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Key West baseball team set to take on Doral – 1B 75¢

CAYO CONCH

“Could we really be done 
with winter already?”
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Key West Realtors 

Association President 

Jaime Cabellero talks 

about last year's home 

sales numbers in the Keys 

and projections for 2021. 

Also on today’s show:

� Chad Huff, Florida Keys 
Mosquito Control
� Mike Puto, Mr. Marathon
� Michelle Mularz, Monroe 
County Extension Offi ce
� Sarah Fangman, Florida 
Keys National Marine 
Sanctuary Superintendent
� Trice Denny, NAS Key 
West Public Relations 
Director
� Sarah Eckert, Key West 
High School Athletic 
Director

As the nation nears 
the landmark of more 
than a half-million deaths 
during the past year due to 
COVID-19, the Key West City 
Commission has set aside 
the fi rst Monday in March 
to honor the victims and 
survivors of this pandemic.

Monday, March 1, is 
designated as COVID-19 
Victims and Survivors 
Memorial Day.

Bob Eadie, the 
Administrator of the Florida 
Health Department in 
Monroe County, accepted 
the somber proclamation.

“COVID-19 is having 
catastrophic effects on 
human life, our community, 
and our economy,” reads 
the proclamation. “Local 
and state governments, 
health departments, and 
public servants have taken 
bold actions to protect res-
idents, support struggling 
local economies, and fi nd 
innovative ways to provide 
services. 

“Each life lost to 
COVID-19 mattered and 
leaves a hole in the hearts 
of loved ones, family 
members, and surrounding 
community.”

Eadie reiterated the need 
for the community to follow 
public health guidance 
and policies targeted at 
prevention, such as social 
distancing, wearing masks 
in public and staying home 
to help mitigate the spread 
of COVID-19, prevent illness 
and lessen the burden on 
individuals and society.

BY CITIZEN STAFF

Favorable inventories and 

interest rates helped inoculate the 

Florida Keys real estate market 

from the economic impacts of 

COVID-19 in 2020, one of the best 

years for sales in recent decades, 

local industry experts say.

Approximately $2.2 billion in 

property sales were recorded in 

2020, falling just shy of 2005, when 

$2.3 billion in sales took place, 

according to Coldwell Banker 

Schmitt’s just-released real estate 

report.

The year began strong, but sales 

declined when the Keys were closed 

temporarily to non-residents to 

limit the spread of coronavirus. 

Once the island chain reopened in 

June, sales took off.

The 3,290 sales Keys-wide in 

2020 was up 14.2% from 2,822 in 

2019, nearly hitting the high-water 

marks of 2003 and 2004, when 

sales peaked at 3,510 and 3,370, 

respectively, according to the 

report.

The average sale price of $671,703 

was up 7.8% from $619,048 in 2019 

but was less than the highest on 

record of $802,000 in 2006.

The Middle Keys led in average 

sale price with an 11.9% increase 

over the prior year, followed by the 

Upper Keys at 11.6%, the Lower 

Keys at 10.6% and Key West at 6.6%, 

the report found.

The inventory of properties for 

sale reached its third lowest annual 

level with 1,817, a 31.4% drop from 

COVID doesn’t stop Florida Keys real estate market

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA

Key West Citizen

State legislators have again revived a 

bill that would take away local control of 

transient rentals and give it to the state.

The Florida Keys, at this time, seem to 

be immune from the latest effort because 

the Monroe County government and its 

lobbying team are closely tracking the 

bill.

State Sen. Manny Diaz Jr., R-Hialeah 

Gardens, has resurrected his same 

failed bill from last year, which died in 

committee. The bill would remove local 

control of transient rentals and place it 

in the hands of the state as of January 

2022.

“The regulation of public lodging 

establishments, including vacation 

rentals, and public food service 

establishments, including, but not 

limited to, sanitation standards, 

licensing, inspections, training and 

testing of personnel, and matters related 

to the nutritional content and marketing 

of foods offered in such establishments, 

is expressly preempted to the state,” S.B. 

522 stated. “A local law, ordinance, or 

regulation may not allow or require the 

local inspection or licensing of public 

lodging establishments, including 

vacation rentals, or public food service 

establishments.”

However, the bill stated that the 

proposed law does “not apply to any 

local law, ordinance, or regulation 

adopted on or before June 1, 2011,” 

which would cover the current transient 

rental laws in Monroe County and in 

each of the Keys municipalities.

Monroe County Legislative Affairs 

Director Lisa Tennyson addressed 

the bill at last week’s Monroe County 

Commission meeting. Tennyson called 

the bill a “live wire,” and said she would 

like to see language in it tightened up 

and strengthen to better protect the Keys 

from state government preemption.

BY PRU SOWERS

Key West Citizen

A recent Florida Senate 

Transportation Committee hearing 

on a bill that would reverse the 

cruise ship limits approved by Key 

West voters in November indicated 

that despite a maritime expert’s 

testimony that the courts are the 

best place to dispute any challenges 

to the referenda, state legislators 

are seriously considering removing 

home rule in all state seaports.

If that happens, and the 

identical bill in the state House of 

Representatives is also approved, 

the three cruise ship-limiting 

referenda in Key West would be 

reversed, giving control over local 

cruise ship visits to an as-of-yet 

unnamed state agency.

The Transportation Committee 

hearing on Feb. 6 included 

testimony from Capt. Alan Richard, 

an attorney and maritime law 

See REAL ESTATE, Page 8A

Cruise ship issue intensifies
Bills moving forward 
in the Florida House 
and Senate aim to 
reverse referenda 
passed by the 
citizens of Key West 
to limit the size and 
number of cruise 
ships visiting the 
island.

ROB O’NEAL/The Citizen

See CRUISE, Page 8A

Keys may 
be immune 
from bills 
on rentals

See RENTALS, Page 8A

Photo by Trice Denny/U.S. Navy

ABOVE: Lt. j.g. Jeff Moore, Naval 
Facilities Engineering Systems 

Command Southeast construction 
manager, and Naval Air Station Key 

West Commanding Offi cer Capt. 
Mark Sohaney discuss a new Navy 

Gateway Inns & Suites facility at NAS 
Key West’s Trumbo Point. The project, 

dubbed Fly Navy 2, is a $57-million 
replacement for three Key West NGIS 

facilities that were damaged during 
2017’s Hurricane Irma. Naval Air 

Station Key West is the state-of-the-art 
facility for combat fi ghter aircraft 

of all military services, provides 
world-class pier-side support to U.S. 
and foreign naval vessels, and is the 

premier training center for surface 
and subsurface military operations.

HIGH HOPES
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ABOVE: Public Works Offi cer Lt. Cmdr. Mike Duffy and Construc-
tion Manager Lt. j.g. Jeff Moore, both of Naval Facilities Engi-
neering Systems Command Southeast, and Naval Air Station Key 
West Commanding Offi cer Capt. Mark Sohaney discuss a new Navy 
Gateway Inns & Suites facility at NAS Key West’s Trumbo Point.

LEFT: 
The 
original 
Fly Navy 
building 
is seen 
in this 
aerial 
view 
from 
2018.
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City marks 

COVID-19 

death toll

Key West coach 
Ralph Henriquez


