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Conchs tough stretch through season continues — 1B

BY PRU SOWERS

Key West Citizen

Key West City commissioners 

have a full agenda for their meet-

ing tonight, including hiring Patti 

McLaughlin as interim city manag-

er and fi ring Duval redevelopment 

consultant KCI Technologies, Inc.

McLaughlin, currently assistant 

city manager, has been tapped to 

temporarily take over for outgoing 

City Manager Greg Veliz, who is 

leaving April 16 for a new position 

with the Florida Keys Aqueduct 

Authority.

If McLaughlin is approved as 

expected, she will oversee city op-

erations while a candidate search, 

also on Tuesday’s agenda, is carried 

out. Commissioners have set aside 

$20,000 for the search.

In a related agenda item, com-

missioners will vote to appoint 

members to an advisory screening 

committee to assess and rank new 

city manager candidates. Each of 

the seven city commissioners as 

well as the city’s three unions will 

appoint one person to the com-

mittee. A last committee member 

will be appointed by city hall staff 

management.

“The Committee shall review all 

applications for the position of city 

manager and provide a list of rec-

ommended applicants to the City 

Commission for consideration,” 

the resolution states.

Commissioners will also 

offi cially fi re KCI Technologies, the 

engineering fi rm hired last year to 

oversee redevelopment and “re-

imagining” of Duval Street. It was 

recently learned that KCI laid off 

the project manager and the fi rm’s 

planning department one week 

after winning the Duval contract.

“The city commission fi nds that 

KCI Technologies has promulgated 

changes to staffi ng and approach 

to the project that are not in the 

best interests of the City of Key 

West,” the resolution reads.

KCI likely will not go away empty-

handed from Tuesday’s meeting. 

Two other resolutions continue 

projects KCI has been working 

Homes and 

businesses throughout 

the Lower Keys were 

without power on 

Monday morning after a 

sailboat became tangled 

in powerlines off the 

Seven Mile Bridge, 

according to Keys 

Energy Services.

The power outages 

were reported 

throughout Keys Energy 

Services service area, 

which runs from Key 

West to the Seven Mile 

Bridge, Keys Energy 

spokesman Julio 

Torrado said. Power 

slowly returned to the 

Lower Keys on Monday. 

However, sailboat was 

unable to be removed 

on Monday and was 

secured to the Seven 

Mile Bridge.

Wind speeds picked 

up signifi cantly Sunday 

night and on Monday 

morning when storms 

moved across the 

Florida Keys. Wind gusts 

of nearly 40 mph were 

reported near the Seven 

Mile Bridge on Sunday 

night and Monday 

morning. The light at 

Carysfort Reef reported 

the highest wind gust 

at 63 mph, according to 

the National Weather 

Service.

Sailboat causes 
power outage

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA

Key West Citizen

A 21-year-old Sheriff’s Office 

detention deputy assigned to 

the Monroe County jail on Stock 

Island was fi red Thursday after he 

picked up and slammed a detain-

ee to the ground.

Former corrections deputy 

Jacarius John Rahming has also 

been charged criminally with 

battery, Monroe County Sheriff’s 

Offi ce spokesman Adam Linhardt 

said.

Sheriff Rick Ramsay fired 

Jacarius John Rahming after 

learning of the April 6 incident, 

Linhardt said.

A Sheriff’s Offi ce incident report 

stated Rahming was “attacking an 

inmate.” A surveillance camera 

recorded the attack. There was no 

audio on the recording.

Rahming walks into the view 

of the camera and then shortly 

afterwards the inmate is seen 

walking past him heading towards 

the bunks. Rahming then follows 

the inmate toward the bunks and 

stops at the beginning of the pod, 

the sheriff’s report stated.
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KW Commission may 
hire and fire tonight

BY RICHARD TAMBORRINO

Key West Citizen

The Marathon City Council on 

Tuesday will focus on two ordinanc-

es that involve water and irrigation 

within the Marathon city limits 

and an important review of long-

sought fi nancial documents from 

Baptist Health South Florida, key 

to the funding for the rebuilding of 

Fishermen’s Community Hospital.

