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BY JACOB SANCHEZ
FME NEWS SERVICE

BELTON — Two Bell County-
related bills — one that is likely 
to become law and the other that 
will almost certainly face oppo-
sition — continue to make their 
way through the Texas Senate.

State Rep. Hugh Shine, R-

Temple, on Monday 
discussed the two 
measures — House 
Bill 452 and House 
Bill 3264 — during 
his monthly forum 
at the Belton Area 
Chamber of  Com-
merce.

Shine is optimistic about the 
fate of  HB 452, a measure that 
would allow the Bell County 
Commissioners Court to ap-
point so-called “masters” to 
oversee truancy cases. The 

appointees would be required 
to have the same training as 
judges and would be assigned to 
a specifi c school district.

“Truancy will be dealt with 
this week in the Senate,” Shine 
said at the morning forum.

Shine said the Senate Crimi-
nal Justice Committee — on 
which state Sen. Dawn Buck-
ingham, a Lakeway Republican 
who represents Bell County, 

sits — will hold a hearing on 
the bill this week. The House 
unanimously approved the bill 
in mid-April.

As for HB 3264, it deals with a 
touchy subject — groundwater. 
The bill was approved in a 139-4 
vote on April 24.

“We have a real issue on water 
from the standpoint of  we have 
the resource, we are experi-
encing some drawdown in the 
aquifer, and part of  that prob-
lem is that we have neighbors 
who do not have underground 

water conservation district,” 
Shine said.

The measure — which also 
has Republicans Brad Buckley 
of  Salado and JD Sheffi eld of  
Gatesville as authors — calls for 
the Texas Water Development 
Board to conduct a study on the 
Trinity and Edwards aquifers 
in Bell, Burnet, Milam, Travis 
and Williamson counties. This 
would serve as an update to a 
similar study conducted in 1999.

BY JOE MCDONALD AND PAUL WISEMAN 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BEIJING — Sending Wall 
Street into a slide, China 
announced higher tariffs 
Monday on $60 billion worth 
of  American goods in retali-
ation for President Donald 
Trump’s latest penalties on 
Chinese products.

Duties of  5% to 25% will 
take effect on June 1 on about 
5,200 American products, 
including batteries, spinach 
and coffee, China’s Finance 
Ministry said.

With investors worried 
about the potential economic 
damage on all sides from the 
escalating trade war, the Dow 
Jones Industrial Average fell 
617 points, or 2.4%, and the 
technology-heavy Nasdaq 
plunged 270 points, or 3.4%, 
its biggest drop of  the year. 
Earlier, stocks fell in Europe 
and Asia.

“We appear to be in a 
slow-motion train wreck, 
with both sides sticking to 
their positions,” said William 
Reinsch, a trade analyst at 
the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies and a 
former U.S. trade offi cial. “As 
is often the case, however, the 
losers will not be the nego-
tiators or presidents, but the 
people.”

Beijing’s move came after 
the U.S. raised duties Friday 
on $200 billion of  Chinese im-
ports to 25%, up from 10%. In 
doing so, American offi cials 
accused China of  backtrack-
ing on commitments it made 
in earlier negotiations. The 
same day, trade talks between 
the two countries broke up 
without an agreement.

On Twitter, Trump warned 
Xi that China “will be hurt 
very badly” if  it doesn’t agree 

Shine discusses bills on truancy and groundwater in Belton
A proposed study of 
aquifers stirs debate
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BY EMILY HILLEY-SIERZCHULA
HERALD CORRESPONDENT

Jury selection began on 
Monday in the trial 
of  an 86-year-old 
Killeen man ac-
cused of  killing his 
80-year-old neigh-
bor almost two 
years ago, accord-
ing to court docu-
ments.

Santiago Vasquez was 84 
years old on May 30, 2017, when 

police said he shot and killed 
John Seth Jr., a retired truck 
driver and Vietnam War vet-
eran, in the 2800 block of  Fish-
pond Lane in central Killeen.

A court order limits what the 
Bell County District Attorney’s 
Offi ce can say about the case.

The two men were next-door 
neighbors with a 4-foot fence 
separating their front yards. 
Seth’s family alleged that 
Vasquez had harassed Seth 
numerous times and that police 
were frequently dispatched to 

Vasquez’s home during the 12 
years the two men were neigh-
bors.

Police responded to a shots 
fi red call around 3:13 p.m. on 
May 30, where they found Seth 
lying in the road with gun-
shot wounds, according to the 
Killeen Police Department, 
previously.

A witness told investigators 
Vasquez assaulted Seth with 
his cane, knocking Seth down 

China retaliates 
against the U.S.
Higher tariffs announced; stocks slide
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BELTON — Bell County 
residents won’t have to wait 
until Independence Day to 
buy fi reworks this year.

The Commissioners Court, 
in a unanimous decision on 
Monday, approved the sale of  
fi reworks for the upcoming 
Memorial Day holiday week-
end. Residents can start buy-
ing fi recrackers beginning 

May 22 and ending May 27.
Bell County Fire Marshal 

Steve Casey said be brought 
this request to the commis-
sioners because a resident 
wanting to sell fi reworks had 
approached him and asked 
about it.

“This is a special request 
for Memorial Day,” Casey 
said.

Bell County Judge David 

Court OKs fi reworks sales 
for Memorial Day weekend 86-year-old man’s murder trial begins

Vasquez
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Fireworks seller Dana Everett tears off the top of a cardboard box containing 
fi reworks inside her stand on Farm-to-Market 439 near Belton Lake in 2017.
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Vice Adm. Raquel Bono, Defense Health Agency director, talks to Col. David Gibson, commander of Carl R. Darnall 
Army Medical Center, during a Monday conference at the hospital concerning the change in management for the 
hospital from Army Medicine to DHA. 
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DARNALL IN TRANSITION

New management will not affect patient care 
BY DAVID A. BRYANT

KILLEEN DAILY HERALD

F
ORT HOOD — Carl R. Darnall Army 
Medical Center will transfer from being 
managed by Army Medicine to the De-
fense Health Agency by Oct. 1, but patients 

should not see any difference in the way they 
receive care, according to the director of  DHA.

U.S. Navy Vice Adm. Raquel Bono, DHA 
director, visited the Army hospital on Mon-
day to talk about the transition and what it 
means for the service members, retirees and 
their families who receive their care from the 
Darnall system.

“Let’s start with the patients fi rst, because I 
really think that’s the most important piece,” 
Bono said. “What we’re doing is bringing all 

the military treatment facilities under the 
administration and management of  DHA, and 
what that allows us to do is make sure we are 
really creating an integrated system for all of  
our patients.”

Basically, the move will standardize how 
patients access care and make appointments, 
regardless of  what duty station they may be 
sent to and regardless of  which branch of  
service that location is, she said. Patients will 
also have a greater access to their own medical 
records at all times and their physicians will 
have instant access to those records as well, 
negating the need to hand carry records dur-
ing a permanent change of  station move.

“Whether you’re at Darnall, or Brooke 
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