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  As Gov. Greg Abbott an-
nounced his details May 18 for 
the second phase of  open-
ing Texas while minimizing 
the spread of  COVID-19, the 
leadership of  the City Harker 
Heights continues to imple-
ment strategies for opening up 
strategies that began May 4.

One of  the newest changes is 
the opening of  all restrooms at 
city parks. 

The one that is drawing con-
siderable interest is Abbott’s 
opening up of  youth sports on 
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Harker Heights city staff reacts to fl yover of helicopters

Council discusses food truck regulations, possible mobile food court

Sky-high spirits
HUNTER KING | HERALD

Four Army helicopters fl y over Seton Medical Center in Harker Heights as healthcare workers watch from in front of the hospital on May 15. The helicopters —two 
medical Black Hawks and two Chinooks — passed over several area medical centers to recognize heatlh care workers’ efforts in the fi ght against the coronavirus.
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Heights City Hall continuing operations as state continues to open up

Two Chinooks 
and two 
medical Black 
Hawks fl y over 
Seton Medical 
Center with 
the Medic One 
Ambulance 
with emer-
gency lights 
fl ashing from 
the Harker 
Heights Fire 
Deparment in 
the foreground 
of the photo.
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At City Hall for Tuesday’s City Council meeting were, on the dais, from le! : Gary Bates, director of informational technol-
ogy, Julie Helsham, city secretary, Michael Blomquist, mayor pro tem, and Spencer Smith, mayor. On the fl oor, from le! : 
David Mitchell, city manager, Jody Nicholas, councilwoman, and John Reider, councilman. The other council members 
were in remote locations.
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The schedule of  the fl yover by four 
Army helicopters last Friday included  
Harker Heights City Hall on Millers 
Crossing.

The fl ight, consisting of  helicopters 
from 1st Air Cavalry Brigade, 1st 
Cavalry Division, passed over hospi-
tals and medical centers in Temple, 
Georgetown, Round Rock, Cedar 
Park, Killeen, Copperas Cove, Fort 
Hood, Harker Heights and Gatesville 
recognizing the heroic efforts health-
care workers have made in the fi ght 
against the corona virus, according to 
Fort Hood public information.

At Seton Medical Center in Harker 

Heights, between 50 and 100 health-
care workers and residents gathered 
to watch the fl yover. Many of  the 
workers had their phones out record-
ing the event and they were waving 
and cheering as the helicopters fl ew 
overhead.

Paramedics assigned toMedic One 
from the Harker Heights Fire Depart-
ment were on scene at Seton Medical 
Center to witness the fl yover. 

“The two medical Black Hawks and 
two Chinooks fl ew right over the Vet-
erans Memorial and fl ags on display 
on the east side of  the entrance to City 
Hall,” according to Public Relations 
Director Jerry Bark. 
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   The fi rst workshop meet-
ing of  the Harker Heights City 
Council that had been put on 
hold for over a month was con-
ducted telephonically Tuesday.

Most of  the meeting was 
spent discussing information 
presented by the Director of  
Planning and Development 

Joseph Molis concerning the 
regulation of  mobile food ven-
dors and mobile food vendor 
courts.

During a City Council meet-
ing on April 28, Killeen resident 
Thomas Briganti requested 
that the city create require-
ments for mobile food vendors. 
Prior to Tuesday’s workshop, 
Molis and his staff  researched 
the Code of  Ordinances as well 

as neighboring municipality 
requirements for mobile food 
vendors. 

To date, the city has no regu-
lations pertaining to mobile 
home vendors or food truck 
courts. 

“Without specifi c ordinances, 
the city has had to infer re-
quirements from seven differ-
ent sections from the code,” 
Molis said. 

The city maintains regula-
tions regarding the fi re safety 
of  mobile food vendors that are 
adapted from the International 
Fire Code.  

Because they are stricter 
than neighboring communities, 
the requirements have been 
the subject of  comments to 
the planning department, fi re 


