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CAYO CONCH

“Here’s to 

hoping for a 

little bit of 

the luck o’ 

the Irish!”

TO OUR READERS ON THE RADIO

NEWS: 7:30, 8:30 a.m., 

noon, 5 & 6 p.m.

Evening Edition 5-5:30 p.m.

Wednesday

The Rev. Steve Torrence of 

Metropolitan Community Church talks 

about its “Cooking with Love” program.

Also on today’s show:

� Judd Wise, Key West High School

� Rick Ramsay, Monroe County Sheriff

� Luis Gonzalez, Marathon Mayor

� Roman Gastesi, Monroe County 

Administrator

� Liz Young, Arts Council Director

� Greg Veliz, Key West City Manager

75¢

The Key West Citizen  aims to keep our 

readers aware and informed of all local news, 

sports and entertainment, so we’ve upgraded 

our website, http://www.keysnews.com, to 

provide up-to-date information, with breaking 

news alerts and links to Facebook and Twitter.

We offer numerous subscription options, 

including print — which also provides access 

to the e-edition of The Citizen and Florida 

Keys Free Press, our weekly newspaper. 

Subscription prices are listed on Page 2A.

Because of the unprecedented nature of 

the COVID-19 pandemic and the temporary 

reduction in print publication days to three 

— Wednesday, Friday and Saturday — digital 

access becomes even more valuable, as our 

Tuesday and Thursday editions are 100% digi-

tal. To access your digital version of each day’s 

edition of The Key West Citizen, go to http://

www.keysnews.com and click on e-Editions. 

 Finally, we are always available to serve you; 

call 305-292-7777.

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA

Key West Citizen

The Monroe County Commission 

will vote Wednesday, March 17, on 

a resolution opposing the Florida 

Legislature’s attempt to preempt 

the City of Key West voters passage 

of referendum limiting the number 

of passengers and size of cruise 

ships.

The vote comes as the state 

legislators seem determined to pass 

the legislation, despite signifi cant 

pushback from Keys local 

governments and environmental 

and home rule supporters. Bills in 

the House of Representatives and 

Senate are quickly moving through 

committees and could soon face 

the Legislature.

The County Commission’s 

proposed resolution states 

that a current example of the 

local government preemption 

of home rule authority is the 

proposed legislation SB 426 and 

HB 267, “which broadly preempt 

local government regulation of 

commerce in sea ports, preempting 

the authority to regulate port 

activity to the state.”

“All 14 ports in Florida, 

including the Port of Key 

West are all controlled 

by local government 

entities — a city, county 

or local port authority, and 

local control and authority of 

the seaports in Florida has been in 

place since before 1845, and local 

control and authority of seaports 

is the most common structure of 

seaports nationally,” the resolution 

stated.

SB 426 and HB 267 were 

introduced after the passage of 

three local referendums by more 

than 60% of Key West 

voters that limit cruise 

ship traffi c into the Port 

of Key West.

“Preemption bills 

such as these adversely 

impact the authority of local 

governments to enforce existing 

and adopt effective rules and 

regulations while protecting the 

values of their communities,” the 

County Commission resolution 

stated. “The Monroe County Board 

of County Commissioners finds 

that the Florida Legislature’s effort 

to weaken home rule conflicts 

with the rights and ability of local 

government and local voters to 

protect their community and 

environment.”

If passed, the county would be 

the third local government to pass 

a resolution opposing the state bill. 

Islamorada Village Council and 

Key West City Commission passed 

similar resolutions.

Also on Wednesday, the 

commission wi l l  d iscuss 

possibly buying or taking over 

management of the senior 

Flores-

Rodriguez

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA

Key West Citizen

Florida legislators, with the 

input of FWC board member 

and Key Wester Robert 

Spottswood, have crafted a 

bill that would require all live-

aboard boaters in the Florida 

Keys to move their boats every 

three months.

People living on the water 

have been part of the culture 

in the Florida Keys for decades, 

but it has become a thorny 

issue for local law enforcement, 

the Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission 

and the Monroe County 

government in recent years.
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State to crack down 
on derelict vessels

Crews from Arnold’s Towing remove a 35-foot, 37,000-pound boat from 
the water at the Key Haven boat ramp Tuesday morning. The derelict 
vessel, which had been tagged for removal by the state, had broken 
free from its mooring and was pulled from a small mangrove island.

Photos by ROB O’NEAL/The Citizen

Bills moving in the Florida Legislature would require live-aboard boaters to move their vessels every three months to reduce the problem 
of derelict boats in the Florida Keys.

See VESSELS, Page 9A

BY CITIZEN STAFF

One of Monroe County’s most wanted criminals 

is now in custody after a joint investigation by 

local, state and federal law 

enforcement agencies.

The Key West Police Special 

Investigation Unit, the Monroe 

County Sheriff’s Office, the 

U.S. Marshal Service, the 

Department of Homeland 

Security and the Attorney 

General’s Office of Statewide 

Prosecution all played a role 

in the apprehension of Yosbel 

Flores Rodriguez, who was being sought on a 

$10 million bond following a 2013 drug traffi cking 

investigation.

The joint detective work led investigators 

to Merida, Mexico, where on March 12 Flores 

Rodriguez, 40 of Miami, was apprehended and 

deported to the United States, according to 

KWPD spokeswoman Alyson Crean.

In 2013, Flores Rodriguez was arrested for 

conspiracy to traffi c in illegal drugs, including 

opioids. He failed to appear in court and, as 

a result, the warrant was issued, according to 

Crean.

Flores-Rodriguez was part of a group under 

investigation in 2013 for drug possession and 

traffi cking.

A traffi c stop in the Upper Keys had resulted 

in the seizure of 500 illegal prescription pills and 

eight grams of cocaine. Arrested were Ihobel 

Perez, of Stock Island, and Alberto Vizcaino 

Gonzalez, of Miami. Both are felony charges.

Most wanted 
criminal is 
apprehended 
in Mexico

See WANTED, Page 8A

County takes on cruise ship preemption

See CRUISE, Page 9A

SAMEORNEXTDAY
APPOINTMENTS

Physician and location subject to availability.

• Ivy League

affiliated ardiology pract
ida, backed by
iversity.

• ou with two
convenient locations

Keys.
CARDIOLOGY OF THE KEYS

KeyWest •Marathon • 305.674.CARE

Dr. JoanHoman Dr. Ray Rodriquez Dr. Roger Steinfeld


