
Copperas Cove HEARTFELT
Student lives history with 
untested heart surgery
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GO FLYING

Hundreds attend community 
kite fl ying event Sunday at 
Ogletree Gap.  P5

DANCE FEVER

High school Dance/Drill Team 
comes away with numerous 
awards at summer camp.  P5

IT’S THAT TIME

Football practice begins on 
Monday for Copperas Cove 
and coach Jack Alvarez.  P4

ALL ABOARD

Five Hills Royalty visits Texas’ 
railroad past at museum.  P7

YOUR NEWS TEAM

For Copperas Cove  area news, 
contact  Dave Perdue

at dperduee@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7568
or Dave Miller

at dmiller@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7543.

Like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/CopperasCoveHerald

CREAMY CREATIONS

BY JOHN CLARK
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

Former Fort Hood soldier 
John Hayes says his entrepre-
neurial spirit has led him to 
try a number of  different busi-
ness ventures, including some 
“pretty crazy” ideas, before he 
and his wife settled on their 
largest and most successful 
enterprise with their Waffl e 
Cone ice cream shop.

“One of  the things I’ve tried 
is a fl amingo business,” Hayes 
said. “That was not here in 
Copperas Cove ... (but) some-
where else. It was set up so 
that, if  you had a birthday, 
your wife would call us, and 
then at night we would go 
out to your house and put a 
hundred (plastic) pink fl amin-
gos in your yard, with a big 
sign that said, ‘Happy Birth-
day.’ Then, the next night, we 
would come out and pick them 
up.

“That was fun, and it caught 
on, but I didn’t have a lot of  
savvy back then. You’d have to 
set up, like, fi ve lawns a night, 
and it would take ... it just 
doesn’t work.”

After serving 11 years in the 
military, Hayes left the service 
in 1992. He worked various 
jobs while Yolanda, his wife of  
30 years, continued a 21-year 
career in the Army. But mov-
ing around from assignment to 

assignment made civilian em-
ployment a challenge at times. 
Then they moved to central 
Texas, and after surveying the 
area job market, Hayes decided 
it was time to open another 
business.

“When we left Alaska and 
came here, there weren’t a 
whole lot of  jobs going on in 
this area,” he explained. “So I 
sat down with my wife and we 
settled on a small ice cream 
parlor.

“Back then, it was dipping 

Blue Bell ice cream. We opened 
in August 2010, and sold Blue 
Bell for six years, until the liste-
ria crisis happened.” 

Listeria is a bacterial con-
tamination that resulted in 
the Brenham-based ice cream 
giant’s fi rst recall in 108 years, 
and threatened to shut down 
the company. 

“That almost put us out of  
business,” Hayes said. “We sold 
Blue Bell one day, and the next 
day, we weren’t selling any-
thing.”

Hayes found another ice 
cream supplier, but decided 
after a month that he needed to 
start making his own products. 
He and Yolanda started doing 
research, watching videos, 
reading books and bought a 
portable ice cream-making 
machine.

“I started making ice cream, 
and I started pouring a lot of  
ice cream in the toilet, down the 
drain,” Hayes said, smiling. “It 

Copperas Cove budget hearings draw little comment
BY DAVID PERDUE

COPPERAS COVE HERALD

COPPERAS COVE – Taxpay-
ers in Copperas Cove are appar-
ently satisfi ed with the budget 
put together by soon-to-be City 
Manager Ryan Haverlah and 
his staff.

Only one person spoke during 
a public meeting on the city’s 
$44.65 million budget on Tues-
day. Emily Hall told the council 
she supported funding for the 
public library to install auto-
matic doors at its entrance. Hall 
called the doors “very impor-

tant” and said that many people 
with disabilities and medical 
problems had trouble getting 
through the current entrance 
doors.

No other member of  the audi-
ence of  about 15 people stood 
to speak, so Mayor Bradi Diaz 
closed the public hearing fol-

lowing Hall’s brief  statement
A public hearing was also 

held on the proposed budget for 
the Copperas Cove Economic 
Development Commission.

No one chose to speak about 
the EDC’s $3.4 million pro-
posed budget, which increased 
$400,000 from last year’s ad-
opted budget.

The council also voted unani-
mously to allow Diaz to execute 
an agreement that would el-
evate Haverlah to city manager. 
Haverlah had been announced 
as the next city manager fol-
lowing an executive session on 

June 25.
There was no discussion 

when Diaz called the matter 
before the council. Mayor 
Pro-Tem Dan Yancey made the 
motion to allow Diaz to negoti-
ate the contract and, after being 
seconded, the motion carried 
on 7-0 vote.

Haverlah did not sign the 
contract during the meeting. 
No date or time was announced 
for the signing to take place.

Haverlah has worked for the 
city since March 2011 and has 

Ice cream man 
John Hayes brings 
smiles by mixing 

handmade recipes 
with community 

concern
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Employees of Wa!  e Cone in Copperas Cove work to scoop out and prepare treats for customers on a Saturday morning.

I-14 bypass opened in Cove this week a! er accident
BY MONIQUE BRAND

COPPERAS COVE HERALD

A Monday traffi c accident 
caused the closing of  the I-14 
bypass around Copperas Cove. 

The Texas Department of  
Transportation closed down the 
length of  the bypass after a two-
car crash caused damage to one 
of  the bridges on the bypass.

An 18-wheeler crashed on the 
Valley Bridge on Monday morn-
ing, causing damage to the 
guard rail on the bridge, accord-
ing to information obtained 
from TxDOT public informa-
tion offi cer Ken Roberts.

“Eastbound and Westbound 

I-14 traffi c at Copperas Cove 
will be temporarily detoured to 
Business 190 through the city,” 
Roberts said in an email. 

The bypass was closed from 
the Interstate 14/Business 190 
split east of  Cove to the I-14/FM 
2657/Business 190 intersection 

west of  the city for close to 48 
hours.

Cove police said the initial 
investigation revealed a Hyun-
dai sedan vehicle was traveling 
westbound on US Highway 
190 bypass and an 18-wheeler 
Freightliner truck and trailer 
was traveling eastbound. The 
Hyundai crossed into the on-
coming traffi c lane and struck 
the Freightliner head on.

The operator of  the Hyundai 
was taken by air ambulance 
to Scott & White hospital in 
Temple with apparent severe 
injuries, said Sgt. Kevin Miller 
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The I-14 bypass in Cove was closed for close to two days a" er a tra#  c accident 
caused damage to the bridge rail. It has since been opened.
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