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Back Yard officially opened with ribbon cutting — 1B 75¢

CAYO CONCH

“It’s Star Wars Day.
May the Fourth 
be with you!”

TO OUR READERS

ON THE RADIO

NEWS: 7:30, 8:30 a.m., 

noon, 5 & 6 p.m.

Evening Edition 5-5:30 p.m.
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Robert Henkel, leader 

of Boy Scout Troop 578 

talks about his program 

and all they've been doing 

in Key West

Also on today’s show:

� Capt. Mark Sohaney,

NAS Key West

� Chad Huff, Florida Keys 

Mosquito Control

� Sarah Eckert, Athletic 

Director Key West High 

School

� Sarah Fangman,

Superintendent of Fl. Keys 

National Marine Sanctuary

� Dr. Jonathon Gueverra, 

President and CEO College 

of The Florida Keys

� Alicia Bentancourt, 

Monroe County Extension 

Service

The Key West Citizen   

aims to keep our readers 

aware and informed of 

all local news, sports and 

entertainment, so we’ve 

upgraded our website, 

http://www.keysnews.

com, to provide up-to-

date information, with 

breaking news alerts and 

links to Facebook and 

Twitter.

We offer numerous 

subscription options, 

including print — which 

also provides access 

to the e-edition of The 

Citizen and Florida Keys 

Free Press, our weekly 

newspaper. Subscription 

prices are listed on 

Page 2A.

Because of the unprec-

edented nature of the 

COVID-19 pandemic and 

the temporary reduction 

in print publication days 

to three — Wednesday, 

Friday and Saturday — 

digital access becomes 

even more valuable, 

as our Tuesday and 

Thursday editions are 

100% digital. To access 

your digital version of 

each day’s edition of The 

Key West Citizen, go to 

http://www.keysnews.

com and click on e-Edi-

tions.   Finally, we are 

always available to serve 

you; call 305-292-7777.

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA 

AND PRU SOWERS

Key West Citizen

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis moved 

to suspend all remaining COVID-19 

restrictions imposed by communities 

across the state, signing into law on 

Monday freshly passed legislation 

giving him sweeping powers to 

invalidate local emergency measures 

put in place during the pandemic 

— including mask mandates, 

limitations on business operations 

and the shuttering of schools.

“We don’t know what’s going to 

happen in the future,” DeSantis said 

Monday, “but I think this creates 

a structure that’s going to be a 

little bit more respectful, I think, of 

people’s businesses jobs, schools and 

personal freedom.”

He said he would sign executive 

order to begin implementing some of 

the provisions of the new law, which 

doesn’t go into effect until July 1.

However, Monroe County 

Attorney Bob Shillinger speculated 

the legislation only deals with 

preempting emergency orders not 

ordinances. The county and the 

city of Key West instituted mask 

BY ELLIOT WELD

Key West Citizen

A wildfire near Florida City 

that caused Card Sound Road 

to be closed to traffic in both 

directions Monday was moving 

with easterly winds toward 

U.S. 1, concerning officials who 

say the highway could have to 

close if the blaze gets too close.

The two are the only roads 

connecting the Florida Keys to 

the mainland.

Wildfire mitigation specialist 

Scott Peterich said the fire 

started on April 30 and had 

burned 11,500 acres as of 

Monday afternoon. He reported 

that it was 55% contained.

The fire started in a remote 

area near the Homestead-

Miami Speedway and was being 

pushed by winds toward Card 

Sound Road. Peterich said that 

his agency, the Florida Forest 

Service’s Everglades Division, 

was performing controlled 

burns by Card Sound Road to try 

to take away fuel from the fire 

and prevent it from jumping the 

road and heading toward U.S. 1.

In the event that the main 

highway does close, Peterich 

hoped that smoke will have died 

down enough that Card Sound 

Road could be reopened, so as 

not to cut off access to the Keys. 

BY PRU SOWERS

Key West Citizen

Key West City Commissioners 

will dive into a packed, 30-item 

meeting agenda tonight, May 4.

The agenda is slated to cover 

big items like recommending 

changing South Roosevelt 

Boulevard to one lane each way 

with a center turning lane; an 

overview of the fi scal year 2021-

22 city budget, where budget 

workshops are starting this week; 

and a resolution instructing the city 

manager to work with members 

of the Frederick Douglass Black 

Educators Memorial Project to fi nd 

an appropriate space in Bahama 

Village for a museum dedicated 

to honoring former teachers from 

The Douglass High School. Those 

teachers educated generations of 

Black students from 1871 to 1965, 

when the schools in Key West 

and Monroe County were fi nally 

desegregated.

Other agenda items include 

whether or not to accept a state 

grant of almost $522,000 to continue 

repairs and improvements to the 

Mallory Square T-Pier, which is 

used for cruise ship dockings. 

While the city would have to 

contribute a $174,000 match to 

the grant, city offi cials have been 

wondering whether to continue 

improvements to the pier in light 

of residents’ recent efforts to limit 

cruise ship size and passenger and 

crew disembarkations. The T-Pier 

improvements would allow larger 

ships to dock in front of the city-

owned Mallory Square.

“I’m sure we’ll have a lively 

conversation on that based on the 

cruise ship referendum,” Mayor 

Teri Johnston said on U.S. 1 Radio 

Monday morning.

Commissioner Mary Lou Hoover 

is sponsoring the resolution to 

ask the Florida Department of 

Transportation (FDOT), which is 

slated to fund a repair project on 

South Roosevelt Boulevard from 

Bertha Street to the east end of 

Smathers Beach, to change the 

design of the project to make 

the oceanside roadway one way 

in each direction with a middle 

lane for turns. That would free up 

enough space on the four-land 

KW Commission to tackle road and pier work

See ROAD, Page 7A
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Surrounded by lawmakers, Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis speaks at the end of 
the legislative session on April 30, 2021, at the Capitol in Tallahassee.

Photos by Carol Tedesco

Marie Willy, foreground, and Blondine Conserve are pictured working at City Hall during a past Idle Hands Summer 
Youth Program. Students interested in the popular program can meet with A Positive Step Monroe representatives 
beginning at lunchtime today at Key West High School to explore various job training opportunities with the City of 
Key West. The non-profi t organization has partnered with the city since 2010 to offer 25-30 students between the 
ages of 16-18, a two-week, paid job readiness orientation, with summer jobs beginning on July 6.

Positions available with the Idle Hands Summer Youth Employment Program include City administrative assistant, 
community service, fl eet maintenance and media department positions, among others. For information, visit 
APSMC.org or contact founder and executive director Billy Davis at 305-304-1969.

ON THE JOB TRAINING Wildfire 
closes 
one main 
highway 
into Keys

See WILDFIRE, Page 7A

Governor preempts local COVID rules

See COVID, Page 7A

Superintendent 
Theresa Axford

Andy Griffi thsJohn Dick 


