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Conchs face bye week; ’Canes, ’Fins look ahead — 1B 75¢

CAYO CONCH

“National recognition for 
students is wonderful!”

TO OUR READERS

ON THE RADIO

NEWS: 7:30, 8:30 a.m., 

noon, 5 & 6 p.m.

Evening Edition 5-5:30 p.m.

The Key West Citizen 

is proud to announce 

a signifi cant upgrade 

to our keysnews.com 

website.

Keeping our readers 

aware and informed of 

all local news remains 

our highest priority. To 

that end, we have un-

veiled a cleaner, fresher, 

more user-friendly 

keysnews.com.

As a digital subscriber, 

once we make the 

transition, you will be 

asked to log in to your 

digital account with the 

same login information 

you always use. Don’t 

panic, this is a one-time 

process once we make 

the change.

Because of the unprec-

edented nature of the 

COVID pandemic and 

the temporary reduction 

in print publication days 

to three — Wednesday, 

Friday and Saturday — 

digital access becomes 

even more valuable 

since our Tuesday and 

Thursday editions are 

100% digital.

To access your digital 

version of each day’s 

Key West Citizen, go to 

http://www.keysnews.

com and click on Log In. 

Subscribers can also 

access breaking news on 

The Citizen’s Facebook 

page. Finally, we are 

always available to serve 

you; call 305-292-7777.
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Interian

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA

Key West Citizen

A Key West resident who violated a COVID-19 

quarantine order agreed Tuesday to a plea deal 

in which he will spend 120 days in jail.

Joses Freire Interian also pleaded guilty to 

an unrelated felony charge 

of aggravated assault from 

a separate incident and was 

sentenced to 120 days on 

that charge as well, according 

to the Monroe County State 

Attorney’s Offi ce. The sentence 

in both cases will run concur-

rently so he will serve a maxi-

mum of 120 days, according to 

Chief Assistant State Attorney Val Winter.

The case against Interian’s girlfriend, Yohana 

Anahi Gonzalez, who is also accused of violating 

the quarantine order, is still pending, Winter 

said.

In July, Key West Police Department offi cers 

arrested Gonzalez and Interian, who live in the 

1800 block of Harris Avenue, on one count each 

of violating a quarantine order and another 

charge each of violating an emergency pre-

paredness directive, according to the Monroe 

County Sheriff’s Offi ce web site.

BY JILL ZIMA BORSKI

Key West Citizen

Four local high school students earned 

the honor of National Merit Scholarship 

semifi nalists, with at least one from each of the 

three high schools. These academically-talented 

high school seniors have an opportunity 

to compete for some 7,600 National Merit 

Scholarships worth more than $30 million that 

will be offered next spring.

Schools Superintendent Theresa Axford 

announced Key West High School’s Christina 

Tong, Marathon High School’s Katerina 

Nikiforova, and Coral Shores High School’s 

Alison Woltanski and Emma Kost were selected 

as semifi nalists in the 66th annual National Merit 

Scholarship Program, sponsored by the National 

Merit Scholarship Corporation. More than 

1.5 million juniors in about 21,000 high schools 

entered the 2021 National Merit Scholarship 

Program by taking the 2019 Preliminary SAT/

National Merit Scholarship qualifying test, which 

served as an initial screening of entrants. The 

nationwide pool of semifi nalists, representing 

less than 1% of U.S. high school seniors, includes 

the highest-scoring entrants in each state. One of 

the Upper Keys semifi nalists shared she missed 

only one question on the PSAT.

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA

Key West Citizen

Candidates for a variety of local, state and 

federal offi ces made their last pitch to Key West 

and Lower Keys voters on Monday night at the 

last Hometown! debate.

The debate showed the clear difference 

between Miami and Monroe counties politics 

in terms of temperament and civility. State 

House District 120 candidates Jim Mooney, a 

Republican, and Clinton Barras, a Democrat, 

might be separate but two keep the debate to the 

issues and actually found common ground on 

such issues as gun laws and state unemployment 

benefi ts.

Hometown! moderator Todd German com-

mended the two for their discourse on Monday.

Even Monroe County State Attorney candi-

dates Dennis Ward and Don Barrett, who have 

heavily criticized each other, remained mostly 

civil. The two were not shy about voicing their 

opinions on each other’s abilities as a prosecutor.

