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“Wishing a happy, 
healthy and hearty 

Thanksgiving to all!”

ON THE RADIO

NEWS: 7:30, 8:30 a.m., 

noon, 5 & 6 p.m.

Evening Edition 5-5:30 p.m.
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Boros

Many Islands — One Voice

There will no Morning 

Magazine or Evening 

Edition on Thursday, 

Thanksgiving Day. On 

Friday, Diane Beruldsen, 

president of the Stock 

Island Association, talks 

with News Director Joe 

Moore and Chuck Thomas 

about a request the group 

has of Monroe County.

Also,

� Pasta Pantaleo, Sea 

Turtle Gallery and Gifts 

owner

� Steve Estes, The News 

Barometer Editor and 

Publisher

� J.W. Cooke, Key West 

Citizen Managing Editor

� Adrienne Z, Florida Keys 

singer-songwriter

� Chris Seymour, Key West 

Citizen Executive Editor

On Evening Edition, 

host Ron Saunders 

talks with publicist 

Carol Tedesco about the 

numerous holiday events 

scheduled throughout the 

Florida Keys.

BY CITIZEN STAFF

The Florida Keys Mosquito Control District 

and Oxitec recently announced the completion 

of another phase of the joint project to evaluate 

the use of Oxitec mosquitoes in controlling inva-

sive Aedes aegypti mosquitoes.

The project team has successfully concluded 

the active release stage, FKMCD announced in a 

news release. All project release boxes will be re-

moved from their sites in the coming weeks and 

ongoing monitoring will continue, likely until 

February next year, offi cials said in the release.

“We are so very appreciative to our Florida 

Keys communities for getting involved and 

supporting this ground-breaking project,” said 

Florida Keys Mosquito Control District Executive 

Director Andrea Leal.

“We have learned so much in this fi rst 

season, and it has been exciting to see 

that male Oxitec mosquitoes were suc-

cessfully fi nding and mating with the 

target females as predicted. This pilot 

project simply would not have been 

possible without the dedication and 

support of so many local residents and 

community stakeholders and we are 

grateful to all of them,” she said.

Throughout the project, only Oxitec’s 

non-biting male mosquitoes emerged 

from the boxes and dispersed as expect-

ed, mating successfully with invasive females. 

Additional, detailed information about the proj-

ect will be shared in the coming months as data 

is evaluated by the project steering committee, 

according to the news release.

The Florida Keys experienced cases of dengue 

fever as recently as 2020, which emphasized 

the importance of controlling the public health 

threat posed by the mosquitoes.

Mosquito project ends releases
The completion of another 
phase of the joint project 
between the Florida Keys 
Mosquito Control District 
and Oxitec to evaluate the 
use of Oxitec mosquitoes 
in controlling invasive 
Aedes aegypti mosquitoes 
was recently announced.
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Florida Keys motorists 

already slowed by holiday 

traffi c may be further 
delayed by several events 

occurring in Islamorada 

this Friday through Sunday.

The Beach Road Trip 

Weekend Florida Keys 

event or BRT Weekend 

will begin at approximately 

9 a.m. Friday, Nov. 26, 

on the oceanside beach 

at Mile Marker 83.4 to 

approximately 3 p.m.

There will be events 

from 9 a.m. to 12 a.m. 

Saturday and Sunday at 

the Fisher Inn Resort & 

Marina near Mile Marker 

85 on the Old Highway.

Lastly, from 8 a.m. to 

2:30 p.m. Sunday there 

will be an event at Hog 

Heaven Sports Bar and 

Grill located near Mile 

Marker 85.3.

Deputies will be on site 

for all events, according to 

Monroe County Sheriff’s 

Offi ce spokesman Adam 
Linhardt.

Motorists should 

continue to plan for 

additional traffi c delays 
due to the Thanksgiving 

holiday this weekend as 

well.

Islamorada 
events may slow 

Keys traffic

See MOSQUITO, Page 9A

BY STAFF AND WIRE REPORT

Seven anti-vaccine doctors, 

including Key West physician 

Dr. Bruce Boros, fell sick after 

gathering earlier this month 

for a Florida 

“s u m m i t”  a t 

which alternative 

treatments 

for COVID-19 

were discussed, 

according to 

published 

sources.

The Brit ish 

newspaper, The Guardian, 

quoted Boros as telling the 

audience at the event, which 

was held at the World Equestrian 

Center in Ocala: “I have been on 

ivermectin for 16 months, my 

wife and I,” adding, “I have never 

felt healthier in my life.”

The 71-year-old cardiologist 

and anti-vaccine advocate 

contracted COVID-19 two days 

later, according to the head event 

organizer, Dr John Littell.

Littell,  an Ocala family 

physician, also told the Daily 

Beast, an American news website, 

that six other doctors among 800 

to 900 participants at the event 

also tested positive or developed 

COVID-19 symptoms “within 

days of the conference.”

Anti-vax 
doctor 
contracts 
COVID

BY THERESA JAVA

Key West Citizen

Out of more than 240,000 model runs of 

discharging water from Lake Okeechobee, 

the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers chose 

“Model 260467” as the framework on which 

the Lake Okeechobee System Operating 

Manual, the playbook that will guide water 

releases for the next decade, will be based.

While not every stakeholder is happy, 

conservationists applaud LOSOM as an 

improvement over LORS 08, the current 

lake schedule that has been, in part, guided 

by the lake’s ailing Herbert Hoover Dike and 

responsible for sending toxic blue-green 

algae west to the Caloosahatchee estuary 

and east to the St. Lucie estuary.

Since 2001, the 143-mile dike structure 

surrounding Lake Okeechobee has been 

undergoing rehabilitation at an estimated 

cost of $1.8 billion. The work is expected 

to be complete near the end of 2022, at 

which time, LOSOM is expected to be 

implemented.

According to Col. James Booth, the 

Army Corps of Engineers’ Jacksonville 

District commander, Model 260467 was 

chosen since it eliminates lake releases 

to the St. Lucie under normal conditions 

95% of the time while fl ows to the west 

will be below 2,000 cubic feet per second, 

which the Corps says will minimize algae 

blooms.

Army Corps adopts final Lake Okeechobee plan
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The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers releases water from Lake 
Okeechobee when levels are considered too high for the 
Herbert Hoover Dike to provide suffi cient protection against a 
breach.

See DOCTOR, Page 9A

See LAKE O , Page 9A
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ABOVE: Chef Byron Reyes pulls from the 
oven two of 12 turkeys being prepared for 
the annual S.O.S. Callahan Community 
Kitchen on United Street. On Wednesday, 
the organization provided 150 
Thanksgiving meals for Keys Overnight 
Temporary Shelter, the Kennedy Senior 
Center and the Inez Martin Child Care 
Center that included mashed potatoes, 
stuffi ng and green bean casserole.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING

LEFT: In addition to providing prepared 
meals to residents of KOTS, the Kennedy 
Senior Center and the Inez Martin Child 
Care Center, the S.O.S. Food Pantry on 
Stock Island provided 300 food baskets 
and another 100 baskets at the Key 
Largo pantry. The packages included 
Spanish-inspired meals kits that 
include rice, beans, cooking oil, apple 
sauce and sweets, while the traditional 
Thanksgiving packages contain mashed 
potatoes, stuffi ng, cranberry sauce, 
yams and pumpkin pie fi lling. Gift 
certifi cates for $25 were provided to buy 
meat for the meals.


