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CAYO CONCH

“Julius 

Caesar? 

Honestly, 

it’s all Greek 

to me.”

IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO OUR READERS ON THE RADIO

NEWS: 7:30, 8:30 a.m., 

noon, 5 & 6 p.m.

Evening Edition 5-5:30 p.m.

The Key West Citizen is proud to announce 
a signifi cant upgrade to our keysnews.com 
website.

Keeping our readers aware and informed of 
all local news remains our highest priority. To 
that end, we have unveiled a cleaner, fresher, 
more user-friendly keysnews.com.

As a digital subscriber, you will be asked 
to log in to your account with the same login 
information you always use. Don’t panic, this is 
a one-time process.

Because of the unprecedented nature of the 
COVID pandemic and the temporary reduction 
in print publication days to three — Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday — digital access becomes 
even more valuable since our Tuesday and 
Thursday editions are 100% digital.

To access your digital version, go to http://
www.keysnews.com and click on Log In. 
Subscribers can also access breaking news on 
The Citizen’s Facebook page. Finally, we are al-
ways available to serve you; call 305-292-7777.

Florida Department of Health in 

Monroe County Medical Director Dr. 

Mark Whiteside discusses the recent 

increase in COVID-19 cases in the Keys.

Also on Monday's show:

� Offi cer Bobby Dube, FWC

� Paulette Summers, FDOT
� Capt. Adam Chamie, USCG

� Teri Johnston, Key West Mayor

� Jim Mooney, State Representative-elect

� Luis Gonzalez, Marathon Mayor

Walker

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA

Key West Citizen

The Florida Keys Aqueduct 

Authority board fired agency 

Executive Director Tom Walker on 

Friday.

The public water and sewer 

utility agency board met Friday, 

and included in the meeting was 

an annual evaluation of Walker, 

who is just celebrating his fi rst year 

back with the FKAA.

The board voted 4-1 to terminate 

his contract, with board member 

David Ritz dissenting.

“Tom is a good person, but I had 

to do what’s best for the company,” 

board Chair Bob Dean said.

Walker’s firing comes several 

weeks after he and board member 

Cara Higgins clashed about a 

contract during the board’s last 

meeting.

On Friday, Cara cited communi-

cation with the board as a “major 

issue” and inability to understand 

the board’s authority as an issue. 

Board member Richard Toppino 

also cited “differences with the 

board” as reason to terminate the 

contract.

Walker, an en-

gineer by trade, 

had previously 

worked as a 

deputy director 

with the FKAA 

for years and 

was rehired last 

year as executive 

director after former Executive 

Director Kirk Zuelch retired.

Deputy Executive Director 

Kerry Shelby has been named 

interim executive director.

The board is scheduled to 

meet Wednesday to discuss filing 

the position in the long term.

Ritz believes that the timing is 

not right for firing the executive 

director, as the FKAA is in the 

middle of two multimillion dollar 

construction projects, he said. 

Also, Ritz has been “pleased with 

Tom’s performance,” he said.

The FKAA is currently building 

a new $16 million headquarters 

to replace its building on Kennedy 

Drive in Key West, which was 

damaged in Hurricane Irma and 

had to be demolished.

The utility also wants to replace 

or upgrade its desalination plant 

on Stock Island, which was built 

in 1967, to produce 4 million 

gallons of fresh water a day, 

up from the current 2 million 

gallons.

FKAA is still seeking funding for 

the project. The state Legislature 

set aside $1 million, but the 

estimated price is $38 million to 

$42 million.

“Also, with COVID restrictions, 

this is not a good time for staff,” 

Ritz added.

Walker could not be reached 

for comment on Friday.

tohara@keysnews.com

FKAA fires executive director

BY CITIZEN STAFF

In two days this week, 

the number of reported 

COVID-19 cases in Monroe 

County jumped by nearly 

100 as the virus continues to 

take its toll throughout the 

state and nation.

On Wednesday, the Florida 

Department of Health re-

ported 41 new cases; on 

Thursday, 55 additional cas-

es were reported, according 

to the local health depart-

ment. Of those cases, 58 were 

reported in Key West during 

the two-day period. Other 

areas in the Florida Keys 

noted single-digit increases 

during the same period, in-

cluding fi ve in Marathon and 

three in Key Largo.

As of Friday, the total 

number of cases in Monroe 

County was at 2,636, while 

the state-wide total stands 

at 863,619. There have 

been 17,372 deaths in the 

state, with 25 reported in 

Monroe County, according 

to the state Department of 

Health’s COVID-19 Data 

and Surveillance Dashbord, 

which provides daily up-

dates of coronavirus cases 

throughout the state and 

individual counties.

Keys add nearly 
100 COVID-19 
cases in 2 days

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA

Key West Citizen

The United Kingdom-

based biotech company 

Oxitec plans to start 

conducting test releases 

of genetically modified 

mosquitoes in April or spring, 

but has yet to pin down an 

exact location for the test.

The company, which is 

testing mosquitoes that 

are reared for mosquitoes 

limiting or eradication 

purposes, plans to talk with all 

local governments and meet 

with community members. 

On Thursday, Nov. 19, Oxitec 

representatives address 

the Key Colony Beach City 

Council.

“We are talking with 

every community,” Oxitec 

spokeswoman Meredith 

Fensom said. “No one will be 

surprised.”

Once a site is chosen, 

GM mosquito release 
is slated for spring

See MOSQUITO, Page 11A

See COVID-19, Page 11A

BY DANIEL KELLY

Key West Citizen

What better way to mark Friday 

the 13th in 2020 than a torrential, 

pre-dawn downpour?

Key West bore the brunt of the 

soaking with about 3 inches of 

rainfall, according to Key West 

National Weather Service senior 

forecaster Sean Daida. Numerous 

streets were flooded as the rain 

clouds lingered over the island for 

more than an hour.

“There were low-level swirl 

remnants of Eta off the Carolina 

coast and a band of clouds, which 

extended to the southwest, across 

the Bahamas, Florida Keys, Cuba 

and extending into the Yucatan 

Peninsula,” Daida said Friday. 

“Within that area, there was a band of 

clouds, which was a natural location 

for storms to bring increased shower 

activity along that line.”

While Daida said the rain band was 

not a direct result of Eta, he termed 

it as a “residual effect” of the storm, 

which earlier this week passed over 

the Florida Keys as a tropical storm. 

Eta later strengthened to hurricane 

status while in the Gulf of Mexico, 

but once again was downgraded to a 

tropical storm as it struck the Tampa 

Bay area on Thursday.

Since last Saturday, Key West had 

received 6.79 inches of rainfall, 

ET TU, ETA?

Soaking downpour in Key West ‘residual effect’ of storm

ROB O’NEAL/The Citizen

Pedestrians attempt to avoid standing water at the corner of United and Whitehead streets, a reminder of Friday morning’s 
rainstorm that blanketed the island for more than an hour.

See ETA, Page 11A

Riley 
Dobson

Ryan 
Star 
Gage

*Restrictions may apply. Subject to credit approval. Offer ends 11/23/2020.

oof the Monroe County Library and The Wright Langley Collection. Pictured: Car Accident in Keys circa 1962.

uto Loans have fast local service and low payments.
, eention #beyond80 and we’ll donate $5.00 to the

S.O.S. Foundation.*

oking For a New Car?

w o lives or works in the Keys is invited to join our tradition of savings!

Go to KeysFCU.org Visit any branch in Key West, Stock Island, Big Pine or Marathon.


