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CAYO CONCH

“As if fi ghting 
the coronavirus 

isn’t enough, 
now we have 

computer 
viruses!”

IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO OUR READERS ON THE RADIO

NEWS: 7:30, 8:30 a.m., 

noon, 5 & 6 p.m.

Evening Edition 5-5:30 p.m.

The Key West Citizen is proud to announce 
a signifi cant upgrade to our keysnews.com 
website.

Keeping our readers aware and informed of 
all local news remains our highest priority. To 
that end, we have unveiled a cleaner, fresher, 
more user-friendly keysnews.com.

As a digital subscriber, you will be asked 
to log in to your account with the same login 
information you always use. Don’t panic, this is 
a one-time process.

Because of the unprecedented nature of the 
COVID pandemic and the temporary reduction 
in print publication days to three — Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday — digital access becomes 
even more valuable since our Tuesday and 
Thursday editions are 100% digital.

To access your digital version, go to http://
www.keysnews.com and click on Log In. 
Subscribers can also access breaking news on 
The Citizen’s Facebook page. Finally, we are al-
ways available to serve you; call 305-292-7777.

the coronavirus 

Florida Department of Health in 
Monroe County Administrator Bob Eadie 
talks about the surge in local COVID-19 
cases.

Also on Monday's show: 

� Capt. Dave DiPre, FWC

� Paulette Summers, FDOT
� Capt. Adam Chamie, U.S. Coast Guard

� Teri Johnston, Key West Mayor

� Jim Mooney, State Representative

� Luis Gonzalez, Marathon Mayor

BY PRU SOWERS

Key West Citizen

In the past eight months, three 

Florida Keys municipal and county 

entities have been hit by a comput-

er ransomware virus that virtually 

shut down their systems for weeks.

Two of the computer virus at-

tacks, on Key West City Hall and 

Florida Keys Mosquito Control 

District computer servers, oc-

curred in the last 10 weeks. The fi rst 

of these three systems hacks hit 

the Marathon city computer sys-

tem on March 4 and Information 

Technology staff there have still 

not gotten all municipal servers up 

and running.

The computer ransomware 

virus that shut down the Key 

West City Hall computer system 

on Aug. 28 for over three weeks 

seems remarkably similar to the 

other two viruses that seized con-

trol of the in-house governmental 

computer servers, encrypting the 

stored data to make it unreadable 

and useless. In Key  West and 

Marathon, ransom demands were 

received. At Mosquito Control, the 

district’s Chief Technical Officer, 

Tony Nunez, was able to shut 

down the system while the attack 

was ongoing, possibly stopping 

the infection process before it 

could become more embedded. 

Chad Huff, Mosquito Control 

Public Education and Information 

Offi cer, said Nunez was somehow 

alerted to the attack on the evening 

of Oct. 20.

“ T h e  n e x t 

morning, all of 

our phones and 

computers were 

non-functional. 

All of our data was 

encrypted. He 

[Nunez] pulled 

the plug and kept 

it from getting worse,” Huff told The 

Key West Citizen this week.

Possibly as a result of that, 

Huff said, the county mosquito 

control office never received a 

ransom demand. But Key West 

and Marathon weren’t as lucky. 

Key West City Manager Greg Veliz 

said the ransom demand got as 

high as $1.1 million in return for 

the hackers removing the virus 

that encrypted the city’s municipal 

data. The U.S. Secret Service was 

involved in the negotiations, as 

was a ransomware expert team 

put in place by the city’s insurance 

company, he said.

FKMC, cities reel from computer attacks

BY PRU SOWERS
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The list of coronavirus special event victims keeps 

growing.

Key West has canceled all special events on public 

property through Dec. 31 to help slow the soaring num-

ber of COVID-19 cases in both the city and Monroe 

County. In addition to the previously announced can-

cellation of the holiday parade and the in-person public 

Christmas tree and menorah lightings — both of which 

will be shown virtually — all concerts at the Coffee 

Butler Amphitheater going forward through the end of 

December are canceled, including a Dec. 11 concert by 

the band 38 Special.

The Dec. 2 Wesley House Lighted Bike Ride fundraiser 

Key West cancels 
all special events 
on city properties

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA
Key West Citizen

The public will have its fi rst chance on Saturday, 

Nov. 21, to tour a model tiny home the Monroe County 

government has set up as part of a pilot program to test 

the interest in such types of homes.

The public is welcome to view Monroe County’s 

fi rst model code compliant tiny home at one of three 

planned open houses, according to county spokeswom-

an Kristen Livengood.

The house, which is located at 41 Judy Place in Key 

Largo, will be open from noon to 3 p.m. on Saturday, 

Nov. 21, Saturday, Dec. 5, and Saturday, Dec. 12.

At the open house, COVID-19 safety measures will be 

in place. Visitors will be required to wear facial cover-

ings, socially distance from others, and only one family 

County to unveil 
tiny home modelPhotos by ROB O’NEAL/The Citizen

Key West Wildlife Rescue Executive Director Tom 
Sweets, left, and Marathon Turtle Hospital Rehab 
Specialist Olivia Carlile transfer a juvenile green 
sea turtle to the hospital’s iconic ambulance Friday 
morning on Stock Island. The turtle was plucked 
from the water of the Lower Keys earlier in the day by 
concerned boaters that noticed tumors on the reptile’s 
face, neck and fl ippers. Throughout the world’s oceans, 
all sea turtles, with the exception of leatherbacks, are 
affected by the fi bropapillomatosis virus that produces 
tumors and lesions on the animal’s soft tissue. If 
left untreated, the growths can obstruct the turtle’s 
vision, rendering it vulnerable to predators and unable 
to swim and feed. The turtle will undergo surgery to 
remove the tumors and will rehabilitate, on average, 
for roughly one year before being released back into 
the wild. ‘We usually deal mostly in birds,’ Sweets said, 
‘but we’re here for all types of our precious wildlife and 
thoroughly enjoy partnering with the Marathon Turtle 
Hospital, as we have a common goal.’

REPTILE RESCUE

Veliz

See COMPUTER, Page 11A

See EVENTS, Page 11A

See TINY, Page 11A

From left, Vicky 
Pena, Corley Smith, 
Olivia Sargent and 
Zoe Marchetti

r ns may apply. Select services required. Offer ends 11/23/2020. Photo courtesy of the Monroe County Library and

Thhe Wright Langley Collection. Pictured: Navy installing freshwater pipeline down US 1 circa 1942.

dd Help With Your Finances?

s t a anch in Key West, Stock Island, Big Pine or Marathon to open your account.

our tradition of saving to lower your payments and
o ey by refinancing your loans from other lenders

to us or consolidating debts into a Keys Personal Loan.
Plus, mention #beyond80 and we’ll donate $5.00 to the S.O.S. Foundation.*


