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The Key West Citizen   

aims to keep our readers 

aware and informed of 

all local news, sports and 

entertainment, so we’ve 

upgraded our website, 

http://www.keysnews.

com, to provide up-to-

date information, with 

breaking news alerts and 

links to Facebook and 

Twitter.

We offer numerous 

subscription options, 

including print — which 

also provides access 

to the e-edition of The 

Citizen and Florida Keys 

Free Press, our weekly 

newspaper. Subscription 

prices are listed on 

Page 2A.

Because of the unprec-

edented nature of the 

COVID-19 pandemic and 

the temporary reduction 

in print publication days 

to three — Wednesday, 

Friday and Saturday — 

digital access becomes 

even more valuable, 

as our Tuesday and 

Thursday editions are 

100% digital. To access 

your digital version of 

each day’s edition of The 

Key West Citizen, go to 

http://www.keysnews.

com and click on e-Edi-

tions.   Finally, we are 

always available to serve 

you; call 305-292-7777.

BY ELLIOT WELD

Key West Citizen

A proposed road-widening project 

and elevated express lane that would 

bypass a key portion of Florida City’s 

commercial corridor and connect the 

Florida Turnpike to U.S. 1 just before 

the 18-Mile Stretch is garnering oppo-

sition from business leaders both on 

the mainland and in the island chain.

The Florida Department of 

Transportation began a study in 2017 

to evaluate the future traffi c needs of 

the region and determined a need to 

widen a 3-mile portion of U.S. 1 in the 

next few years based on traffi c projec-

tions for 2045.

The project would begin on U.S. 1 

at its intersection with S.W. 344th St. 

and end on the Turnpike near N.W. 8th 

St. But Brian Conesa, of the Tropical 

Everglades Visitor Association in 

Florida City, said “all businesses here 

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA

Key West Citizen

The Monroe County Commission 

will hold an emergency meeting to-

day, Wednesday, and vote on lifting 

its COVID-19 restrictions, which 

includes the wearing of masks and 

people social distancing.

The meeting comes two days 

after Gov. Ron DeSantis issued an 

order eliminating and superseding 

“any existing emergency order or 

ordinance issued by a county or 

municipality that imposes restric-

tions or mandates upon businesses 

or individuals due to the COVID-19 

emergency,” the order stated.

“For the remaining duration of 

the state of emergency initiated by 

Executive Order 20-52, no county 

or municipality may renew or enact 

an emergency order or ordinance, 

using a local state of emergency 

or using emergency enactment 

procedures under Chapters 125, 

252, or 166, Florida Statutes, that 

imposes restrictions or mandates 

upon businesses or individuals due 

to the COVID-19 emergency,” the 

order stated. “This order is effective 

immediately.”

Monroe County Mayor Michelle 

Coldiron proposed the County 

Commission support the governor’s 

order.

“My philosophy is to stay under 

the governor’s umbrella,” she said 

Tuesday. “I want to be in lockstep 

with the governor, if that is the will 

of my fellow county commission-

ers. ... Nothing prevents the people 

from wearing masks if they feel they 

need to do so.”

Private businesses can also still 

require masks and customers to 

social distance, Coldiron said.

If passed by the County 

Commission, the restrictions would 

be lifted for all county government 

buildings, facilities and public 

libraries, Coldiron said. Coldiron 

recommended that people be vac-

cinated, she said.

County to hold COVID-19 meeting

See MEETING, Page 11A

Proposed 
bypass 
faces some  
opposition

GOOGLE MAPS

Merchants along U.S. 1 in Florida City 
fear FDOT’s proposed Florida Turnpike 
Bypass, which would begin just north of 
the 18-Mile Stretch, would devastate 
businesses reliant upon motorists trav-
eling to and from the Florida Keys.

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA

Key West Citizen

The state Legislature has ap-

proved a bill that would increase 

the annual rate cap for windstorm 

insurance rates for property own-

ers in the Florida Keys covered by 

Citizens Property Insurance Corp.

The bill, if signed by the gover-

nor, will allow the annual rate cap 

of 10% for property owners to be 

increased by as much as 15% with-

in the next fi ve years.

The Monroe County government 

and the local insurance watchdog 

group FIRM (Fair Insurance Rates 

in Monroe) had been lobbying 

against increasing the cap and had 

requested a carve-out for Monroe 

County, but the request was de-

nied by state legislators.

The county and FIRM reminded 

state legislators that the Citizens 

Board of Governors voted in favor 

of a carve-out for Monroe County 

in the rate fi lings presented to the 

Offi ce of Insurance Regulation on 

March 15. However, the legislation 

has no mention of a carve-out for 

Monroe County.

However, language was removed 

from the bill that would have freed 

insurers from paying the full re-

placement cost on roof damage. 

Reducing the reimbursement is a 

substantial decrease in coverage 

for policyholders and has the po-

tential to confl ict with warranties. 

Metal roof warranties are 30 years. 

Keys face insurance rate increase BY CITIZEN STAFF REPORT

Monroe County Sheriff ’s Office 

deputies arrested a 23-year-old 

Gainesville,  Florida, man on 

Saturday evening after he reportedly 

exposed himself and attempted to 

fight several people at the Big Pine 

Fishing Lodge.

Deputies arrested Tyler Gregory 

Mott on charges of battery, 

disorderly conduct, voyeurism, 

indecent exposure and resisting 

arrest,  according to Sheriff ’s 

Man arrested 
after brawl at 
Big Pine resort

Monroe County Director 
of Strategic Planning 
and Libraries Kimberly 
Matthews talks about the 
upcoming series of Town 
Hall Meetings.

Also on today’s show:
� Theresa Axford, 
Superintendent of Monroe 
County Schools
� Rick Ramsay, Monroe 
County Sheriff
� Judd Wise, Key West 
High School
� Daniel Samess, 
Marathon Chamber of 
Commerce CEO
� Liz Young, Director of 
The Arts Council
� Patty McLaughlin,
Interim Key West City 
Manager
� John Bartus, Marathon 
City Councilman

Photos by ROB O’NEAL/The Citizen

Road construction on Bertha Street is now in its second week with crews currently working on the northbound 
lane. The project, which is a partnership between Monroe County and the City of Key West, includes new ADA 
sidewalks, landscape cut-outs, ramps and new stormwater collection systems as well as rehabilitation to 
existing systems. For a list of raodwork around the area, see page 2A.

Southbound traffi c fl ows freely on Bertha Street Tuesday morning from Venetia Street to Atlantic Boulevard 
while northbound traffi c is rerouted to George Street. The project includes a complete overhaul of First Street 
from Flagler Avenue to North Roosevelt Boulevard and is slated for completion in June of 2022.

UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION

See BYPASS, Page 10A

See ARRESTED, Page 11ASee INCREASE, Page 11A

Sabrina 
Ramirez

Lady Conchs, Lady ’Fins begin playoff push — 1B


