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BY TIMOTHY O’HARA

Key West Citizen

A group of Sugarloaf Key 

homeowners have appealed an 

approval by the Monroe County 

Planning Commission of a 

development of an 88-unit housing 

project at the entrance to the South 

Point neighborhood in Sugarloaf 

Shores.

The residents have also filed 

a petition to Monroe County 

Commission, who will hear the 

appeal, by 672 owners and full-

time residents in Sugarloaf Shores 

opposing the project called 

the Dockside & the Landings 

Apartments. Key West restaurateur 

Joe Walsh has partnered with 

the South Florida-based Rural 

Neighborhoods on the project.

The residents oppose an 88-unit 

housing project at this location, but 

would not oppose the project if it 

included not more than 40 dwelling 

units with no portion of the land 

reserved for future development, 

according to the residents, who 

have formed a group called the 

Lower Density for Lower Sugarloaf.

“We have tried for years now to 

get the developers to reduce the 

density and scale of this project 

to be more consistent with the 

existing development on South 

Point and to reduce the number of 

vehicles that would be added to the 

neighborhood,” the group wrote in 

a letter to the mayor and Monroe 

County commissioners. “The 

developers have refused to reduce 

the number of units.”

Last year, the group hired a 

Fort Lauderdale-based real estate 

development finance consultant, 

with substantial experience advising 

developers of affordable housing 

projects in Florida, to advise group 

members on whether the size of 

Sugarloaf residents appeal project

BY ELLIOT WELD

Key West Citizen

While the ongoing pandemic is 

the prominent health crisis at the 

moment, Monroe County Sheriff 

Rick Ramsay is warning about a 

lingering, insidious public health 

emergency: opioid addiction.

In recent weeks, the arrest log 

has seen a large number of local arrests for traffi cking, 

dealing and possession of drugs such as oxycodone 

and heroin, as well as cocaine and sometimes even 

methamphetamine, which Ramsay said never used 

to appear in the Florida Keys.

Speaking from his office at the Marathon 

substation recently, Ramsay pointed out a woman 

being brought down the hallway in handcuffs, 

arrested that day for dealing. She is one who Ramsay 

describes as a “frequent flyer” with the Monroe 

County Sheriff’s Offi ce.

With the drug infl ux, the department added a 

drug-sniffi ng canine to its force a few months ago. 

K9 Coral, as the dog is known, has been busy since 

joining, according to Ramsay. In fact, Coral has been 

so successful that Ramsay plans to add another dog 

soon and assign it to the traffi c enforcement division.

Since March 27, several people have been arrested 

after being pulled over for a routine traffi c stop 

when offi cers discovered large amounts of drugs 

and sometimes money in their vehicle. Alexandra 

Sheriff making 
push to curb 
opioids in Keys
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K9 Coral poses with meth and cocaine after a March 
11 traffi c stop.

Ramsay

BY CITIZEN STAFF

A 59-year-old Tavernier man 

wanted in an incident that occurred 

in the Upper Keys in January in 

which he sexually assaulted a 

woman  was located in Collier 

County, Florida, this week  by the 

U.S. Marshals Service.

Alejandro Luis Dewelde remained 

in a Collier County, Florida, jail on 

charges of attempted sexual battery, 

two counts of battery, indecent 

exposure of sexual organs and false 

imprisonment.

The incident was reported on 

Jan. 6, 2021, at an apartment 

complex on the 90000 block of the 

Overseas Highway.

Dewelde closed a door in this 

apartment, grabbed the 23-year-old 

victim by the shoulders and pushed 

her onto a bed. The victim yelled no 

and attempted to get Dewelde off 

of her. He attempted to pull down 

her pants but was not successful. 

Dewelde then masturbated while 

pinning the victim down, reports 

state. He allowed her to leave 

thereafter.

The victim’s boyfriend later 

confronted Dewelde. Dewelde 

admitted that he attempted to have 

sex with the victim, and a fight 

ensued. One of the battery charges 

is because Dewelde hit the victim’s 

boyfriend.

Major Crimes detectives were 

assigned the case, and warrants 

were obtained for Dewelde’s arrest.

Dewelde will be brought to 

Monroe County to face the charges.

The City of Key West recently 

proclaimed April as Sexual Assault 

Awareness Month.

The designation calls attention 

U.S. Marshals arrest Tavernier man for sexual offenses

BY ELLIOT WELD

Key West Citizen

Despite the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic 

that has hampered some tourism and business 

in the Florida Keys, Islamorada’s History of 

Diving Museum is open for business and 

planning to launch a new temporary exhibit 

the third week of April.

Titled “Diving in Pop Culture” the exhibit 

will display an exploration of all kinds of diving 

throughout the history of fi lm, literature and 

mainstream media in general. Featured are 

B-movies such as “Creature from the Black 

Lagoon” to forward-thinking classics such as 

Jules Verne’s “20,000 Leagues Under the Sea,” 

to which the museum already has devoted has 

an entire room. Other examples of diving in 

media that the museum’s executive director 

Lisa Mongelia gave were the fi lms “Jaws,” “The 

Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou” and the 1950s 

television drama “Sea Hunt.”

To go along with the new exhibit, the 

museum will be partnering with the Monroe 

County School District to organize a kids’ 

book club. Mongelia said students will be able 

to receive science-related books through the 

club, and Skype with the author. For some 

kids, she said, it will be the fi rst book they own 

because of the increasingly digital nature of 

the educational system.

Scuba diving 
on display 

through pop 
culture lens

The museum has dozens of vintage diving 
helmets from a variety of countries.
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The History of Diving Museum’s library in Islamorada is the only one of its kind that is non-profi t 
and open to the public.

The Seven-Mile Bridge 

Run returns on Saturday, 

April 17, after a hiatus 

due to COVID-19.

Motorists and 

residents should plan 

accordingly and help 

spread the word as the 

bridge will be shut down 

in both directions for 

three hours, according 

to Monroe County 

Sheriff’s Offi ce spokes-

man Adam Linhardt.

Plan to be across the 

bridge by 6 a.m. to avoid 

being stuck on one side 

or the other.

Traffi c fl ow will 

resume at approximately 

9 a.m.

Motorists and 

residents should expect 

delays, Linhardt said.

Runners will start 

from the west side of the 

bridge and run toward 

the east side of the 

bridge this year.

Spectators will not be 

allowed.

For information, visit 

http://www.7mbrun.

com.

Seven-Mile Bridge 
Run returns on 

Saturday

Florida Keys 

Environmental Coalition 

Executive Director Barry 

Wray discusses his orga-

nization’s concerns about 

the release of genetically 

modifi ed mosquitoes in 
the Keys.

Also on today’s show:

� J.W. Cooke, Key West 

Citizen Managing Editor

� Mike Forster, Monroe 

County Commissioner

� Chris Seymour, Key 

West Citizen Executive 

Editor

� Theresa Axford, 

Monroe County Schools 

Superintendent

� Dave Turner, Key Colony 

Beach City Administrator

� Steve Estes, News 

Barometer Editor and 

Publisher
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