There is also a resolution on 

the council’s agenda to approve 

an agreement between the City 

and the Florida Department of 

Economic Opportunity (DEO) pro-

viding funding for the Community 

Development Block Grant-Disaster 

Recovery Infrastructure Repair 

Program (CDBG), along with and 

a property redevelopment agree-

ment between the City and Marlin 

Bay Yacht Club.

Ordinance 2021-07 proposes 

stringent irrigation restrictions. It 

was pulled from last month’s agen-

da because City Manager George 

Garrett wanted to have a Florida 

Keys Aqueduct Authority repre-

sentative on hand for insight and 

details. It is back on today’s agenda 

with an FKAA speaker scheduled 

and is expected to be a heavily 

Hospital, 
water top 
Marathon 
Council 
agenda

BY PRU SOWERS

Key West Citizen

W hen it comes to 

helping provide af-

fordable housing for 

Monroe County’s most challenged 

populations – mentally, physically 

and fi nancially tested residents – 

Jeanette McLernon has done it all.

Driven the homeless outreach 

van up and down the Florida Keys 

stopping to talk to people looking 

for help? Done that. Created a pilot 

program providing counseling 

and therapy for developmentally 

disabled adults with substance 

abuse problems? Check. Managed 

a 44-person apartment complex 

for mentally disabled adults? Done 

that, too.

She has been the proverbial 

chief, cook and bottle washer, 

learning many if not most of the 

staff roles in multiple homeless 

services agencies in the Florida 

Keys for the past 10 years. Now, as 

the new executive director of the 

Florida Keys Outreach Coalition 

(FKOC), McLernon is using that 

boots-on-the ground experience 

to lead the agency, which provides 

homeless prevention and shelter 

services to individuals in need, 

including other essential assistance 

like a food pantry and counseling 

programs.

“I know their jobs. I’ve done 

their jobs. I’m glad I’ve done all 

these roles because I’ve been in 

everyone’s shoes at one time,” 

she said about the FKOC team 

she is now overseeing, plus 

relationships with the agencies 

FKOC coordinates with. “Now I’m 

in a position where I can ensure 

everything is going smoothly.”

McLernon had been working for 

about 20 years in homeless services 

in New Jersey when her sister 

moved to Key West in 2001. Helping 

her with the move, McLernon got 

her fi rst taste of the Southernmost 

Point and then kept visiting. 

Ten years later while on another 

vacation in Key West, she went to 

a homeless seminar in the old City 

Hall. She doesn’t remember the 

specifi c topic but does remember 

her “eureka” moment when she 

understood how her professional 

experiences in New Jersey could 

Jeanette McLernon helps those in need

ROB O’NEAL/The Citizen

Jeanette McLernon, FKOC’s new Executive Director, is seen among tropical fl ora at one of the many renovated 
group home-style apartments at Poinciana Plaza.

“I know their jobs. I’ve done their jobs. 

I’m glad I’ve done all these roles because 

I’ve been in everyone’s shoes at one time.”
— Jeanette McLernon

Executive Director, Florida Keys Outreach Coalition

Deputy 
fired and 
criminally 
charged
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See MARATHON, Page 8A

Andrea Leal Executive 

Director of Florida Keys 

Mosquito Control District 

will join us to talk about 

the planned release of 

GMO mosquitoes.

Also on Tuesday’s show:

� Sarah Eckert, KWHS 

Athletic Director

� Mike Puto, Mr. Marathon

� Capt. Mark Sohaney,

NAS Key West

� Sarah Fangman,

National Marine Sanctuary

� Suzanne Moore, KW 

Chamber President

� Alicia Bentencourt,

Monroe County Extension 

Service

See COMMISSION, Page 3A


