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Statewide Priority List • Statute requires this 
prioritization.

• Highlights the list for 
enforcement actions based on 
the needs of native migratory 
fish. 

• The priority project list shall be 
subject to periodic review and 
amendment by the department 
and to formal review and 
amendment by the Commission 
no less frequently than once 
every five years.
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Statewide Priority List

• Recent rule changes added a focus 
on restoration purposes for the list 

• The reasonably foreseeable future 
quantity and quality of native 
migratory fish habitat given known 
trends in climate change 
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#1 Lookout Point DamHenry Creek 
Culvert, Group 4

East Pine Creek Dam, Group 15

Pomeroy Dam, Group 1

Nell Creek Culvert,  Group 15 6



Method 

• High priority fish passage barriers are identified by the ODFW District 
Fish Biologists. 

• Barriers are removed from the list as they get addressed or new 
information on the barriers reduce the priority. 

• Barriers on the list are scored with an equation that incorporates 
habitat metrics and fish species metrics.

• Habitat quality 
• Habitat quantity 
• Level of passage at the barrier
• Number of species (and the number of ESA listed species)
• Points for site specific or regional knowledge 
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The Equation for the 2019 Priority List 
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2019 Equation

Detailed in a White Paper online: 
https://www.dfw.state.or.us/fish/passage/inventories.asp

Habitat Access Species Impacted Additional Factors
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2019 Equation 
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2019 Equation

Two Components 
1. Species Associations 
2. Habitat Quality Divisions 
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Species Associations 
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Species Association 
• SAI
• SAII
• SAIII
• SAIV 

Habitat Quality Divisions 
• Cold Headwater (CDH) 
• Cool Headwater (CLH)
• Warm Headwater (WH) 
• Cold Stream (CDS)
• Cool Stream (CLS)
• Medium River (MR)
• Large River (LR)
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Species:

• SAI
• Cold Headwater (CDH) 
• Cool Headwater (CLH)
• Cold Stream (CDS)
• Cool Stream (CLS)
• Medium River (MR)

• SAII
• Cool Headwater (CLH)
• Warm Headwater (WH) 
• Cold Stream (CDS)
• Cool Stream (CLS)
• Medium River (MR)

• SAIII
• Cool Headwater (CLH)
• Cold Stream (CDS)
• Cool Stream (CLS)
• Warm Headwater (WH)

• SAIV 
• Cool Stream (CLS)
• Medium River (MR)
• Large River (LR)

Points For:
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Habitat Quality Score 

Species: Redband, Bulltrout
Species Association Group 1 
Correlated with five habitat types. 
• Cold Headwater (CDH) 
• Cool Headwater (CLH)
• Cold Stream (CDS)
• Cool Stream (CLS)
• Medium River (MR)
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2019 Equation 
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2019 Equation
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2019 Equation
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2019 Equation
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Final List
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Strengths of the List 
• Simple tool to focus statewide 

efforts to restore fish passage
• Easy to use and update
• Increases awareness of fish 

passage barriers 
• Has been very effective 
• Publicly available
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Removal of Barriers 
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Balm Grove Dam, Tualatin River Basin
Removed 2022



Weaknesses 

• Data accuracy 
• Missing species, Habitat miles
• Habitat Quality difficult to reproduce  

• The equation does not determine if the barrier is a priority 
• Low priority barriers need to be identified and removed by ODFW Staff

• Not an optimization tool 
• No cost estimates 

• No indication of how likely barrier is to be fixed or removed
• Willing landowners
• Feasibility/cost
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Barrier Prioritization Update
• 2023-2024 
• Invite Public Participation in the Process 

• Public Comment Period (July 2023)

• Submit Questions or Comments at Any Time to 
Fish.Passage@ODFW.Oregon.gov

• Fish Passage Task Force Meetings 
• October 13, and December 8, 2023 
• Submit Public Comments During the Public Comment Periods
• Members of the Task Force will Advise the Update

• Fish and Wildlife Commission Meeting - 2024
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Website
• https://www.dfw.state.or.us/fish/passa

ge/inventories.asp

29

https://www.dfw.state.or.us/fish/passage/inventories.asp
https://www.dfw.state.or.us/fish/passage/inventories.asp


Questions?
Fish.Passage@ODFW.Oregon.gov
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