdoor setting.

A district spokeswoman 

said construction of the 

new building started in 

2018 and that “substantial 

completion” was done by 

August 2020. Paul said the 

new wing had students in 

it in January 2020, but it 

still had some unfi nished 

aspects at the time and the 

ribbon-cutting ceremony 

was delayed when the pan-

demic hit.

The new Switlik build-

ing houses 

grades 3-5, 

while a sepa-

rate structure 

on the same 

campus, the 

Sue Moore 

Building, has 

grades K-2. 

Sue Moore 

also received 

renovations, 

along with the cafeteria, 

during construction, Paul 

said.

The old Switlik building 

built in 1971 was demol-

ished. It took over as the 

Switlik to hold ribbon 
cutting delayed from 2020

AJAX Photo

Stanley Switlik Elementary will be cutting the ribbon on its new building on Tuesday, Sept. 
21. A golden anniversary celebration and time capsule event are also planned.

Banner year South Dade
megaplex 
moves ahead

Wanted 
man may 
be in Keys

DEEMS

Woltanski draws 
school board 
seat challenge

See MEGAPLEX, 4A

See WANTED, 4A See SEAT, 5ASee SWITLIK, 9A

Raschein applies for Forster’s seat

RASCHEIN

See RASCHEIN, 3A

CHILL BIG!CHILL BIG!

Waterfront Dining & Tiki Bar
IF YOU’RE

GOING TO CHILL...

Every Tuesday
Ladies drink FREE from 6-7pm

Ladie’s
Night

NOW OPEN!
OUR 2nd FLORIDA

KEYS LOCATION!

L
N
L

WE ARE

FOOTBALL

RE YOU READY?ARA
Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-7pm

Check out our
newly renovated
Sports bar and
restrooms

Check out our
newly renovated
Sports bar and
restrooms

g
MM104 ~ Bay Side • Key Largo LIVE MUSIC 7 DAYS A WEEK 305.453.9066 • www.JJsBigChill.com

CHECK OUT

OUR 2nd FLORIDA

KEYS LOCATION!

MM104 ~ Bay Side


