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I S L A M O R A D A  — 

Islamorada is known as a 

quaint drinking village with 

a fi shing problem.

Now, one segment of 

village residents argue 

it’s a quaint village with 

a development problem 

and could market their 

own T-shirt: “Islamorada’s 

overdevelopment makes me 

drink.”

Many agree that the cur-

rent election pits would-be 

property developers against 

smart-or-slower growth 

advocates. But, does it? 

Municipal planning is a pro-

fession that deals with myri-

ad details from fence heights 

to setbacks to development 

rights.

One can hardly blame 

residents if their eyes glaze 

over as the Islamorada 

Village Council launches 

into seemingly minutiae 

over development permits, 

but it’s minutiae that enables 

developers to maximize the 

number of units on a prop-

erty, even in cases when it 

appears such development 

rights to do not exist.

This year’s election has 

resurrected the Gimpy 

Gulch saga of nearly two 

decades ago, when develop-

ment of the property at the 

end of Gimpy Gulch Drive, 

adjacent to Founders Park’s 

west, raised questions about 

the fairness of Islamorada 

village government.

The property’s prior own-

er was former Islamorada 

councilman Mark Gregg, a 

current candidate for Village 

Council Seat 2, who rented 

out units to several inhabi-

tants. Gregg’s election oppo-

nent is Cheryl Meads.

Meads’ campaign has 

the funds to place color 

advertisements in the local 

newspapers, and one such 

ad detailed the history of vil-

lage decisions that led to the 

metamorphosing of three 

building rights into eight 

units at the end of Gimpy 

Gulch; a $579,00 invest-

ment in 1998 that became 

a $3.5 million sale about 

fi ve years later, according to 

Mead’s research.

Gregg received those 
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KEY WEST — Key West Citizen and 

Florida Keys Free Press Publisher and 

Editor Richard Tamborrino, a veteran 

newspaperman who took over the 

dual roles 2 1/2 years ago and guided 

both papers through myriad chang-

es and challenges, will retire as of 

Saturday, Oct. 31.

Taking over as publisher will be 

long-time newspaperman Kevin 

Downey, who has overseen the 

publications’ advertis-

ing departments for the 

past 16 months.

Tamborrino, who 

previously had served 

as publisher of the 

Florida Keys Keynoter, 

forged many deep 

relationships in the 

community, from a 

business, political and 

government standpoint during his 

eight years in the Florida Keys. He has 

had a profound impact 

on culture at the news-

papers by developing 

staff, and by making 

employees account-

able and respected.

“I’ve dedicated 35 

years and much of 

my adult life to the 

media industry be-

cause I love the excitement and the 
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KEY LARGO — South 

Shore Rentals, a Canadian 

company offering vacation 

rental houseboats, has re-

cently pared down its fl eet 

following a recent vessel 

inspection by state law en-

forcement offi cers on Lake 

Surprise and surrounding 

waters.

The “West Barrel Boat,” 

“East Barrel Boat” and the 

“Pirate Ship” have been 
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PLANTATION KEY — The 

father of a teenager charged 

with murdering his younger 

brother is advocating for his 

son’s well-being after the 

17-year-old was released 

again from the hospital to 

the confi nes of an adult de-

tention center.

In the early morning 

hours of May 7, Ariel 

Poholek awoke to his old-

er son, Daniel Weisberger, 

attempting to kill him. He 

was able to thwart the knife 

attack and managed to es-

cape. Poholek’s younger son, 

Pascal, 14, was already dead.

By that evening, Poholek 

had nearly lost Daniel as 

well after a daylong search 

for him ended abruptly 

when the boy walked into 

traffi c and was struck by a 

truck.

“Since he’s in an adult 

facility, he’s 

had a lot of 

health is-

sues. Daniel 

nearly died 

[May 7] due 

to a severe 

head injury,” 

Poholek told 

the Free Press 

last week. “He 

suffered serious bruising to 

his brain that caused him to 

be in a coma for nearly two 

weeks after the incident. 

Now, in addition to his brain 

trauma, he has respiratory 

problems. His trachea is al-

most completely obstructed 

with scar tissue from when 

they intubated him after the 

accident.”

From the hospital, 

Weisberger was a “direct 

fi le” into the Monroe County 

Detention Center where he 

awaits to be prosecuted as 
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Upper Keys Democrats, above, show their choice for 
president during a recent ‘Beep for Biden’ event along 
U.S.1 in Key Largo. The Republican Party of Monroe County 
has set up an offi ce in Tavernier, left, to campaign for GOP 
candidates. As of Sunday, 26,731 registered voters (46%) 
had already cast ballots for the Nov. 3 election through 
the early voting and vote-by-mail options, according to 
the Monroe County Supervisor of Elections. Early voting 
continues daily from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. through Saturday, 
Oct. 31, at 530 Whitehead St., Suite 101, Key West; 10015 
Overseas Highway, Marathon; 102050 Overseas Highway, 
Suite 137, Key Largo; Big Pine Key Community Park, 31009 
Atlantis Drive; and Islamorada-Helen Wadley Branch 
Library, 81830 Overseas Highway. Polls are open from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. throughout the county Tuesday, Nov. 3.
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