By contrast, Miami-based candidates lofted 

personal attacks each other and took on more 

partisan positions in their statements on Monday 

night.

Federal House Representative District 26 

candidates Debbie Mucarsel-Powell and Carlos 

Gimenez showed their differences on major 

national political issues such as immigration, the 

COVID-19 pandemic response and recovery and 

the Affordable Care Act.

The two addressed recent complaints by 

Florida Keys commercial fi shermen, who met 

last week with the U.S. Coast Guard to address 

the Coast Guard boarding their vessels and 

removing illegal migrant workers.

Both agreed that the immigration policies had 

to be changed to accommodate much-needed 

guest workers, but disagreed on what those 

changes would be.

Gimenez said policies are needed to bring 

workers “out of the shadows” and give them a 

process and system to legally work in the country.

Murcasel charged that Gimenez’s party 

has opposed such changes in the past, which 

included the Development, Relief and Education 

for Alien Minors Act, known as the DREAM Act. 

She added that Gimenez, mayor of Miami-Dade 

County, has opposed attempts to make that 

county a Sanctuary city or county and his party 

has opposed attempts to reform immigration 

policies, or at the very least can’t agree on 

immigration reform.

When it came to the Affordable Care Act, 

Mucarsel-Powell called the debate the “fi ght of 

our lives” and it needs to be protected to keep 

insurance coverage for millions who would lose 

coverage. She accused President Donald Trump 

Quarantine 
violator gets 
jail time

See QUARANTINE, Page 10A

Monroe County 
Commission District 1 
candidate Craig Cates 
explains why he should 
keep his seat.

Also on today’s show:
� Judd Wise, Key West 
High School
� Jim Mooney, State 
Representative Dist. 120 
candidate
� Rick Ramsay, Monroe 
County Sheriff
� Roman Gastesi, Monroe 
County Administrator
� Michele Leonard-
Mularz, Monroe County 
Extension Offi ce
� Greg Veliz, Key West City 
Manager

BY PRU SOWERS

Key West Citizen

With the coronavirus entrenched 

and many residents still not able 

to work, Key West city officials 

have opened a free food pantry in 

Bahama Village.

The pantry is located at the 

Frederick Douglass Gym complex, 

111 Olivia St., and will be open 

six days a week from 1:30 p.m. to 

7:30 p.m. Monday through Friday 

and from 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on 

Saturday. A food and donation drive 

at City Hall provided the fi rst fi lling 

of the pantry, and Key West Business 

Guild Director Kevin Theriault vol-

unteered to stock the shelves.

Key West Assistant City Manager 

Patti McLauchlin led the effort to get 

the pantry up and running. Going 

forward, the pantry will depend on 

food and other items donated by 

city residents. Continued donations 

will be accepted at the pantry and in 

drop boxes located at both the front 

and back entrance of City Hall.

“We’re doing a lot of roundtable 

[meetings], 26, I think, for COVID-19 

recovery. One of the things we kept 

hearing was, ‘feed our people,’ ” 

McLauchlin said about the genesis 

of the new pantry.

While located in Bahama Village, 

McLauchlin emphasized that the 

pantry is open to anyone.

“This is for the community as a 

whole, anyone who needs help. It’s 

for all of us,” she said.

Beginning this week, Star of the 

Sea Foundation (SOS) will be dis-

tributing pre-assembled boxes and 

bags of food every Tuesday at the 

pantry from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. Tom 

Callahan, SOS executive director, 

said this week’s fi rst food distribu-

tion is hopefully the beginning of a 

larger SOS meal program connect-

ed to the Bahama Village pantry, 

New food pantry builds on idea of helping community

See PANTRY, Page 10A

Four county 
students earn 
scholarship 
honors

See STUDENTS, Page 11A

Monroe candidates shine 
in final Lower Keys meeting

Photos by ROB O’NEAL/The Citizen

Hometown! Moderator Todd German, right, hosts Florida State House Dist. 120 candidates Jim 
Mooney, left, and Clint Barras, center, Monday evening at The Studios of Key West.

Donald Barrett, a Keys defense attorney and 
former prosecutor, is running for the position of 
Monroe County State Attorney.

Incumbent Dennis Ward is running to keep his 
position of Monroe County State Attorney.
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