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Key West ends season with heart-breaking loss — 1B $1.75
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CAYO CONCH

“Boy, that 

kid can be 

my fi rst mate 
anytime! 

Well done!”

IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO OUR READERS ON THE RADIO

NEWS: 7:30, 8:30 a.m., 

noon, 5 & 6 p.m.

Evening Edition 5-5:30 p.m.

The Key West Citizen is proud to announce 
a signifi cant upgrade to our keysnews.com 
website.

Keeping our readers aware and informed of 
all local news remains our highest priority. To 
that end, we have unveiled a cleaner, fresher, 
more user-friendly keysnews.com.

As a digital subscriber, you will be asked 
to log in to your account with the same login 
information you always use. Don’t panic, this is 
a one-time process.

Because of the unprecedented nature of the 
COVID pandemic and the temporary reduction 
in print publication days to three — Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday — digital access becomes 
even more valuable since our Tuesday and 
Thursday editions are 100% digital.

To access your digital version, go to http://
www.keysnews.com and click on Log In. 
Subscribers can also access breaking news on 
The Citizen’s Facebook page. Finally, we are al-
ways available to serve you; call 305-292-7777.

Dr. Mark Whiteside, Florida 
Department of Health Monroe County 
Medical Director, talks about the 
recent rise in local COVID-19 cases.

Also on Monday's show:
� Offi cer Bobby Dube, FWC
� Paulette Summers, FDOT
� Capt. Adam Chamie, U.S. Coast Guard
� Teri Johnston, Key West Mayor
� Rep. Javier Fernandez, State Senate 
Dist. 39 candidate
� John Bartus, Marathon City Council 
member

BY DANIEL KELLY

Key West Citizen

The wind was blowing at 

about 15 knots, catching the 

top of Jim and Kim Harris’ 

21-foot Mako boat, giving 

it sailboat-type of effect as 

Kim tossed the anchor into 

the water.

But the gusting wind 

caused the anchor rope to 

be ripped from her hands, 

and she yelled back to her 

husband to back up the 

boat, although Jim did not 

realize she had thrown in 

the anchor — or that it was 

beneath the boat when he 

kicked it into reverse.

The rope became en-

tangled in the propeller 

and stalled the motor. It all 

happened so fast, in about 

a minute and a half, they 

recalled in an interview with 

The Key West Citizen.

The Harrises had planned 

to go for a swim on Thursday, 

Oct. 8, with their 11-year-old 

grandson, Avani Perez, when 

things went terribly wrong 

off Rodriguez Key, about 

a mile offshore from Mile 

Marker 99, oceanside.

Boy, 11, helps rescue grandparents 

Photo provided

Avani Perez, left, pilots a boat with his grandfather, Jim Harris, during a recent outing. The 
11-year-old, who is said to have ‘grown up on the water,’ helped guide, via GPS, U.S. Coast 
Guard and Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission crews, and a good Samaritan, 
to help rescue his family.See RESCUE, Page 12A

BY PRU SOWERS

Key West Citizen

Hoping to create a regular 

festival celebrating the diverse 

Caribbean origins of early Key 

West settlers, as well as create 

an ongoing economic oppor-

tunity for residents and orga-

nizations centered in Bahama 

Village, a new Carnival-type 

celebration is gearing up for a 

post-COVID launch, possibly 

on St. Patrick’s Day weekend 

next March.

Called Key West Welcome 

Fest, the proposal is being 

headed up by Bahama Village 

resident Veronica Stafford. 

She outlined her team’s vision 

recently, laying out plans for 

a two-day “family event” that 

would take place four times a 

year, focusing on the music, 

dance, food and culture of the 

Caribbean Islands. Stafford 

recently asked city commis-

sioners to give the go-ahead 

to the event and possibly con-

tribute to security costs for 

the festival and the quarterly 

Carnival-

type street 

parade.

“You 

don’t hear 

steel drums 

[ i n  Ke y 

West]. You 

don’t hear 

Cuban music. You don’t see 

Junkanoo [African street 

parade]. You don’t see Moka 

Jumbie [Caribbean stilt walk-

ing],” Stafford said. “If you 

walk down Duval Street, you 

very seldom hear Caribbean 

music or see Caribbean 

culture.”

Welcome Fest will be a 

participatory event, she said, 

where tourists and residents 

come together to learn how 

to play Caribbean musical 

instruments and create elab-

orate costumes to march and 

dance in a traditional Carnival 

parade. Key West schools will 

be asked to offer their stu-

dents classes on traditional 

New cultural 
fest proposed 
for Key West

See CULTURAL, Page 9A

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA

Key West Citizen

The differences between the Republican 

and Democrat candidates running for state 

House of Representatives District 120 seat 

might not be as drastic as voters might think, 

especially given the current political climate.

The choice in this race for some might just 

come down to political party preference or 

personal relationship.

Republican candidate Jim Mooney and 

Democrat opponent Clinton Barras are both 

vying for the chance to represent the Keys in 

the state House of Representatives, as current 

state Rep. Holly Raschein, R-Key Largo, has 

reached her term limit.

Mooney has the upper hand when it comes 

to experience, as he has served four terms on 

the Islamorada Village Council, serving as 

mayor during some of those terms.

Barras is a political newcomer and has 

not served in any elected position. He has 

been on the Florida Keys National Marine 

Sanctuary Advisory Council, serving as chair 

of that board in his last year.

The winner has several pressing issues he 

will have to face, including bringing much 

needed funding for water quality and sea 

level rise projects, which could cost billions 

of dollars during the next 10 to 20 years.

The two have found common ground on 

such controversial issues as gun rules, home 

BY THERESA JAVA
Key West Citizen

Candidates seeking the state Senate 

District 39 seat have ramped up efforts 

entering the fi nal leg of the closely watched 

race.

Seat 39, which represents residents from 

Monroe County and parts of southern and 

western Miami-Dade County, is being va-

cated by term-limited Republican Anitere 

Flores.

This is one of the most highly contested 

races among the districts. The Republican 

Party has held a majority of the state Senate’s 

40 districts since 1995.

State Rep. Javier Fernandez, D-Coral 

Gables, is attempting to prevent state Rep. 

Ana Maria Rodriguez, R-Miami, from keep-

ing the seat in Republican hands.

Fernandez has been a casino and mall 

lobbyist, while Rodriguez has been a realty 

and hospital lobbyist.

Both candidates say they have ramped up 

canvassing efforts and making phone calls.

“Of course from a healthy distance,” 

Fernandez said. “And the response is favor-

able. Our fundraising has been strong and 

preliminary polling results shows I’m in the 

lead.”

Rodriguez said that it’s been challenging 

going door to door wearing a mask.

Clinton Barras Jim Mooney Javier 

Fernandez

Ana Maria 

Rodriguez

State House Dist. 120 
seat is up for grabs

State Senate Dist. 39 
hopefuls talk Keys priorities

See DIST. 120, Page 5A See DIST. 39, Page 10A

Carly 
Sweeney

SAVED AT SEA

Stafford
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oof the Monroe County Library and The Wright Langley Collection. Pictured: Car Accident in Keys circa 1962.

uto Loans have fast local service and low payments.
, eention #beyond80 and we’ll donate $5.00 to the

S.O.S. Foundation.*

oking For a New Car?

w o lives or works in the Keys is invited to join our tradition of savings!

Go to KeysFCU.org Visit any branch in Key West, Stock Island, Big Pine or Marathon.


