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“That’s not the 
‘white rabbit’ that I 

somewhat remember 
from the ’60s …”
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Stream Scene — Inside and onlineStream Scene — Inside and online

SEE INSIDE

Dr. John Norris, Chief 
of Staff at the Lower 
Keys Medical Center, 
discusses the increase 
in local COVID-19 cases 
and treatments for the 
disease.

Also on today's show:

� Kimberly Matthews,
Monroe County Director 
of Strategic Planning and 
Libraries
� J.W. Cooke, Key West 
Citizen Managing Editor
� David Rice, Monroe 
County Mayor Pro Tem
� Chris Seymour, KW 
Citizen Executive Editor
� Theresa Axford, 
Monroe County Schools 
Superintendent
� Jodi Weinhofer, Lodging 
Association
� Steve Estes, News 
Barometer Editor and 
Publisher

The Key West Citizen 

is proud to announce a 

signifi cant upgrade to our 

keysnews.com website.

Keeping our readers 

aware and informed of all 

local news remains our 

highest priority. To that 

end, we have unveiled 

a cleaner, fresher, more 

user-friendly keysnews.

com.

As a digital subscriber, 

you will be asked to log 

in to your digital account 

with the same login 

information you always 

use. Don’t panic, this is a 

one-time process.

Because of the 

unprecedented nature of 

the COVID pandemic and 

the temporary reduction 

in print publication days 

to three — Wednesday, 

Friday and Saturday — 

digital access becomes 

even more valuable 

since our Tuesday and 

Thursday editions are 

100% digital.

To access your digital 

version of each day’s 

Key West Citizen, go to 

http://www.keysnews.

com and click on Log 

In. Subscribers can also 

access breaking news on 

The Citizen’s Facebook 

page. Finally, we are 

always available to serve 

you; call 305-292-7777.

BY PRU SOWERS

Key West Citizen

Key West is now under a city-wide mask 

requirement order.

Commissioners voted unanimously at a special 

meeting Thursday to revert back to their original 

mask order, which requires anyone in public to wear 

a mask even if they can social distance. There are 11 

exceptions to the order, including when in a private 

car or boat, but masks must now be worn by both 

residents and visitors no matter where they are in 

the city.

Commissioners had earlier in the week discussed 

creating mask “zones,” five heavily-trafficked 

areas popular with tourists where masks would be 

required. However, City Attorney Shawn Smith said 

that a “patchwork” effort of enforcement would lead 

to inconsistency and confusion for police and code 

offi cers. As a result, a mask order is now in place for 

the entire city.

“If you are outside and do not fit one of the 

exceptions, you are required to wear a mask,” 

explained City Manager Greg Veliz. “It’s a ratcheting 

up of what we currently have in effect.”

“This is a bad idea. You are squandering political 

capital and leadership on something that will have 

no effect,” argued local restaurant owner Joe Walsh. 

“It will have a negative effect by undermining your 

authority.”

MASK REDUX

Key West tightens virus restrictions

ROB O’NEAL/The Citizen

Visitors to the Southernmost Point buoy pass cellphones among one another for souvenir photos.

BY CITIZEN STAFF

Reported cases of COVID-19 in 

Monroe County have increased by 

more than 250 in less than a week, 

according to the Florida Department 

of Health, while the state total draws 

closer to 1 million cases.

The local Department of Health 

reported Wednesday there were 

2,892 cases in Monroe County, with 

1,412 of those cases reported in Key 

West. The total number of cases in 

Florida stood at 905,248 cases, with 

17,731 deaths. There have been 

25 coronavirus-related deaths in 

Monroe County since the start of the 

pandemic.

Of the 38 new cases reported 

Wednesday in Monroe County, 30 

of those cases were in Key West. 

On Thursday, city leaders there 

met to determine new restrictions 

to combat the spread of the virus. 

Other cities in the Keys also reported 

increases: Key Largo noted three 

additional cases, while Ramrod Key 

added two cases and Little Torch, 

Cudjoe Key and Big Torch each 

reported one new case.

Overall, the state’s positivity rate 

has climbed to 8.13%; in Monroe 

County, the rate has risen to 11.83%, 

according to the state Department 

of Health’s Data and Surveillance 

Dashboard, which tracks COVID-19 

information daily.

Additionally, the number of 

hospitalizations in the Keys increased 

COVID-19 
cases 
continue 
to increase

See VIRUS, Page 9A

BY THERESA JAVA

Key West Citizen

When Cathy Baier received a call of 

a displaced albino rabbit living in the 

woods on Big Pine Key, she sprang into 

action to deal with a problem that’s 

multiplying like, well, rabbits.

The little white bunny was marooned 

in the thick mangroves surrounded by 

tidal fl ooding. When Baier, as part of 

“Bunnies and Buddies of the Florida 

Keys SPCA” and an animal control 

offi cer, attempted to reach the rabbit, it 

fl ed further into the mangroves.

“She had no safe place to go. She was 

in an area where both an alligator and 

hawks were often seen. It required some 

very agile athletic skills, but our offi cer 

was able to make her way through the 

water and thick mangroves and fi nally 

reach the bunny. This was no easy task 

and we are grateful to the staff for their 

efforts,” Baier said.

The white rabbit was brought to the 

Marathon animal shelter and given the 

name “Taffy.”

She had a badly infected wound that 

required surgery, according to Baier.

“Judging by her appetite and her 

bony little body, it had been a while 

since she’d had any good meals. She is 

recuperating now and eating well. Taffy 

is one of the lucky ones,” Baier said.

Pet rabbit problems are 
hair-raising, never-ending

‘Taffy,’ a 
domesticated 
albino rabbit, 

was rescued 
from the wild 

earlier this 
month after 

someone 
released it.

See RABBIT, Page 10A

BY JILL ZIMA BORSKI

Key West Citizen

Monroe County Schools 

Superintendent Theresa 

Axford jokingly called 

Tuesday’s school board 

meeting the “Beverly 

Anders Show,” as the 

district’s finance director 

presented the lion’s share 

of agenda items, including 

information on fraud 

controls.

But first, Mindy Conn 

and Andy Griffiths, who 

were unopposed in the 

Nov e m b e r  e l e c t i o n , 

were sworn in as board 

members, and John Dick, 

who was vice chair, was 

elected board chair. Vice 

chair is Griffi ths, although 

the newest board member, 

Sue Woltanski, also was 

nominated.

Both Dick and Griffi ths 

served on the board in 

2009 when the district was 

plagued with fraud, and 

district employee Monique 

Acevedo of Key West was 

sent to prison on four 

counts of felony grand 

theft and two counts of 

organized fraud for using 

$413,000 of school funds 

on personal items, notably 

groceries, airline tickets 

and costumes.

Randy Acevedo, her 

husband at the time, was 

school superintendent, 

and also was convicted by 

a jury on three counts of 

felony offi cial misconduct. 

He received three years of 

probation and a $15,000 

fine for covering up his 

wife’s theft.

Since cash transactions 

present  the  biggest 

opportunity for fraud, 

A n d e r s  p r e s e n t e d 

controls related to those 

transactions as well as a 

new program called “rev 

track” which acts like a 

bank account but enables 

parents to set up accounts 

for their children so they 

can pay for fi eld trips and 

other school-related items 

with these personal funds, 

eliminating the need for 

cash. Because not everyone 

qualifies for credit cards, 

cash transactions are 

School board 

discusses fraud, 

district finances

See SCHOOL, Page 10A
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